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PREFACE. 


This httlc work is an humble attempl to write an 
account of the life and career of Srikrishna on an 
historical basis. Ho is on the one *hand w'orshipped 
and adored by millions of men as an incarnation of 
God, while on the other considered by the great Oriental 
scholars of the modern age to be a mjth, — a creation 
of poesy. None has been ever so misunderstood or 
misjudged. The greatest of all men ever born is now 
made to appear in thousand and one light, for hundreds 
of poets have painted him, as each of them believed him 
to be. Thus the w'orld has been deprive^) of knowing one 
whose w'onderful career and more wonderful teachings 
should be read, studied, and followt*d by the entire 
human ra( e. 

The account of his life and < arcer now li(‘s buried in 
<i mass of ancient Sanskrit literature. Though some 
f niineiit scholars of Kurope have expIoT<‘d this vast sea 
of Hindu lore and einbodieJ their thoughts in works of 
great merit, researches, and scholarship, yt-t they are but 
little read by the general public. They remain confined 
exclusively to the scholars and students It is for the 
first time that an humble attempt has been made in 
this little work to paint Krishna as he really was and 
to place him before the modern world in its reigning 
language and in as popular a form as possible. We do 
not know how far wf have been able to attayi success, 
but w'e sincerely li(»pe we shall be favoured with a 
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patient hearing, and shall not be denied the kind 
patronage of th; generous public. • 

This little woric is written ^d published under great 
difficulties. Our country has not attained to that posi* 
tion in which a man of letters is appreciated, encour* 
aged, and helped. It would not be going tbo far if 
wc say that it has been written and published in the 
midst of the hardest struggle for existence. 

We have hardly any opportunity in this country to 
gain a mastery over the language in which this work is 
written ; wc have not a Library where we can get books 
for consultation and reference ; we have not amongst us 
those noble* and great litcratti who are ever ready to 
lend their helping hand to young authors ; wc have 
not even one out of a hundred favourable circumstances 
under which a book is brought out in Europe and 
America. It is deedless to say this little work will be 
found deficient in many respects, but considering the 
difficulties in which it is brought out, we hope <Hir 
readers will kindly overlook these defects. 

Our best thanks are due to our friends, Babu Hari 
Behari Sen, senior partner of Messrs. Sen & Co., 
Jorasanko, and Babu Tulsidas Mukerjea, M.A., formerly 
of the Metropolitan Institution, Calcutta. Without their 
disinterested help this book would have never seen the 
light of publication. 


Calcutta, 2$th August, i8g6. 
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1NTR0DUCT!<5)N, 


Before^ wo ask our rcackTs go through llioso Prclimi. 

we believe we are hound to answer the following queries. 

I* Is Srikrishna a hishrkal personage I 

2 . If so, vshen a'/zi he horn f 

3 . Are there adequate mater tats out of which an 
account of his life and career may be written on 
^an histoncal basis/ 

4 . If so, what are they / 

Innumerable works have been written on the life and 
teachings of Snkrishna in the various langmiges of 
Indiai but they are all works of poesy and fiction. No 
attempt has liithcjrlo been made to write his life and 
career on a really historical basis. Poets have painted 
him as each believed him to be. None has ever taken 
the trouble to find out what he really was by diving 
deep into the mass of fictions underneath which he now 
lies buried. Therefore in writing a biography of Sri* 
krishna w’c have to face a difficulty wliich is perhaps too 
great to overcome. On the one haiul our orthodox 
countrynu'ii believe in every word that is wnllcn in those 
ancient Sanskrit works in which his life and career are 
narrated^ and on the other, those great Oriental scholars 
of Europe who have explored the \hist sea of Sanskrit 
literature declare that Krishna is but a myth, or at the 
most, the story of his life is but an allegory. We shall 
not enter into a controver.sy. It is undoubtedly very 
difficult to come to definite conclusions in mailers of 
the remotest antiquity. We shall, thereiore, simply 
place some facts before our readers> asking them to form. 



their own opinions. But we most earnestly request 
them to peruse tKese pages in an impartial spirit, being 
neither driven to any definite conclusions by the glare 
of the Oriental scholarship of Europe, nor being too 
prejudiced to believe thatiall that is written in jSanskrit 
is nothing but truth. 

We shall undertake in «this Httle work to dig up 
the grand statue of a great personage that has, in the 
course of many thousands of years, been buried deep 
underneath the- earth. We-are happy to say 4 hat oor 
task is not hopeless* We shall be able to place before 
our readers a really historical account of the life and 
teachings of Srikrishna, whom we believe to be the 
greatest and the grandest man that was ever born in 
this world* 

There are at,, least ten thousand works in various 
Indian languages that contain the story of Srikrishna, 
either in songs and sonnets, or in poems and dramas. 

But we can very well pass them by and-come to those 
very ancient works from which their authors have taken 
their inspiration. They are : (r) the Mahavarata, (2) 
the Harivansa, and (3) the Puranas* 

The Puranas arc a stupendous mass of literature. 

The fellomiig eighteen are supposed to be the chief Psranas. 
Puranas, — 

(T) The Vis'hnu,'(2) Vagavata, (3) Nantda, (4) Gadura, 

(5) Padma, (&) Baraha, (7) Brahma, '(8) Brahmanda, (9) 

Brahma Vaivarta, 1(10) Markandeya, (11) Bhavishya, (la) 

Vamana, (13) Vayu, (14) Unga, (15; Skanda, (16) Agni^ 

(17) Ma^ya, and (18) Kurma. 

Besides these eighteen chief Puranas there are more 
than twenty.six Upa<putana^ such as {j) S 3 natlmmaifi^ 

(2) Nrisinha) (3) Bribat-Naradiya^ (4) Siva, (5) Dorvasa,^ 
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(6) Kapila, (7) K|anava, (8) Aisanas, (9) Varuna, (10) 
Kalika, (ti) Samvava, (la) Nandi* (13) Soura, (14) 
Parasafa, (15) Aditya, (16) Maljeswara, (17) Vai|;ava, 
(t8) Vashista, (19; Vavishya, (ao) Bramhandiya, (ai) 
Kourma, (23) Adi, (23) Mudgala, (24) Kalki, (25) 
Vavishattara, (26) Vrihadharma, and so on. 

If all these Puranas and Upa*puranas are collected 
and printed, they would be many cart>Ioadb of printed 
matter. But it is the universal belief in India that the 
^ chief eighteen, if not all of them, were written by the 
great sage Vyasa who compiled the Vedas. The 
(ollow'ing Slokas, quoted at random from some of the 
Puranas, would show that suth contradktory statements 
cannot be made by one and the same person. 

Padma Purana, Uttara Khanda, 7Rth Chapter, says . — 
n; « nnwPl wfwniflk 
tatnnQ faint farfw' nfiif win » 
ar«ta flr dtiwfn miiwt wnnAw; 

Onrtwr" iwaiftnt w wianwt wlq 
wwailftawwifw awih ntwilwWT 1 

*'//« vj/io, out of Ignorance f Tborsktps any other god except 
Vishnu becomes a wretch, it is not proper to adore any other 
except Vishnu. The ignorant Brahman who takes but once the 
remnoiUs of the offerings to Siva becomes a Chandala* He ts 
burnt tn hell for eierntiy** 

But Kurma Parana, 20th Chapter, says — 

wif O w a wa m f ww miMt fafw: 
tar fawwift fara I PwEfti fawifawqi 

" Ht mHut ttbum Sna dt^ioys ku Dhyam atui Nama, Ktunii' 
Mge eiMf Saenj^,” ' ^ 
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In Linga Purana, Chapter 17th, Sloka 3, Siva says 

H mm itiifmnmr: 

iTTt m’f ^ ^ «^iw: 11 

This Grandsire of all c[eatitres% Brahmat ufas born 0/ wy 
right side, and this soul of the universOt Vishnu, rose front my left 
side” 

But Vishnu E'^urana, Part I., Chapter 7th, Sloka 10., 
says : — 

^ mmTnrowH: h 

“ Riidra (Siva), as effulgent as the ntid-day sun, was produced 
from his (Brahma's) frowned forehead, having been blazed up in 
the fire of his anger." 

And again the Puranas that we now possess are not 
exactly those that were extant at least before the 
sixth century A. D., when the great lexicographer, Ainar 
Sinha, the contemporary of Kalidasa, flourished,* He 
says in his great Dictionary, “The Puranas have five 
characteristics. “ His commentators thus define the five 
characteristics : — 

" The creation, the special creation, the histories of families, 
the accounts of different ages and the stories of great men,— these 
tire the five characteristics of the Puranas" 

But except Vishnu Purana, none of the present 
Puranas have these five characteristics. 

* Sec Asiatic Researches Vol. 1.^ pp* aSfi-S;, and Col. A. 
Cunuingltam's Archeological Survey Report, published m the 
Supplemeutary umber of the Journal of the Asiatic Society of 
Rengal. i86t> pp. Vll.-X, 
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In the Matsya IJiirana we get the foHow'ing descrip* 
tion of Brahma Vaivarta Parana 

amat an maP i im mt • 

aa iTBTOaa aM it: 
aatnaaaraa' aaita^'alt i 

•* The Pnranat which is recited before Marada by Savarni and 
which contains the glory of Krishnat the accounts of Rathantara 
Kalpa and the story of Brahma Baraha in eighteen thousand 
siokasy is catted Brahma V*aivarta Parana^** 

But the present Brahma Vaivarta Purana does not 
contain the accounts of the Rathantara Kalpa or the 
story of Brahma Varaha. Besides, it does not contain 
any mention of its being recited by Savariii before 
Narada. Thus it is quite evident that the old Brahma 
Vaivarta is lost, and has been replaced by the 
present one. 

Thus we find the present Puranas are all collections 
of ancient records which have passed through many 
additions and alterations in the course of many hundreds 
of years. The ^‘Purana" has been in existence in 
India from the earliest days ; but it 's now lying 
•buried under the present great mass of literature which 
goes by its name. It would, therefore, be useless 
to attempt to fix the age of any of the present Puranas ; 
for they have been collected and re-collected, added 
and interpolated, through many hundreds of years down 
to the very recent days.**^ 

Extracts from some of the most ancient Sanskrit 
works would show that Puranas and Histories were 

• We have been, therefore, unable fo accept tb^ dates fixed 
for these wotiks by some of the Oriental scholars of Europe. 
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extant in India even in the Vedic^ag''.* Tn the Vedas, 
Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Upanisfaadas, Kalpa Sutras, 
and Manu Sanhita^ we meet with the names of both 
the Purana and the Itihasa (history). We shall make 
some quotations. * , 

The Atharva Veda, 15-16 says : — 

"lUhasa, Purana, Gatha, and others dTc." 

Satapata Brahmana 14-6-10-6 says . — 

tftw: ^wamjarTwiWTfh wnownPr 11 

'*The Rtg-Vetia, Yayur-Vcda, Sama Veda, Atharva Veda, Itihasa, 
Purana, Upantshada, Sutras, Siokas, their explanations 

Taitariya Aranyaka, 2.9 says ; — 

**The Veda, Itihasa, Purana, Gatha Sfc." 

Chhandaga Upanishada, 7th Baitaka, says . — 

^ wrffpSlir 

wfl- 

Winrtl^TN wl I 

"He satd, ’0 exalted One, I am acquainted vith the Rig~Veda,^ 
Yayur-Veda, Sama- Veda and the fourth, Atharva- Veda, and the 
fifth, Itihasa (histoty) and Purana."’ 

Manu Sanhita, Chapter III., Sloka 232. says i — 

Witq firif 

’STwi^iRiiwN strtffii ^ I 

“A* Sradh eeremonies, the Sastras called the Vedsu, the 
Sanhttas, the Stories, the Hiatanes, the Puranas and the Khtlae 
should be recited te ethers." 

- r . 

* Npt earlier than lOth century B C, 
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We need not say that the Vedas are the earliest 
works ; then follow the Brahmanas, tho Aranyakas, the 
iJ{mnis^adas, and the Ma^u Sanhita respectively.* 

We find it is mentioned in tHfe Puranas that we 
now possess, that originally there was but one Purana. 
Vishnu Purana, Part III., Chapter VI., Slokas 16-19 
says : — 

'nwW'ynwWatfH: amrofaliT; 

Stra’ftffnt irnn4 wt?; > 

awnfi wralii<hi^ gdt a 

a« wniV t 

fiafnarfiiaal^ fimij: wtaam: 

^wna^tw aiafi: a* fiiwwai 1 

wiwi fh^ «• 

" Veda Vyasa, learned in the Puranas, compiled a Purana 
Sanhita with Akhyana, Upakhyana, Gatha, and Kalpasudhi* 
I/e then gave it to his celebrated disciple, Loniaharsana, who was 
born in the Suta caste. He had six pupils, namely Sumati, 
Agnibarcha, Mitrayu, Sansapayana, Akritavarna, and Savami. 
Amongst them Kashyapa, Savarni, and Sansapayana, each wrote 
one Purana Sanhita, but the Sanhita, called Lo* aharsanika, which 
• Lomaharsana wrote, was the source of all of tlnm,'* 

The Vagavata also in its 4-6 Slokas, Chapter II L, 
Skanda X., says : — 

wTafirarn ^aar 

adiaifflJlat fav. adir; aawarn . 

- ,* See. Professor Max MuUcr's History of the Ansicnt Sanskrit 
Ltieratore. 
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'Rytirfir ai w i fii * iw<f TC> fiiiff m: i 

^^Aruni , ' Kashyapa, Savarni, Akriiavarna, Sansapayana and 
Harita are the six Pouranikas (learned in the Puranas), They 
learnt the Parana from my father mho mas the pupil of Vyasa. 
After studying the original (Parana) Sanhiiat they each mrote a 
separate (Parana) Sanhita 

The grCi-it commentator of the Vagavata, Sridhara 
Swami, in commenting on its 5th Sloka of the 7th 
Chapter, I2th Skandha, says: — 

sir: m: usiT iffsrJ- 

^ m: ^ I 

**At first Vyasa mrote six Sanhitas, and taught them to my 
father, Romaharsanet. From him Aruni and others learnt each 
one Sanhita, I am their pupil ; from me Riirba has learnt them)* 

Agni Purana also says : — 

irna?ftw ftiwwi^f >^111^ 

<ifwT; 1 

^^The Suta Lomaharsana received the Purana from Vyasa, 
Sumafi, Agntbarcha, Miirayu, Sansapayana, Kritavrata, and 
Savarni became his pupils, Sansapayana and others mrote the 
Parana Sanhitas., ^ 

But what subjects did these original Puranas treat 
of ? The i6th Sloka of the Vishnu Purana^ Part III., 
Chapter VI., fully explains it. It says : — 


Nature 
of the 
Original 
Puranas. 
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"(yya$aj, harned in the Vadas, nrote n Purano Sanhita with 
Akbyana, U^khyana, dtttka,UMd JCalpasitddKi.'' 

Thus we find Vyasa compiled the original Purana 
Sanhita wth (i) Akhyana, (2) Vpak'kyaHa, (3) Gatha, and 
(4.) Kalpasudhi.' 

The commentator of the Vishnu Purana thus explains 
these four subjects, — 

xrt XTfXTWiTni* yr: 

yrwTfwi wwft 1 

XW4I fmrefwnrHfiwIiix: 

"What ii seen viith one's own eyes is railed Akhyana by the 
hatned meu^ what is heard from different persons is called 
Upakhyana ; songs about the ancestors are called Gatha ; and the 
treatment of the Sradh ceremony is called Kalpasuddhi.” 

We shall presently show that th* original Puranas 
dwelt on the four subjects named above. The accounts 
of eye-witnesses (Akhyana) and contemporary histories 
(Upakhyana) were their two main features. 

The following extracts would show that in ancient 
India there was a class of men, called Sutas, whose 
profession was to recite the Puranas a 'd the Histories. 
But they had also another chief calling, namely that of 
the charioteership of kings and princes. The Ramayana, 
Ayodhya Kanda, 15th Sarga, 19th Sloka, says : — 

wreww 114^ vrw: nftirnv 1 

"Haningsaid this, Sumantra {the charioteer of king Dasarathd), 
learned in' the Puranas, came to the door, and by that ever»‘CloSed 
door entered the room." 

. The commentator of the Ramayana explains Sutas 
as "men learned in the PurhnXs.’* * 
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The Maliavarata, Adi Parva, 40lh Chapter, 6th Sluka, 
says : — 

^ iW vaf 
w n <nrf?anfi! Sfitin • 

"1 have heard all that you have narrated. Novi I wish io hear 
how Astika was born. Hearing his (these) wards, the Suta began to 
narrate the story" 

The Vagavata, 1st Skanda, 4th Chapter, 2nd Sloka, 
says : — 

9?r 9?i »if WT9 

vnni/f 39rt 9<T» wraT9 to: i 

“ O Suta, you are highly blessed ; you are the foremost of alt 
great speakers* Relate to us the holy story of the Vagcnmta which 
was narrated by the ilessed Sukoa* 

Kurma Purana, I2th Chapter, Slokas 28*29, says?*** 

?ftrtT«')’!aiTTOT I 

' 'Those Sutas, that were born in my family^ had not the right 
io ^fudy the Vedas, At the command of the lord^ they carried on 
the profession of reciting the PuranasJ* 

Vishnu Purana, Part I., Chapter 13th, Slokas 50-53, 
says : — 

\ sn9*ITa9 TO 59Wt 

TOt ^if*r TOwfit: t 

Jifiiiw nvTO 9i itTiftw mw: 

TOT » 

toIH: TO W < i n 

^TITOTrt TO? » 
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**'At thg auspicious sacrifice which was performed (at the birth 
of PfUhtt) and which^was presided over bjr the Grandsire, the 
highly intelligent Suta was produced from the Somp^ plant And 
in thai great sacrifice, the highly intelligent Magadha was also 
born, Thfretipon the Rishis thus addressed Magad ha and Snta. 
* Sing the glory of this mighty king Frith u, the son of Vena. This 
is your special function, and he too is the fit object of your praise,"' 

Banhi Parana says 

ft wViftr 

the Rishis said, *S{ftg the glary of these kings,* Bring 
appointed by them in this good work, / (Suta) sang his (Pritliu^s) 
glory 

From the preceding farts we are now' justified in 
arriving at the following conclusions, namely 

1. Even from the Vcdic age tl#re was a class of 
men amongst the Aryans who were called the Sutas. 

2. Their profession w'as to recite the glories of kings, 
to narrate the histories of royal families, and to relate 
the Kfe and career of grc:at men, invariably gathered 
from eye-w^itnesscs and contemporary chroniclers. 

3. These narratives were know'ii b) the names of 
the PuranaSy and the Itihasas (history). 

4. The present Puranas are a mass ol collected 
records on various subjects in which have been incor- 
porated the old Puranas and Itihasas. The histories 
of royal families and great men of ancient India, thens 
fore, now lie buried in this mass of fictions. But they still 
exist, and they might be restored. 

The story of Krishna i.s told in the Puranas, but not 
in nil of them. We find it in the Vishnu Purana, Brahma 
Purana, Vagavata Purana, Brahn>a Vaivarta Purana, 


Vishnu 

Purana, 
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Skanda Purana, Bamana Puranit, a^d k^ufiila I’uraiiav 
Except Vishnu Purana, Brahma Purana, Vagavata Parana 
and Brahma Vaivarta Purana, the story of Ij^rtshna is very 
briefly told in the other Puranas, and their accounts in 
no way differ from those given in the first four PuranaS 
named above. Therefore we leave them out of our 
consideration. 

We have already said that the original Brahma 
Vaivarta Purana is lost. The accounts of Krishna 
that the present Brahma Vaivarta gives differ so very 
much from those given by the other Puranas that we can 
easily reject them as being a modern creation of 
some enthusiastic religious scholar, who saw Krishna 
in his own imagination as one w^ho was the embodi^* 
ment of sensual love. 

The Vagavata is evidently a poem. It has hardly any 
claim to historical value* Besides it is a work written 
many hundred years after the Vishnu Purana. Some say 
that it was written by Bopadeva, who flourished in the 
13th century A,D, It is apparent that there w^as a great 
quarrel over this Purana between the Vaisnavas (the 
worshippers of Vishnu) and the Saktas (the worshippers 
of Sakti)« As the Vaisnavas have the Vagavata Purana of 
their own, so have the Saktas theirs. Each sect deems its 
own Purana as being one of the chief eighteen mentioned 
before. The great commentator of the Vagavata Purana, 
Sridhara Swami, was fully congnisant of the serious 
doubt of the people about the Purana he commentated 
upon. Therefore he, at the very outset, said 

None should doubt that there i$ ai\y other eetilei : 

fhi VogavatM.'^ 


0 
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When tills ^mrrel over the VagAvaU was going oi> 
«UM>y worM were written. One of them w-as called 

fiagneflTiw I 

Asiap on the foe* of iht mcktd. 

Another was called 

^ great slap on the face of iht vkked. 

The reply to these works was called 
I 

A beating of the shoe on the fact of the teiekei,* 

All this clearly indicates that the Vagavata is a veiy 
modern Puraiia. The story of Krishna as given in it 
is, therefore, based upon some other older Puranas. 

The account of Krishna that Brahma Purana and 
Vishnu Purana give is word for word the same. It is not 
possible, — and neither such plagiarism is met with in the 
Sanskrit literature,— that either of the two has bodily 
copied twenty*8ix long chapters from the other. It is 
quite apparent, therefore, that both the Vishnu Purana and 
Brahma Parana have quoted these twenty-six chapters 
narrating the career of Krishna from sor'e other older 
,worl^. As Brahma Purana is a idter work than the 
Vi^^ Purana, we pass it by. 

But before we dkcuss the Vishnu Purana, we must 
take into our consideration another work which is, 
though wot inclnded amongst the Puranas, in no 
way different from any of them. This work is named 
Harhansa, It is a later work than the Vishnu Purana, 
and the story of Krishna that it gives is apparently 

• See Ison's translation of Vbhnu Purana, Preface. 
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borrowed from it. The reason for our saying this 
will be apparent from our notes later on. Evolution 
is a law •of Nature. Even in literature we find that 
things gradually expand in subsequent descriptions. 
If our readers take the trouble to go throu^i carefully 
the Vishnu Purana and Harivansa^ they will find that 
the descriptions of things in the Vishnu Purana are alt 
expanded in the Harivansa. In the Vishnu Purana^ 
Putana is only a child-killer, but in Harivansa she 
is a demoness. It claims to be an Appendix to the 
Mahavarata, but we agree with H. H. Wilson in saying, 
Its internal evidence is strongly indicative of a date 
considerably subsequent to that of the major portion 
of the Mahavarata.*^* 

Vishnu Purana narrates only the early life, and a 
scattered account of the after-life, of Krishna. It con* 
tains that whiclf is not narrated in the Mahavarata. 
We cannot say, and we have not the least chance of 
finding out, when this story of the Vishnu Purana 
was originally written. We have already said that all 
the Puraiias have gone through a process of additions 
and alterations in the course of many hundreds of years, 
and the Vishnu Purana is no exception. We find in it, 
matters of so recent a date as that of the loth century, 
A. D. But we cannot, therefore, say that this work 
does not dale any period earlier than the loth century, t 
and that the whole of this Purana was written in or 

* H. H. Wilson's Essays, Analytical, Critical, and Philosophi- 
cal, on subjects connected with the Mnskrit Literature, Vol 

j; See Asiatic Researches, Vol. XVI L, Journal of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, Vol III., pp 262 and 339, Vol VI., pp. i-iy, 
434 — 45 ^ and 070—980, Vol Vlf., pp 37 and 634, Ariana Antiqtia 
hv H. H, Wilson, pp 419, 422, 425, 427, also Wilson's Vishiwi 
Purana. 
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^bout this century. The internal evidence strongly indi- 
cates a much earlier date. * 

But we have to do only with the story of Krishna, 
and we shall be able to show that the story as told 
by the Visljnu Purana, and also by the Mahavanta, was 
extant m India in the loth century B. C., instead of the 
loth century A. D. 

The Mahavarata is most erroneously considered to 
be an Epic poem.* It does not possess even one 
characteristic of an Epic poem. It is not a poem at all. 
Almost all Sanskrit works, such as those on Grammar, 
Philosophy, Pathology, Astronomy, Mathematics are 
written in verse. Surely none of them is a poem. Tlu! 
Mahavarata was originally a hi.story — an Akhyana — a 
contemporary chronicle. The present Mahavarata itself 
says in Adi Piirva, Chapter ist, Sloka ^ : — 

We desire to hear Bharata^ the sacred history that drives away 
all fear:* 

And again in Sloka 26 
*^Some bards have already sung this history:* 

And again in Sloka 55 

**The son of Satyavati (Vyasa) by penances avd mediiationy haV’- 
ing classified the ever^lasting Veda, composed ih holy history:* 

, It is even now called an Itihasa thistorj) by all 
of our Sanskrit scholars. This is the definition of 
** history” given by the ancient Aryans. 

**The accounts cf the past that contain instructions an Dharma, 
Artha, Kama, and Moksha are called tjse histories:* 

But in its present form the Mahavarata is neither an 


The 

Mahava- 

rau. 


By many Oriental scholars of Europe. 
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Hpic poem nor a history. It is almost like any of the 
other Puranas,— 4 mass of cdlected records on various 
subjects written in the course of many hundreds of years. 
A cursory view of it would show that it bolds in its 
capacious bulk many independent works, such as the 
Rhagavata Gita, Anu Gita, Sanatsu Gita, Markandeya 
Samashya, and so forth. The present Mahavarata itself 
says in the Adi Par\'a, — 

dT ^ »nTinifiwT«i 
nwTtd dturit 5^: i 
ndtsvwxd ’jv: ddd Kxvrtfk: i 
iwi^ Vfdnnn i 
fd vam 

fadw: fmj: « 

“ Vjfasa originalljf compiled the Bharata, exclusive of episodes, 
in tventy-four thousand Slokas. This muck only is called by the 
learned as the real Bharata. He subsequently composed an epitome 
in one hundred and fifty verses." 

Rut the present hfahavarata contains instead of twenty- 
four thousand Slokas, no lc.ss than 107,390 Slokas. It con- 
tains a table of contents, instead of 150 Slokas, of no 
less than 268 Slokas. This is a clear indication that 
many thousand Slokas have been added to the orij^nal 
Mahavarata in course of many thousand years. 

The present Mahavarata is told by a certain 
man. This is a translation of its first two Slokas : — 

" Oil# day vdten the great sages of hard austerities, had 
beeih present at the ivselve years' saerifiet of Kule^aii 
were eo^erteAh seated in the HaisOisha forest, RiAi ftkenOMrl 
shaiu's son, Ugrasrava, popularly known as thi yen tf * Sstta, 
wtUversed in the Puremas, came to them in aJi 
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^ Tbe nameless ^^^tiUcman who recilca these two 
SUias goes on to say that the Ugrasrava Souti^ at the 
revest of the Rishis began to recite the Mahavarata, 
which wa; originally composed by Vyasa and narrated 
by Vajsany^ayana at the snakc-sacrilice of Janamejaya. 

Thus we find when it was recited in the Naimisha 
forest before the Rishis, even then it has come down to 
the fourth generation ;—(i) Vyasa, who taught it to 
(2) Vaisampayana, who taught it to (3} Lomharsana, 
who taught it to his son (4) Ugrasrava. But even this 
iftahavarata wc do not possess. The present one is told 
by some nameless person who recites what Ugrasrava 
narrated. When it was recited by Ugrasrava in the 
Naiinisha forest, it had even then gone through some 
additions and alterations, and a diflerence of opinion 
has already arisen about the various rcjidings of its text*, 
Adi Farva, Chapter L, Sloka 53, says : — 

*‘So/nc rcaJ the Bharata from the first Manirat some from the 
story of Astika, some again from Uparichara^ ivhilc some Bram- 
hanas read the whole.** 

Ugrasrava himself says in the Adi Farva, Chapter I., 
Siuka 8, tliat lie knows only eight ih«nisaiid and eight 
hundred Slokas, but the Mahavarata thai we now possess 
•contains more than a lakh of Slokas. 

It is thus quite apparent that the works, such as the. 
Mahavarata and the Puranas, wprt: made the vehicles by 
enthusiastic writers of difff^renf cults at difTcnrnt times , 
to promulgate their dogmas and doctrines. 'I'hcy became 
thus the store-houses of writings of all sorts of men of 
all shades of opinions, — nay of any and every one who 
thought that he had written something clever. From big 
hooks jto single coapletis, e%^cryihing was thurst into them 
by eve^ Mft and grade of men ivbo desired to publish 
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their romposltions and to secure for them a wide circle 
of readers * 

The story of Krijhiia is narrated in the Mahavarata, Tlw story 
but not as it is in the Vishnu Parana. He is sten in the Krishna. 
MahavaraU only ^^hell he comes in contact with the 
Rurus and the Pandavas. It is quite natural that such 
should be the case. The Mahavarata is the history of 
the Kuru-Panda\as. It was originally composed and 
recited at the command of Janam('jaya who was the 
great-grancLson of the Panda\as. It wms puqjosely com- 
posed to recite the glor)' of the Kuru-Pandava*^, to relate 
the hislonry of the Pandava heroes, and to narrate the 
great battle that was fought by them on the field of 
Kurukshetra. In such a work the life and career of 
Krishna are not to be expected to be written in full. He 
is seiMi in this wo.fc only in those places where he come.s 
in contact with the men whose history the work is. 

When, however, in the course of years ho came to be 
known as one ol the great men that the world has ever 
protlu( ed, then «aUenipts w'ore made to fill up ihc gap in 
the account of liis life and career which w'as found in the 
Mahavarata, In the* Harivansa, Chapter nt, we find it is 
mentioned that Jananujaya alter hearing the Mahavarata> 
desired to hear tlu* slor) of Krishna's early life. It is 
said that Vaisampayana then began to recite the HarU 
vansa. The Vagavata distinctly says that Harivansa w'as 
\\ rittem to fill up the gap in the story of Krishna as found 
in the Mahavarata. Though there is no such mention 
made in the Vishnu Purana, yet seeing the way in which 
If has narrated bis life and career, we can easily find that 

* This has been admitted the Oriental schobrs of both 
Borope and this country. 
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itsh accoont also Ls an attempt to lUI up the gap left 
^vacant by the Mahavarala, It has i!ol narrated any 
thing, that is already in the Mahavarata ; it 1 ms narraK^d 
anly his c^^irly career, — that which Ts not to be found in 
the great work. 

We thus meet with the >story of Krishna’s life chiefly 
in two ancient Sanskrit works, namely tl^e Mahavarata 
and Vishnu Purana, The one narrates his early life and 
the other his after-life. But both these works in lludr 
present forms are compilations of old stories, annals, and 
histories. Tlwy were compiled many hundreds of years 
after the birth of Krishna. 'Hiey have, therefore, in their 
pn'sont shape little or no historical vahh\ But we 
shall presently show that the story of Krishna was 
extant in India many hundred years before the present 
Mahavarata came into existence. If we can show 
this, it would then U: clear that the original story of 
Krishna's life, which wc shall prove to lm\e been w rilttm 
by a contemporary cfironicler, was taken bodily inU/thc 
present Mahavarata, added and interpolated, [ill it has 
almost disappeared in a sea of leg^Mids, annals, aud 
liclions, 

Lf,T us now see how long the storj of Krishna’s life 
' and the story of the Mahavarata have bet'ii extant in Imlia. siory of 

In many of the inscriptions that have been *^****'^'”** 
discovered and deciphered, the, story of Krishivi is 
distinctly mentioned. In a Siva’s temple in a place 
called Iballi in Dharwar, the great battle of Kufu- 
kshetra has been distinctly mciHioired.* The inscription 
says it was made 3730 years after the great battle, but 

♦ Sec Journal of the Asiatic Society of Meniral. VoK I V^, pp, 376 
and X77 m VoI, V., p. 725,, Vol. VI,, p. 88. Journal, Royal A. 

New Series, 1836 Vol i part ? p. 77 V 
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it IS also wrilten that it was made in 5o6lh 
which corresponds with 584 A. D.* In the eppper {datep 
of the Gurjar kings, dated the 4th century A< D., the 
following line occurs. 

iiftsiw a Pifta 1 » 

"Produced vuth Laiilimi and placed on Ike breast of Krishna, 
it was like the Kaustava gem." 

Ill another plate, dated the 2nd century A. D , the 
name of Krishna is mentioned.f 

arwireai ^wn 1 

"0 Krishna, abode of Rest ” 

In a mountain ca\e ne.ir Nassik, there is an inscrip- 
tion, dated the 1st country A. D The following line 
occurs in it t * 

".!» mighty as Ra%a, Krishna, Arjtina, and Uhmastaa." 

In the ninth century A. D, the celebrated work, 
Sankara Btjaya, w as w rittcn.§ In one place it says 

'srfl *tiin wyj I xxn 5xx wxxxxxxr 

X[«T xt fttx irttx xixxrxfIxxT fsxx xTXTxnfixrxwf XTxxnw: 1 

\ 

* See the Journal of the Bombay Branch, Royal Asiatic Societyi 
Vol. IX., p. 315. 

t See Journal, Asiatic Soiicty of Benj^al, 1854, m, 57*58. 

1 Sec Journal, Bombay Bianch of the R. A. S. Vol. p. 41. 

f Many Oriental scholars of both this country and Europe 
have fixed the affc of .almost all Sanskiit works. But there arc 
differences of opinion amon^fst them. We have accepted the 
opmions of only those with whom we have been able to ngree. For 
tear of making this IniroiuctioH tedious, we have not dwelt upon 
them. VVe have given the dates which appeired to us reliable and 
approximately correct, but we have mentioned in the foot*riotcs (ha 
works that s>uppoi t out ^ icw*s. 
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The passage mentions the names of both Kama and 
krtshna and calls them incarnations of gods. 

Between the 6th and 7 lh century^A. D., Vhsavadaita 
was written.* In one place it says 

*^Harivansa in which the charming account of Puskara is 
givenP 

This distinctly means the ^‘Ilarivansa/* — the work 
vliich wc have already mentiontd. In many places of 
this celebrated work, the names of Krishna, Arjunaf, 
Bhima. and others are mentioned. 

The great poet KalUlasa flourished between the 4th 
and 6th century A. D.f lie writes in his celebrated 
poem Me^haduta* 

Mt; a 

*‘Thc rainbow appears from the top of the yonder ani-hiH like a 
rollected mass of brilliancy of gems. As rf\/r«« in his Gopa 
{cowherd) form is adorned with the brilliant p icock*s plumes, so 
^illyour black body be exceedingly beautified by that rainbow 

Between the 2nd and the 3rd centujry A.I)., Mrichha^ 
katika was. written, t In it we And the following Sloka* 

♦ Sec F. K. Hairs Preface to Vasavadalla, 1R59, pp. if -17 and 
51-5*. Toumal of ihc Asbtic Society of Bengal, 1862, and Journal 
of the wmbay Branch of the Royal Asuuic Society, 1851, pp« 
303-210. 

t Mon(eUL>ci ichte der Koniglkh Prenu^si^hen Akadcmie der 
Wissenschaficn Zu Berlin, 1873, pp. 554-558r and WebcHs History 
of the Indian Literatiire. 1878, p» 195. 

t See 'Wilson's Theatre of the Hindus, Vol. I., and also hii^ 
Ariana Antiqua, p. 3^14* 
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*r*i'(n nif*t < P i ^i« ra' t fsfWt ii i 

iWfrt rnw*' xn: 

ifv: W’WXT w wtwwrt* jniT; •• 

In these two couplets we meet w'ith the name? 
t»f Dhritarashtra, Durjadhana, Judhishthlra, and the 
Pandavas. 

In the and century B. C.,* Patanjala wrote the- 
Vasya of the great grammar of Panini. We find jm 
his work the story of Krishna’s life prominently men- 
tioned. Patanjali’s note on Panini, 3-1-26. 

winifii » 

"Itt describing the slaughter of Kausa, ‘Kansaghadhayati’ is. 
proper," 

Note on Panini 3-2-1 1. 

aW ftw ant?: t 

"I'asadeoa surely killed Kansa." 

Note on Panini 2-3-36. 

w I 

"Krishna mas ill disposed towards his maternal uncle (P^nsa)." 

Note on Panini 2-2-23. 

«id wnn 1 

d \ 

**Lvi the strength of Krishna increase vsith Sanhersana {Vala^ 
rama^ his brother) 

Note on Panini 3-2-1 18, 

m irtift 1 

"The Kurus fought a righteous hat He.*' 

- *• Sec Goktstucker*s Preface to Manava Kfilpa Sutrai pp. 229- 
Dr Bhandarkar in the Indian Antiquary for Oct.'^'i872, pp. 
299“ 3^2. August, 1877, PP» 241-251. Ibid l)cc.’i876, pp. 345- 

350. Ibid, Ocl., 1877, PP* 3 ^ 1 -3^7' Kicihorn’s Esisays on Katyana 
and Patanjali. 
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Kaiyana, the cclcbrntcd author of Katpa Sutra, 
flourished in the 4th century B. C.** He wrote n 
Bartika (ex^anatory notes) of Panini* In his work a 
distinct trgee of the story of the ftalravarata is found. 

Now AshwaTayana, the author of Grijhya Sutra, was 
born some centuries before Katyana a.s the fiiUowinjf 
Slokas would dearly show. 

^ rprtf firt 1W1 

'%fiT wwnfawaf 

iratwftrf flfi: 1 

nui w a ww t ^ umwi: n 

* • 

ai w a nftw r; 

nTT«nfuat 4 fwt’c qrf^«fta»nrT'i 5 1 

He loo has mentioned of the Mahavarata in his 
work Grijhya Sutra, of which 3-4, says :— 

3si9.aw«r 

nntJwhniTaiT: • • ♦ ^ 

siT*f « 5 I eair5jsfn 1 

"Let Sumanta, faimini, Vaisaiupuynna, Paila, Suiravasliya, 
Vgrata Dharmachatjat, and all other Acharjas be gratified’' 

In the fourth centuiy B. C., Mc^asthenes was in 
India. He has left behind him a record of w'hat he saw 
in this country. He speaks’ of a Hindu god whom he 
calls by the name of the Greek god, Heracles. His 

* See Kidhorn’s Essay on Katy.ny.tna and Patanjaii. 
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descriptioor t>f the Hindu Heracles ‘does not fit any 'other 
Hindu god except Krishna^* 

In the. fifth century B. -C, Buddhism spread «dl ovdr 
India, and the life of Buddha, the celebrated Buddhistic 
work, Lolita Visthara, was written. t In the .nth 
chapter of this very ancient work, the name of Krishna 
is distinctly mentioned. It says : — 

od amt sWlnwn 

oift wmrfrmr i 

arm^sTTfanfirn ^ irfin|nn iwt xi 

tsmathfamiff' aiiftjilsaai I 

The name of Krishna is distinctly mentioned in the 
third line of this verse. 

The Upanishadas are still earlier works. They were 
written long before Buddha was born. But in one of the 
oldest Upanishadas, the name of Krishna is distinctly 
mentioned. 

Chhandogya-Upanishada, 3rd Propataka, 17th part, 
says 

worn tssTl 

-a I w n wrjjr 1 

art 

"Saying all this (Rtshi) Chora of the race of Angitatha ihett 
spoke thus to Devakis soUf Krishna* * Take to these three things 
at the end, itainelyi jtou are undeteriirating, everlasting, and 
immortal.'" , 

JThe Aranyakas are still earlier works; and hgaih' 

1 ? I"dia as describe by M^arthen® a^ Arian 

by J. W. Macrmdle, 1877, pp. 35, 158, aoj, 203. 

t See Rhys Data's Buddhisnl. 
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the Brahmanas arc still earlier. Max Muller says that the 
Brahmanas were begun to be written*from looo B. C, 
Martin Haug says that they were begun to be written 
from the ^ 14th century B. C. In one of the Aranyakas 
Krishna's name is distinctly mentioned.*^ In two of 
the Brahmanas, the names of Parikshit and janamejaya 
are mentioned. They were the grandson and greaU 
grandson of the Pandavas. 

Aitariya Brahmana, Panjika 8-21, says : — 

mffPsrn: 1 

Satapat Brahmana 1 3-5-4- 1» says ; — 

^ \ «iT«nrt 

H%fT m ^ wwwTim^r^n 1 

In both these passages we meet with the names of 
Parikshit and Janamejaya. 

The earlier work than any of the Brahmanas is 
Panini's great Grammar. Professor Goldstuckcr has 
proved Panini^s age beyond all doubts.f When Panini 
wrote his grammar, then except the Vedas, neither the 
Brahmanas, nor the Aranyakas, nor the Upanishadas, 
^nor the Kalpa Sutras were written. We can, therefore, 
safely say that Panini flourished between the 12th and 
13th century B. C. Even then, the story of Krishna's 
life was extant, and he was held in high respect. 
The following quotations from Panini will show that 
the complete original story of the Mahavarata was well 
known in Panini’s time, 

• Taitariya Aranyaka, 10-6-6. 
f Sec Goldstuckcr*# Panini. 
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Paniiii 8-3*95. 

It refers to Judlusthira. 

Panini 4*1*176. 

ftwwnfii i fe i f W i e I 

It mentions the name of Kunti. 

Panini 4*3-98. 

5n 1 

This line distinctly mentions the names of both 
Krishna and Arjuna. 

Finding in Panini that Krishna was already an ador- 
able being and the story of the Mahavarata was already 
an old story when that great Grammarian flourished, we 
can reasonably suppose that the story then extant was 
written at least a hundred or hundred and fifty years 
before he was bom, 1. e. it was written in the 15th or 
the i6th century B. C. 

We shall presently show that the battle of Kuru- 
kshetra was fought in the 15th or the 16th century B. C. 
Under the circumstances it is quite evident that the 
story of the Mahavarata was written immediately after 
that great battle. Would it be now very wrong to, 
infer that it was really written by Vyasa, who was a 
contemporary of the Pandavas? 

We have nothing to disbelieve the fact that the story 
of the Mahavarata was recited before Kang Janaraeja^ 
who was the great-grandson of thoaPaadavas. We can 
quote innumerable instances from the Sanskrit literature 
to ^rove that the accounts of royal bmtfies and great 

men of ancient India were only written at tire conunand 

of their descendants, and they woe as a maitter ' of 


The story 
of 

Krishiui 
written ' 
by a 
Contem* 
porary. 
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recited by tbe Sutas at sacrifices in which the 
kings and' princes whiled aiinqr (heir Otne by Uatenitg^ 
to* them. It is therefore quite natural that J&namejaya 
lU^e to hear of the history of kis forefathers 
from Vaisampayana, who himself says that he learnt the 
account fiW hi» preceptor, Vyasa. 

If this be the case, the theory that the story is an 
allegory, or that the Pandawas and Krishna ace but after' 
additions falls to the ground. * We have seen Panini 
mentions the name of both .^rjuna and Krishna. We 
can find nothing in the history of the period between 
the battle of. Kurukdietra and the birth of Panini to lead 
us tO' believe that Arjuna and Krishna had been subse- 
quently added to the story of the Mabavarata. It is an 
impossibility to make such radical change^ in such a 
popular work as the Mkhavarata. The wholb story 
of the Mahavarata stands on Arjuna and Krishna. 
Janamejaya who caused the story to be recited was 
the great-grandson of Arjuna and great-grand-nephew^ 
of' Krishna, for Krishna was the brother of his great- • 
grandmother. The descendants of Krishna and Arjuna. 
ruled in India for many hundred years. If Janamejaya. 
and Parikhsit be historical personag'^s, Arjuna and: 
HCrishna can by no means be myths, lor there la no 
proof that they were not descended from Arjuna 
ud Subhadra,. and that Subha()ra was not Krishna's- 
rister* All other characters in the original story of the 
Midtavarata may be expunged, but Krishna and Arjuna 
can by no means be displaced, foe if they are removed, , 
the whole story falls t o the ground. 

* I.Mwn rilh it an aHqp>ry and attempts to explain it. Weber 
em tlM ediwr hand says thm the Paitdavas and Krishna am 
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Tho opinion of the Oriental scholars is that the battle 
of Kurukshctra was fought some time between the ulh 
and the i4th centijjry, B. C;,* but we hope to ahoW 
that this great battle was fought Some time between thO 
15th and the 16th century B> C. , 

Perhaps wc shall not have to tell our readers that 
Rajiarangint, the history of KaSmir, is one of the surviv* 
ing histories that were written in the Sanskrit 
language. The author of this celebrated work, Kalhana^ 
says that one Gonarda was occupying the throne of 
Kasmirwhen Judhislhira was reigning in Kurujangala. 
He adds that (ronarda ascended the throne in the 653rd 
year of the Kali (Yn^fn) age and Gonarda reigned for 
35 years. He gives the age of the Pandavas thus. 

^ri f ^ »Jf% 

iwwwr; 1 

According to Rajfaraftgini then, we get about 240O 
years B. C., as the age of Judhisthira. 

Vishnu Purana, Part 4, Chap. 24, Sloka 34, says 

*^The of Pnrihliit is after tzao years of Kali age.*' 
According to this then, wc get 1900 years B. C., as 
the age in which the battle was fought. « 

Vishnu Purana, Part 4, Chap. 24, Sloka 39, says/. — 

Vagavata, Skanda 12., Chap. 2, Sloka 32, says: — 

w *1^ win: 


The 

battle of 
Kuruks* 
hetiai 


^ Sec some of their opinions in p i. 





• Maghi is the loth constellation from Pnrtia AMrd 
and Maghi was the constellation ht the time of 
Judhisthira; thus Judhistbira would be one* thousand 
years ahe^d of Nanda. * 

Vishnu.Purana,, Part 4, Chap. 24, Sloka 32, says; — 
Wi uftlatft annneTla^wt 

Now Nanda was 100 years ahead of Chandra Gupta, 
the g^eat Emperor, who was the contemporary of 
Alexander. 

Vishnu Purana, Chap. 24lh says t— 

itfatsPn 1 m*| 

sflfiridt WWW: wgiftwfit 1 ftewnl sflwte 

"Mahn Padmaand his descendants seill be fl)e lords 0/ earth for 
one hundred years. The Brabmana named Katitillya •will destroy 
ihe kin^s of the Nanda dynasty. In their place the Maurjas wilt 
rule over the earth, Kautillya will instal Chandra Gupta on th$ 
throne." 

Alexander invaded India in 325 B. C. Chandra 
Gupta ascended the throne 10315 B. C. According to 
this, then, wc get Parikshit 1015 years .ihead of Nand^, 
and Nanda 100 years ahead of Chandra Gupta, the total 
being 1115 years. Add to this 3 1 5 years ; thus we get 
1430 B. C. the age of Parikshit. As a consequence the 
battle was fought some time in thc^ 15th century B. C. 

There is another astronomical calculation by which 
We can fix upon the age of the great battle. 

Vs^vata, 1 2th Skanda, Chapter II., Vayu Purana, 
37th Chapter, 413-417, Slokas, and Vishnu Parana, 
Part IV., Sec, 24. Slukas 33*34. give us an astronomical 
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cfekulatHHi of the age of lodhbdiirai, amt iSie/ ore o IiB oo t 
MBular. We qtMte the Vishnu Pumuu 

«ii4rera ^ ^ vMi Ihfh 

wxxtMrt WIST# Will 

he eH 44 t lemr 

h II uiftNh en% eewiwq fWtee k 

"The two Stan amongst the Sooen-Rishis (Uan), which aortooa 
in tho eastern sky, have a star in a direct lino them. The Seoen* 
Rtshis stay in it for one hundred years, 0 host if the twioe-borm, 
the Sfven^Rishis were in Magh& at the time when PariksUit 
was born'* 

Though the meaning of these two Slokas are very 
vague, yet some of the Oriental scholars have fixed from 
them the age of Judhisthira as being sometime between 
the 15th and 16th century. B. C, 

We can take, the help of another astronomical cal* 
culation to fix the age of the battle of Kurukshetra. 
Wh<‘n Bhisma fell wounded, he said that he would not die 
in the Southern Solstice which, according to the notion 
of that age, was a bad time to depart from this life. So 
iu‘ patiently waited for the Northern Solstice which took 
place in the month of Migha. He said when dying >— 

xrdlsd xir. fWirt i 

" O gentle fudhisthira, the month of itagha has arrimed." ^ 
It clearly says that when Bhisma died the Northern 
Solstice took place in the month of MAgkg, But the 
Northern Solstice does not now take plac$ in Mighm ; 
it takes place on the 7th or the 8tb Poush4 (aiat 
llecenibcr). We shall not trouble our readers with 
astronomical calculations, but the result at which we 
arrive is that the period whldt intervenes betweeittko 
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pmeat dsy tt Um Northern Solstice with diat whksh 
took place when Bhisma died is about 3I96 years. We 
Uwsfind Bhuma died sometime in the idtb century B. C. 

It wo^Id be presumption on our part to say that we 
have, after a lapse of about four thousand years, been able 
to fia die age of Krishna beyond all doubts. But we have 
placed before our readers some facts from which we can 
reasonably ask them to accept the theory that he 
flourished sometime between the 15th and the tbth 
century B. C 

We believe we can now very reasonably come to the 
following conclusions : — 

I That Krishna was bom some time in the 15th 
and 16th century B. C. 

a That the story of his life was written by one 
who was his contemporary and who kn|W him best. 

3 That this story now lies buried in the two ancient 
Sanskrit works, namely the Mahavarata and the Vishnu 
Purana. 

Now the question arises,— Is it possible to unearth ,„ethodof 
this otieinal story of Krishna’s life from underneath the natoring 
great mass of fictions that cover it ? We are happy to of 
^say it is not as difficult a task as it ..ppears at first Kr»hna. 
sight, and that for the following three reasons, namely,— 

« 1 We have been able to fix the age in which 
Krishna was bora, 

3 We have a very clear and faithful account of the 
prditical, social, and r^igious condition of India of this 
parUcttlar age in such Sanskrit works as the Vedas, the 
Brahmanas, the Aranyakas, the Sutias See. 

3i We have come to learn by careful study of the 
SanAfir literature what religteus, social, and political 
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changes passed over the Hindu race since the day when 
Krishna was born. 

To restore the original story of Krishna’s life froni 
the present Mahavarata and Vishnu Purana^ we shall 
have, therefore^ simply to leave out of them the 
following,— 

1. All matters, whether in respect of religion, man- 
ners and customs, social and political affairs, or any other 
matters, that were not in existence in the Vedic age. 

We know what was and what w^as not in existence 
in that period of the history of the Aryan race. For 
example we know that in the Vedic age, the Aryans had no 
such gods as V’ishnu, Siva &c. ; they had no caste system 
as wo have now, they had no Brahmanical supremacy, 
and so forth. Therefore, in finding out the original story 
of Krishna from within the two works in question, we 
must go on expunging all matters that have any connec- 
tion with these gods and with such matters as mentioned 
above. 

2. We know that many religious, social, and political 
changes passed over the Aryan race long after the death 
of Krishna. By careful study of the Sanskrit literature, 
we have been able to know w'hat they and their nature 
and results were. 

In trying to revive the original story of Krishna’s 
life from the Mahavarata and the V'ishnu Parana 
we must throw avray all matters that savour of 
these changes. For instance, Buddhism flourished in 
India many hundred years after the birth of Krishna. 
Therefore, if we find anything in these two works 
that is apparently the result of Buddhism, wc must 
reject it. 
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* We need not say we shall also reject all foolish) 
fanciful, and poetical descriptions, —alt matters based 
on unnatural and extraordinary piracies, -^things with 
which these works are replete. They arc evidently 
added t» these works in order to make them more 
amusing and interesting to the masses before whom 
they were used to be recited and sung. Thus using 
the pruning knife, we shall try to find out the story of 
Krishna’s life which was written by his great contem* 

•porary the sage Vy.asa. 

We shall base our accounts on the Vishnu Purana 
and the Mahavarata, though we shall sometimes refer 
to Harivansa and Vagavata. But as we shall proceed 
we will append critical and elaborate notes to unfold 
the original story. 

We believe we should now summarise the points put General 
forward by us. ^ummaf 

1. Even from the Vedic age there was a class of 
men amongst the Aryans who were called the Sutas. 

2. Their profession was to recite the glories of 
kings, to narrate the histories of royal families, and to 
relate the life and career of great men. invariably gather- 

‘ ed from eye-witnesses and contemporar/ chroniclcrsi 

3. These narratives were known by the names <rf 
the Puranas and the Itihasas. 

4. The present Puranas and Itihasas, however, 
are masses of collected records on various subjects in 
which have been incorporated the old Puranas and 
Itihasas. The histories of royal families and great men 
of ancient India, therefore, now lie buried in Uiis mass 
of fictions. But they still exist, and they might be 
•restored. 
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5. The account of the life and career of Krishna, 
according to the custom of ancient India, was written 
by a contemporary chronicler, namely, the great sage 
Vyasa. 

6. It was originally recited by a Suta named 
Lomharsana, and then by his son, Ugrasrava, and then 
by other Sutas, and thus it tiiune down from generation 
to generation. 

7. This account of Krishna was incorporated in 
the original Puranas and Jtihasas which in their turn 
were incorporated in the mass of literature which now 
goes by the name of the Puranas and Itihasas. 

8. The most ancient of the present Puranas and 
Itihasas are the Mahavarata and Vishnu Parana. 

9. These two works contmn the original story of 
Krishna as written by Vyasa. 

10. This story was written by a contemporary 
chronicler, and therefore it has the greatest historical 
value. 

1 1. We have also proved through other sources that 
Krishna was an historical personage. 

12. Wc have finally made an attempt to recover the • 
original story of Krishna as written by Vyasa from the 
present Mahavarata and Vishnu Purana. 

With great pains, with laborious study, and with Conclu. 
careful analyses of innumerable works, we have m ade 
an humble attempt to raise up the buried statue and to 
rescue the lost history of the greatest and the grandest 
of men^hat was ever born in this world^-a man who was 
great and perfect in every respect,>-a man who was too 
high to be understood, and therefore universdl^ misuader* 
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stoo<l|-r-*a man who was the most perfect and the highest 
ideal of the human race 

We do not exaggerate earnestly ask our 

readers 15 go through these pages without prejudices 
and .withont preconceived misconceptions Wc earnestly 
solicit them to peruse this “ Life and Teachings of 
Srikrishna*' with an impartial mind and a devout heart 



Bilioldt Parthat my forms by hundreds and thousands. They 
arc various, divine, and different tn colour and form, 

Behold the Adttyas, the P’asus the Pudras, the ASwtns, and 
the Maruias, Behold, O Bhdrata, innumerable wonders never 
seen by you before. 

Behold, OiidakeSa, the entire universe of movables and tm- 
movables, and whatever else you desire to see, all collected tn me 
But you are not fit to see me with these your eyes. Therefore 
f give you divine sight. Behold now my great Mystic Form. 

Citat Chap, XI,, Slokas 
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CHAPTER 1. 


THE KINGDOM OF MATHURA. 

Ar thr timr of which wc are speak the kingdom 
oi Mathura t exUmded on both sides of the Jamuna^ 
It was neither a \ory big state no/ a very pow'ertul 
on(‘, but it w'as peopled by some of the heroic and 
proud clans J of the Aryan race § that had already^ 
occupied all the fertile plains of Northern India. 
I he country was called Surasenaka after the name ol 
the founder of the kingdom, who w-as named Surasena. 

** Coicbrookc says that the battle of Kurukshetra, i.e, the time 
\\hcn Siikrishna was alive, — was touiL^ht in th< r4th century li. C 
Wilson and Elphinstone are at one uilh him. Vilford says it wa> 
fought in 1370 It. Pi.itt has fixed its date .is the t2th centur 
B. C Wc have, ho\Ncvci, fixed it some time between the 
and 16th century B C. Sec InirotIuUwn, 

t Mathura is now a large distnc^t the Norlh-Westcrn 
Provinces. 

X They were called^ Yadus, Bhojas, Andhakas, Kukurasp 
Siatwatas, Dasarahs, Vrisnis &c. dtc. 

a For an account of the Aryan race we would refer our 
rs to such works as the following — (rt) Lectures on the Science 
of language l»y Professor Max Muller, 1st and 2nd Senes. 

{h) Weber’s Modem Investigation into Ancient India. 

(<?) Uopp’s Comparative Grammar. 

^ (d) Pritchard’s Physical Hi^ofy of Mankind. 

(e) tiurnouf*'^ Commentaire sur le Yacna, pp. 460-62, ikp., Ar. 
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He was a descendant of Yadu, a scion of the great 
Lunar dynasty.* 

The city of Mathura itself was situated within a fort ; 
it stood on the right bank of the deep blu« Jamunat 
which rolled by the foot of the Vrisni citadel^ Outside 

'* Two of the most ancient and celebrated royal dynasties 
<»i India Were called alter the names of the Sun and the Moon. 
In almost all Sanskrit works the mention of these two dynas- 
ties is met with, 'fhe Mahavarata, Vagavata, Vishnu Parana, 
and other such works say that the kings of Mathura belong- 
ed to the Lunar dynasty. The following is the Gcneology they 
tliiotc : — 

Chandra ( moon ) begot Budha, Budha begot lla, 11 a begot 
Pururava, Piirurava begot Ayu, Ayu begot Nahusa, Nahusa 
begot Yayali. Yayati begot five sons, na»ncly Yadii, Puru, 
Tarvasii, Drujhu, and Anu. The kings and princes of Mathura 

Krishna) were the descendants of Yadu and those of Haslina- 
pur ( the Kurus and the Pandavas ) were the descendants 
of Puru. 

In the Rig V'eda, Mandala loth, we find Pururava as a histori- 
cal personage,— a powerful king. But in Yajur Veda Samhita, 
Madhyaudini Branch, Sec. Y., Kandika 2, we find Pururava and 
IJrvasi are but two pieces of wood, by siriking which the sacri* 
fk:ial fire was nKule. In the Rig V^eda, Mandala loth, Sukias 48-49, 
wc meet with the names of Vadu,’.Puriir and Tarvasu, but, there is 
no mention of their relationship to oitc another. 

In Ilarknitisa Parva of the Harivansa an account of the Yadu 
dynasty of Mathura is given, which exactly tallies with what we find 
in the other Puranas. But in Vishnu Parva of the same work a 
different .acct)unt is given. There it is said that Yadu of Mathura 
was born of the Solar dynasty. It says that one Harjashya 
the Solar dynasty was once the king of Ayodhya. He married 
the daughter of Madhu, the king of Madhuvana. Now this 
Madhuvana is said to be the modern Mathura. It then goes on 
to say that Harjashya, for some reason or other, came to' Mathura 
and lived in his father-in-law’s house. He begot a son called 
\'adii, from whom the Yadavas of Mathura w'ere descended. 

In the Ramayana wc find that Madhu’s son, Lavana of Madhu* 
vana, was defeated by Satrughana, the youngest brother of Rama 
of Ayodhya. It then says that it was Satrughana who founded the 
city of Mathura. Many years after, the great-grandson of Yadu 
named Bhima drove away the Ajodhya people from Mathura, and 
thedbcforih it always remained in the hands of the descen^nts 
of Yadu, w>. the Vadavas. 

Thus we find both the descendants of the So)^ and the Lunar 
dynasties claimed Krishna as their own. 
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the fort, as far as eyes cotild see, lay ^ extended^ green- 
liclds and grassy pastures with small hamlets and 
villages here and there, shaded by b^autifai orchards and 
gardens. ‘Broad, well-constructcd roads ran in all direc- 
tions ; over them moved along the chariots of warriors, 
the beasts of burden and the swift horses, the slow 
camels and the huge elephants of traders and merchants. 
It was a very busy city, — trade, agriculture, and business 
being in full swing.* 

• Some five miles west of 1;he city lay an extensive 
wood known by the name of Vrtndavana. A beautiful hill 
called Govardhana rose towering over its grassy plains. 
It abounded in various charming groves of Bakulas 
( Mimiisops elengi), Kadambas { Nanclea Kadamba ) 
and Tantalas (Xanthocymus Pktorius). Entwined with 
blossoming creepers and overhung wit||r beautiful orchids, 
they resounded with the sweet notes of Kokidas ( Cuculus 
Indicus), Ckakramkas (Anos Casarca) and Sarasas 
(Ardea Sibirica). Deer, antelopes, buffaloes and various 
animals of various colours roamed in these shady arbours. 
The charming Vrindavana was the most beautiful wood- 
lands that lay on the banks of the Yamuna from its 
iiiouth to the source. 

But all the forests near and around Mathura were not 
as beautiful as the Vrindavana. The northern and south- 
ern outskirts of the kingdom of §urasenaka were covered 
with dense forests, abounding in fearful wild beasts and 
more fearful wildmen.f The original inhabitants of this 
part of the country, being driven away by the Aryan invad- 
ers, the ancestors of the Vrisnis, had taken shelter in 

• Sec Vagavata, Skanda X., Chapter 41st, Slokas 10-23. 

t See Purana, Part V., See. V'H. Harivansa. Vi&Hnti 

Parva, Chapter #7th \ V'agavata, Skanda X.. Chapter XVI, 




4 


SRrKRISHNA. 


these wild forests. These Nagas, as they were called, if 
not as much civilised as the Aryans, were not exactly 
wildmen. They had their own kings, their own armies, 
and their own religion and societies. Forced to lead a 
wild life, driven as they were by their Aryan enemies, 
they lived far away in the innermost depth of the forest 
in their owm wild settlements. Near and about Mathura 
the Nagas abounded, and though they kept burning in 
their heart the bitterest enmity against their Aryan 
conquerors, yet they did not give vent to this feel- 
ing. They paid them tribute, and had commercial 
intercourse with them in the greatest possible amity. 
But if opportunity occurred, they did not let it slip 
without wreaking the severest vengeance on their 
great enemy.* 

Besides thcv.Vrisni Aryans and the wild Nagas, 
there lived, near Mathura, a powerful nomad clan, the 
people belonging to which were known by the name of 
the GofiaStf Some live or six miles from Mathura on the 

* In all the Puranas, the Nagas arc described as **snakes". 
As the word Na^a means a snake, we are afraid the authors of 
the Piiranas thought it proper to describe them as such. But if 
we read even their descriptions of these so-callcd “snakes," we can 
come to no other conclusion than that these Nagas were but 
race of wildmen, the original inhabitants of some parts of India, 
whence they were driven away by the Aryans. Such being the 
case, we have rejected all descriptions in which these people were 
spoken of as *'snakcs." See Muir’s Sanskrit Texts, Vol. II., 
Chapter III. 

t In some Puranas these Gopas are described as the Aryans 
of the Vaisya order. Nanda is said to be the son of Vasudeva’s 
uncle by a Vaisya woman. But our readers will find that at the 
time of which we speak there was, in fact, no caste system amongst 
the Aryans. If Nanda and his clan were Vrisni Aryans, they 
wouj^ have been the Aryans of Mathura ; but the fact is otherwise. 
Vidura was the son of a maid-servant, — but he was still one of 
the Kurus. For all these reasons we believe (hat these Gopas were 
a sort of gypsy race which adopted the Aryan religion, but led a 
nomad life, ® 
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Other side of the Jamuna there lay an extensive pasture 
ground, overspread with fresh, green and soft grass, 
abounding in shady trees and watery streaiftlcts, and 
possessing •every requisite for the tending of sheep 
and cattle.* Here did these people, — the Gopas , — ^live 
with their waggons and cars, with their tents and canvas- 
sheds, with their wives and children, and sheep 
and cattle. Though they w'ere powerful and numerous, 
yet they were not quarrelsome ; they loved peace, and 
they peacefully paid tribute to the ruling chiefs of 
Mathura. At the time of which w^e are speaking 
Nanda was the chief of this great nomad clan. 



CHAPTER II. 


THE KINGS OF MATHUBA. 

VVmfn the founder of the kingdom of Mathura, 
Surascna, died, he was succeeded by many of his des- 
cendants till at last one Ugrasena ascended the throT\p 
He was the son of Ahuka, who had another son named 
Devaka. Roth brothers had many children,* but it 
would suffice if we mention only two of them, namel), 
the eldest son of Ugrasena, whp w as named Kansa t and 
the youngest daughter of Devaka, who was named 
Devaki. She was the mother of Krishna, and Kansa was 
the great tyrant of Mathura, who made strenuous efforts 
to kill him till he himself was at last killed by him. 

Devaki was married to a prince of the Vrisni clan 
named Vasudeva. He was the eldest of the ten sons 
and live daughters of his father, Sura,J and he had ten 
wives of w'honi Devaki was the yourtgest § 

'Fhough the Yadus of Mathura ruled oer a very 
small kingdom, yet they had very high connections, 

* Devaka had four sons and seven daughters. Ugrasena 
had nine sons and five daughters. 

See Vagavata, Skanda X., Chapter XXIV. Vtshnu Purana, 
Part III., Sec. XIV. 

t Kansa was an illegitimate child. It is said that once upon 
a time when l^grasena’s wife went into the forest to sport, she was 
embraced by the king of Saiva. The fruit of this connection 
was JCansa. 

J See Vishnu Purana, Part III., Sec. XIV. Vagavata, 
Skanda X., Chapter XXIV. 

« See Ibid Part III., Sec. XV. ibid Skaada X., Chapter 
XXIV. 
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They had many powerful rclativen and allies.* Kansa 
married the two daughters of Jarasandfia, the king of 
Magadha,t who was Ihep the most powerful potentate in 
whole Indiai Vasudeva's five^sisters were all married to 
some of the greatest Aryan potentates of Northern India. 
The eldest F^ritha was married to Pandu, the prince of 
Kurujangalat and the fourth Srutasrava was married to 
the most illustrious Damugosha, the king of Chcdi.§ 

Just after the marriage of Vasudeva and Devaki, a 
v^y great change came upon Mathura. On the day 
following whtm the marriage ceremony was over, Kansa, 
in order to escort his sister Devaki to her new home, 
himself drove the chariot in which the newly married 
couple were proceeding to their own palace. The 
grand procession was slowdy winding its course through 
the crowded streets of Mathura, whep a deep voice 
was heard to rise above all other sounds. It .said, 
fool, the eighth child of the damsel whom you are es- 
corting will be the destroyer of your own life.’^H 

The words thrilled through the crowd like a flash 
of lightning ; an ominous silence reigned over all ; an 
• indec»cribal)le sensation passed thrpugh the assembled 
multitude j Kansa started up and pu'led the horses 
back. With a jerk the chariot stopped, and he stared 

* They were connected by m.arri.igc with many kingdoms 
9»iich as Avanti, Ma^dha, Kuru, Karesha, Kakeya, Vidnarva, 
Videha, Kosala, Mitnila &c. 

' See Vishnu Parana. Part 111., Sec. XIV. 

t Modern South Behar. 

I Modern Delhi. 

i Modern Allahabad. 

II Both the Vishnu Purana and Vagavata say that the voice 
was heard in the sky, but Hartvansa says that Kansa learnt from 
Narada that he would be slain by the eighth child of his sister 
Devaki. See Vishnu Purana, Part V., Sec. I. Vagavata, Skanda 
Xi Cfuqiter I. life also Hartvansa^ Vishnu Parva, Chapter 56th. 
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back on the happy pair like an infuriatt^d bull. He lost 
all self-control, seized his sister by the hair, and raised 
his sword to cut her, down. % 

But Vasudeva fell on his knees and entreated him 
to spare her life. He solemnly promised that he would 
hand over to him every child that she would brin^ 
forth With the w cepings of his sister, with the entreaties 
of her husband, and \Vith the earnest implorings of the as- 
sembled thousands, Kansa was moved He spare<l his 
sister's life and allowed her to repair to her recent!) 
married husband's home. 



CHAPTER III. 


THE PLOT AGAINST EANSA 

Thf awful words heard by Kansa pri'yed upon 
his mind Though he tried to laugh them away, yet they 
remained fastened to his heart He brooded over them, 
ajd as time wore on, they made deeper and deeper 
impressions in his mind till the fatal words made him 
sad, destroyed his appetite and drove his sleep away,-— 
nay, they ran through his veins as so many streams 
of burning sulphur 

When he heard that his sister, Devaki, had con- 
rei\ed, he roared and foamed like a mad bull. He 
passed orders to throw both Devaki and Vasudeva into 
prison He commanded that they should be kept 
imprisoned in the castle dungeon till their child W'as 
born. He did not stop there. He killed all the sons 
ol Vasud<*va that were born to him by his other wives. 
To make himself more safe and his position more secure 
he usurped the throne and imprisoned’ his own father, 
tRc old king Ugrasena. He beheaded all whom he 
suspected to be his enemies. The heads of many revered 
chiefs of the Yadu dynasty kissed the ground, and a 
reign of terror came over Mathura.* 

* Vacravata, Skanda X , C hapter 1 1., Slokas 1 - 4 , sa>fi * — 
king, Kansa, being puuJ of his prowess and making an 
alliance with the people of Magadha, joined with Pralamba, Vaka« 
Chanura, Tnnavarta, Agha, Keshi, Dhanuka, Yana, Vauma 
and other Asura kings and (}*rann sed over the Yadus. Having 
been fearfully persecuted bv his terrible oppressions, they escaped 
to the Kuru, Panchata, Kakeya, Salya, Yidnarva, Nishada, Vtdeha 
and Koeala king|foms. Only a few remained to serve Kansa.** 
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Many of tlic Yadus and the Vrisnis escaped with 
their wives and'children from the kingdom of Mathura ^ 
many hid. themselves in forests and hills^ and many 
took shelter in oIIkt kingdoms. ^ ” 

King Kansa ruled over a most disaffected people. 
But he was too powerful, and so he cared not the least 
what cruelties he perpetrated, what sins he committed, 
or what oppressions he made.* 

Hut none of his subjects forgot the words so omi- 
nously uttered on the day when their beloved princess 
Devaki had been proceeding to her newly married hus- 
band’s home. They sol<‘innly believed the words to be 
Heaven’s prophecy- They, there! ore, eagerly and anxi- 
ously, — nay hoi)ing against all hope, — waited for the birth 
of the eighth son of that princess, for it was the only 
mtians of thc^ir deliverance from the* cruel persecutions 
of their tyrant king. That son was to be their only 
saviour, — the saviour ordained by fVovidence. 

It w;is natural that they should make strenuous 
efforts to sav(‘ the ( hiltlren of Devaki, at least the eighth 
one.t Many of the Yadii chiefs secretly communicated 
with Nanda, the chief of the (lopas. They also com- 

* In Hnrivansa, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 561 h, Kansa says: — 
“Who is lliere in llu' world of nuMi who could dare provoKC 
me? I can with ihesc my two long arms overwhelm the whole 
earth. From thi'i day I shall ftTseeuic men, beasts, birds, and other 
creatures tliat follow the cc lest wls.*’ 

f Neither iltc Vishnu Purana, nor Harivansa, nor \’agavata, 
nor Bramha Purana says iti so mai^y words th;il there was a plot to 
save Devaki’s child and to overthrow' Kansa. But if vc carefully 
study this portion of their narratives, we can come to no other 
conclusion than that the child was saved by a deep laid con- 
spiracy in w’hich, perhaps, almost all the people of Mathura^ 
besides the Gopas of Gokula and the Nagas of the forest, joined. 
1 'hc Mahnvarata in more than one place gives us to understand that 
Kansa was destroyed through the united efforts of all the Wisnis. 
In. the Sava Parva, Chapter LXll., Sloka S, Vidtira addresses 
Uhi'uarashtra tbus» — ^ 
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municated with the chief of the Nagas, — ^the two nearest 
powerful men with whose help and cef-operation they 
hoped to overthrow the tyrant They left *00 stone 
unturned tp save the child of Devafci, — the child whom 
they all believed to be the heaven’s ordained Saviour ui 
Miithura. 

When all Mathura was eagerly expecting for the 
eighth conception of Devaki, Vasudeva’s another wife, 
named Rolling conceived. Kansa’s persecutions had 
become so unbearable and the people had become so 
inri^atient that many of them thought the expected child 
of Rohini to be the identical one alluded to by the pro^ 
phecy. They, therefore, determined to save it. Rohini 
was secretly removed to the nomad settlement and kept 
hidden in the house of Nanda,* where in course of dme 
a boy was born of her. 

A few months after Devaki conceived. Another 
strenuous effort was made to remove her out of the 
reach of the tyrant king. But she and her husband wer(? 
kept prisoners under lock and key in a ccdl where none 


“The Andhakas, the Yadavas, nnid the Bhoias, uniting together, 
abandoned Kansa. At the request ( of the vhole tribe) Kansa 
was killed by that slayer of foes, Krishna.” 

• In the Vagavata, Skanda X., C hapter VIII., and in Vishnu Pu- 
rana, Part V.. See. VI., we find the priest of the Vrisniracc^ named 
Ciarga, secretly comes to Cjokula and as secretly performs the 
initiatory rites of Krishna, In Vagavata, Skanda X., Chaplcr 
36th, Kansa says ; — “Whesn they ( Kama and Krishna ) would he 
destroyed, their friends and Vasiulcva and other Vrisnis, 

Vojas, and Dasarahs will easily bo destroyed. I shrdl also destroy 
my avaricious father Ugrasena, his brother Devaka and others who 
are rebellious against me.” 

Vayu Parana, Chapter 34th, Slokas 9R-2r>o, distinctly says that 
there was a conspiracy and a secret plot to overthrow Kansa. 

• We shall later on quote those portions of the Vishnu Parana, 
Harivansaand Vagavata where it is narrated how the child Krishna 
was saved and how an exchange of him was m<ide with the thiic* 
of Nanda, 
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rould reach them. Failing to remove her, the conspira-* 
tors thought of removing the child as soon as it would 
be born. • They bribed the guard, they won over the best 
confidants of the king, they secretly sept word to 
the Gopa and the Naga chiefs, they made every arrange- 
ment to make an exchange of Devaki’s child with 
another. It was absolutely necessary to keep the 
birth of the child a dead secret, for if Kansa was not 
thus deceived, he would move heaven and earth to find 
out the child and destroy it. It would then be iip- 
possible to save the child from the fearful wrath of the 
cruel king wherever it be kept. 

But who would agree to allow his or her dear child 
to be exchanged with that of Devaki, knowing it fully 
w^l that it would be mercilessly destroyed by the cruel 
Kansa ? Was there such a noble man or w'oman in 
all Mathura who could make this great sacrifice ? 
Searches were made and many people in and around 
Mathura were appealed to> till at last the great and 
noble Nanda offered his child, which was expected 
to be born almost simultaneously w'ith that of the 
Vrisni princess Devaki, to be sacrified for the good 
oi the Vrisni race. 



CHAPTER IV^ 


BIRTH OF KRISHNA. 

It was the midnight of the 8th day of the Lunar 
month in the black fortnight of the fourth month of the 
Solar year* when the constellation Rohini (Aries) W’as 
in^lhe ascendant and the constellation Aswini ( Taurus ) 
and others and also all the planets were favourable, — 
it w’as in that memorable night ti some three thousand 
five hundred years ago, that Krishna was born in the 
prison cell of the Vrisni citadel in the holy city nof 
Mzithura. One of his biographers says: — 

*• The moment became endued with all good pro- 
perties. The sky became clear ; the stars shone in 
brilliancy ; the cities, the villages, the pastures and the 
mines passed through a great change ; the waters of 
the rivers became purer ; the lakes and tanks shone in 
beauty with lotuses and lilies ; blossoms of wild trees 
opened up ; the birds began to sing ii. great delight ; 
the Kinnaras and the Gandharvas sang ; the Sidhas 
and the Charanns recited hymns, the Vydyadharas 
and the Apsaras danced, the Rishis and the CelestiahX 
showered flowers on earth. At such an hour of the 
night, the exalted one took his birth in the world. 

* It was Wednesday of the month of Vadra ( about ist day 
of September ). 

t Vishnu Purana, Part V., Sec. HI. 

X The Kinnaras, Gandharvas, Sidhas, Charanas, Vydha- 
dharas, Apsaras and the Celestials are higher beings than man. 
They are often mentiemed in all Sanskrit works. 

f Vagavata^jSkanda X., Chapter HI., Stokas t-8. 
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Another says : — “The pious obtained new delight ; 
the strong winds were pacified and the rivers flowed 
silently r the oceans made music with their murmurings ; 
the Gandharvas began to sing and the Apsaras began to 
dance ; the celestials stationed in the sj^y began to 
shower flowers, and the holy fire glowed with a mild 
flame/'* 

Only a few lines below, the same authors write that 
it was a very stormy and fearful night. It was a night 
when rain was pouring like a sheet of waters, wl^n 
blazing lightnings were flashing from one corner of 
the sky to the other, when dreadful thunder was roaring 
and fearful hurricane was blowing, shaking the earth to 
its very centre. 

In this fearful night the child was born. As soon as 
it was born, V^sudeva wrapped it up with a cloth and 
hastily came out of the prison cell, the guards and friends 
outside helping him to pass out secretly and noiselessly 
from the dungeon.t 

♦ Vishnu Purana, Part V., Sec, III., Slokas 3-5, 

t Wc shall t|uolo the deseriplions of this portion of the story 
from Vishnu Purana and V;igavala. Wc would ask our readers 
to form their own opinion. 

Vishnu Purana, Part V., Sec 111., says: — “The guards jnd 
gate-keepers of Mathura were all charmed with 
{ p>ddass of illusion ) and none of them obstructed the passage 
ofVasudeva. It was raining heavily at that lime and the many- 
headed Naga Shesha followed Vasudeva, spreading his hoods 
over his head. And when he, with the child in his arms, crossed 
the yamMttat deep and dangerous as it was containing many whirl- 
pools, its waters were silent and rose not above his knccs.“ 

Vagavnta, Skanda Chapter III., says, — “By the power 
of that illusion, the consciousness of the gate-keepers and the 
citizens was destroyed. They .ill fell into a deep sleep. The 
doorf and the gates, barred with iron shutters and strongly bound 
with iron chains, gave way as soon as Vasudeva appicared before 
them with the child. The clouds roared and rained. ( The Naga ) 
Ananta w'cnt behind shadowing them with his hoc^s and thus 
pi electing them from the rains.^* ♦ 
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Noiselessly did he pass out of the fort, and the Naga 
chief escorted him up to the door of Nanda*s house, 
where the child was silently exchanged with- that of 
Jasada, the ^excellent wife of the nomad chief. With 
Nanda s child, which was a girl, Vasudeva as silently 
and as quietly returned to the prison as he went 
out of it. 

Very elaborate but strictly secret arrangements were 
made that night by the enemies of Kansa to save that 
I auspicious child, — that ordained saviour of Mathura,— 
whom Kansa was as eager to destroy as they were to 
save. He was, however, out-witted. The Vrisnis with 
the help of the nomad chief and the Naga chieftain 
managed not only to remove the child to a place of 
safety, but to deceive him in respect of the birth of the 
«*ighlh child of Devaki * 

Next morning when intelligence was brought to 
Kansa that a female child had been born of Devaki, he 
wildly rushed to the prison, and notwithstanding the 
entreaties and supplications of his sister, he seized it by 
its legs and dashed it against the prison wall.f 

The Harivansa, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 59! h does not mention 
any detail as to how the child was removed troi;, the prison. It 
simply says that Vasudeva took the child to Nanda's house cand 
there made the exchange. 

♦ If Kansa were not deceived, and if he had come to know that 
his destroyer had been already born, he would have destroyed 
.all the children throughout his dominions* and Nanda's household 
would not have been spared. Even after killing the supposed 
eighth child of Devaki, ne did not rest satisfied, lor in the Vishnu 
Purana, Part V., Sec. IV., he says,— “Let us vgjrously find out 
all young children upon earth ana let every boy t \ whom there is 
unusual vigour be killed without mercy." 

t Vishnu Purana, Harivansa, and Vagavata say that as soon 
as the child was dashed against ihe stone, it rose \ p into the sky 
and developed into a goddess, who said, "O fool, hi who shall kiW 
thee has already taken his binh." But Vayu Purana, Chapter ."4th, 
Slokas 201-203, s;^s that the girl est:aped, and she was secretly 
brought tip in Maibura. * 
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Destroying the eighth child of Devaki, Kansa felt 
himself safe, ' His anxiety was gone, his fear was 
removed.; but he could not pardon his sister or her 
husband. He banished them both from his court and 
his city,* 


* We need not say that many miracles are narrated in the 
keebum friven by the Puranas of the birth of Krishnat We have 
reifmedjlhem» as wc shall do all through this work 




CHAPTER V. 


KRISHNA AS A CHILD. 

But he who would destroy him grew up day by day 
amongst the cattle and kinc. Hidden away from the 
sharp eyes and the cunning spies of the cruel tyrant, he 
g<^w up amongst the cowherd boys and the nomad 
girls. He was nourished and nurtured as an idol not 
only of Gokula,* but of all Mathura.f 


* The name of the Gopa settlement was Gokula. It was 
also called Vraja, 

t Only on a very few occasions, the early life of Krishna is 
mentioned in the Mahavarata. Hut wc hnv(^ already told in the 
introduction that it is not a history of his life. The Mahavarata 
IS the oldest of all the works on which wc base our accounts, 
rherefore, before wc write the history of the early life of Krishna, 
wc arc bound to place before our readers what this j^re.'it work 
Sciys about it. V\'e jfct a very short account of Krishna’s early 
Ufe in the Mahavarata where of the Sava i'arva, Chapter XI. 1 ., 
Slokas 4-1 1, relates that Sisupala, the king of Chedi, abuses him* 
We quote the passage i-— 

‘•You have once again given pain to our hearts by reciting 
the deeds of this man, such as his killing Put. na and others. <5 
®''^"gant and fool as you are, and also desirous of praising 
your tongue split into a hundred parts ? 
O Lihisma^ how do you, superior as you are in knowledge, desire 
*1 whose evil repute is told even by men of 

u-Iju O Bhisma, if he killed a vulture in his 

childhood, whcit is there to praise him for that act ? What is there 
also in his killing two boasts, a horse and a bull, both ignorant 
of the science of war I O Bhisma, w'hat is there wonderful if this 
man threw down by a kick an inanimate piece of wood, namely 
^ ^ Bhisma, in my opinion there was nothing remark- 
able in this man’s holding for a week the Govardhana hill which 
•s like an ant-hill* O Bhisma, * while sporting on the hills, this 
man ate a large quantity of food,’ hearing these words of yours, 
many have been much astonished.” 

Vf** a pky that there is an apparent gap between Chapters 
and XLl.,a in the Mahavarata that Ve now possess; one 
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The settlement of the Gopas lay extended on tlie 
banks of the Jamuna^ the tapering peaks of the bcauti-' 
ful Gavardhana rising behind it and standing like its 
guardian angel.*^ It was ornamented wi^h charming 
creepers ; it was adorned with groves beautiful in their 
sylvan bowers. It resounded with the sweet tinklings 
of the anklets of the Gopa maidens moving about with 
niilk-pots on their heads ; it thrilled with the joy- 
ous laughter of meriy boys driving cattle to their pens. 
With the bellowing of the cows, with the swxet silve.ry 
sounds of the bells tied round the necks of the calves, 
with the smell of milk, butter, and it breathed a 
celestial fragrance. In this charnwng land of beauty 
and bliss, the cliild daily grew up as the idol of the land 
of Surasenaka. 

His childhood, however, passed through many a 
crisis. He was once attacked with a fatal disease, but 
ho miraculously escaped. His poet biographers thus 
describe it in their own poetical way 

‘'While they were thus living in Gokula, Putana, 
the child-killer, t taking up Krishna asleep at night gave 
him her breast to suck. And whatever child is sucked 

ch«'iptcr is cviclcrrtly 1^, It is a ^rcat loss to us, for in tiiat 
chapter Bhisma narrated the achicvmcnts of Krishna's early 
life. In the passage wc have quoted, Sisupala refers to thn 
speech of Bhisma, but unfortunately the present Mahavarata docs 
not contain it. 

* The village of Gokula is still in existence some five or six 
miles from Mathura. It is a straggling village with some modern 
temples. It is very doubtful whether the present site of Gokula 
was the original one. In one place, Harivansa, Vishnu Parva, 
Chapter 6oth says, ‘'He saw Vraja near the Govardhana hill 
adjacent to the bonk of the yomano." Modem Gokula is many 
miles off the Govardhana. 

t Both in the Vagavata and Harivansa, Putana is described as 
a bird. In Mahavarata also she has been described as such. The 
Harivansfi, however^ xalls her the nurse ol KanAir tut Vagavata 
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by Pulana at night dies instantly, having its limbi*, 
wearied and exhausted. But Krishna,* laying, hold of 
the breast of Putana with two hands sucked it with 
such a vio^nce that he drained off her life ; and the 
terrible Putana, roaring aloud and giving way in every 
point, fell dead on the ground. Hearing her cries, the 
people of Gokula got up in g/'eat alarm. They saw 
Putana lying on the earth wdth Krishna in her arms. 
Snatching up Krishna, Jasada waved over him a cow-tail 
b^ush to guard him against evil, while Nanda placed 
dried cow-dung powder over his head.”^ 

A few months after he met with another very serious 
accident. One day Jasada left him asleep underneath 
a waggon, but the child soon awoke and cried for 
brea.sts. Finding his mother away, he began to kick 
up his feet Thus his feet struck against the wheels 
of the waggon. He was endued ^ith such extra-* 
ordinary strength that the waggon was immediately 
overturned, and all the pots and pans were upset and 
broken. All the people came exclaiming, ^*AIas, alas T’ 
Nanda hurriedly took him up on his lap and Jasada 
offered worship to the broken pots <ind pans and to 


caRs her a fearful demoness, Vishnu Purana describes her simply 
as a child-killer. From a simple child-killer in the Vishnu Purana, 
Fart V., Chapter V«, she is turned into a bird and a nurse in the 
Harivan^, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 62R(). She then turns out to be a 
terrible giantess and fearful demoness in the Vagavata, Skanda X., 
Chapter VI* It is very difficult to say definitely what the authors 
of the Puranas really meant by Putana, Putana means a kind 
of bird, and again Putana means a sort of children’s disease. ^ 
the Haiivansa, Chapter VL, Slolcas 11*12, we - find it distincoy 
mentibned that at the time when Krishna was born, Vrihdavana 
was infested with various kinds of fearful birds. Again in one 
of our greatest works on medicine, namely Susruta, we find in its 
Uttara Tantra, Chapters 27th and 37th, that Putana is a fearful 
children's tfisease* The last inference we have adopted. 

♦ ^Vishmi likrana, Part V., Chapter Vk 
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the overturned waggon with curds, flowers, fruits, and 
unbruised graihs.**^ 

A few months after when the child was one day 
lying on the green grass, smiling sweetly^ and giving 
inexpressible joy to all the Gopa maidens and matrons 
that were sitting around him, a fearful bird suddenly 
pounced upon him and carried him away in its talons. t 
A great uproar was made ; the women shrieked, the 
boys roared ; the men rushed out with clubs and sticks, 
but the bird soared higher and higher, till at last 
was seen to drop. It fell only a few yards from the spot 
from which it carried away the child. Men, women, 
and children ran towards the place ; they saw that 
the bird was dead, but the child was safe, holding 
tightly its long throat and lying on its soft feathery 
breast. J 

Thus passed * his childhood through many serious 
crises, Nanda and his people became more and more 
cautious to keep him out of all harm. They had 
undertaken a very serious and solemn task ; they had 
to protect and bring up the saviour of their country. 
As time wore on, they more seriously felt the weight 
of Ihe responsibility that lay on their shoulders. 

When the child was yet in its first year, the gr&t 
priest of the Vrisni race, Garga, one day secretly 
came to Gokula ; and there did he secretly perform 

* Vagavata, Skanda X., Chapter 26th, says that Krishna was 
three months old when this incident took place. In the Harivansa 
Hie overturning of the waggon precedes the death of Putana. 

. f Vagavata, Skanda X., Chapter 26th, says that Krishna 
was one year old when this incident took place, 

i This story is not found in the Vishnu Parana or in the 
Harivansa. It is mentioned in the Vagavata, only Skan^ X., 
Chapter Vll. It says that this bird was a demon named Trinavarta, 
ct servant of Kansa. # 
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the initiatoiy rites* of the two boys,— namely the son 
of Rohini and that of Devaki. He narned the former 
Ramat and the latter Krishna. Having done all that 
was nccessacy, he as secrMly returned to Mathura.^ 


♦ If our readers arc curious to learn 'what sort of ceremonies 
these initiatory rites were, we would refer the* > to that celebrated 
Sanskrit work called the Kalpa Sutra, This work is divided among 
ihrac parts, namely (i) Srait^ Sutra, ( 2 ) Grijhya Sutra, and 
C3) Samayanachariha Sutra, The first contains the accounts of 
ail the principal sacrifices (Yagmas), the second, all rites that were 
performed on a man from his birth tt> death, and the third the 
rules of Brakmacharjya tscholastic life), daily prayers 8cc. These 
three works were written or compiled immediately after the death 
of Krishna. They are therefore the best histoi^ of the social, 
religious and political state of India of that age. The Kalpa Sutra 
has been translated and incorporated in the Sacred Books of the 
East, edited by Professor Max Muller. 

t As usual Rama had many other names, such as Valarama* 
Valadeva, Sankarsana See,, Sec, Krishna had one hundred and 
eight names. * 

t The Harivansa does not mention the performance of these 
initiatoiy Tiles by Gacga. ^ 
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KBISHNA AS A BOY. 

Krishna daily grew up and soon learnt to walk. 
He was extremely handsome in person and beautiful 
in appearance.* He was endued with extraordinary 
physical strength and supernatural energy-, his sprightli- 
ness was phenomenal and his merriment was extreme. 
His merry laughter thrilled through the village, and his 
fcweet words charmed its every heart. 

The little Krishna became the cynosure of all eyes. 
All the boys and girls of Gokula were slowly drawn to- 
wards him ; they* forgot their play-mates, — their brothers 
and sisters, — nay even their own parents. To live 
with him, to play with him, and to pass their time with 
him were their greatest joy. Early at dawn of day, 
even when the sun had not appeared on the horizon, 
they all rose from their beds and ran to the door of 


* The general idea is that the complexion of Krishna ^as 
black. The idea has arisen from the fact that the meaning of 
the word ^'Krishna" is **black.’' But from the careful study of the 

Puranas and the Mahavarata we find his complexion was far from 
teing black. At the time when he was born, the Aryans were 
as white as the present Europeans. The original colour of their 
complexion had not then undergone any change, though the climate 
of India had already begun to tell upon it. A few had al- 
ready been bom who were not as white as the rest, and amongst 
them we might place Krishna, Arjuna, Draupadi, and others. 
^11 these people were called Krishna ( black ) in contradistinction 
to others, who were all white in complexiion. It clearly signifies 
that men of such complexion were then very rare among the 
Aryans. The complexion of Krishna was not * 'black’*, but was like 
the colour of "the newly budded blade of grass»” which ts that of 
shining gold with a very faint bnlhamy of Idueu « 
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Nanda's house ; and as soon as he came leaping^ 
forward to meet them, they took hold o( his hands and 
ran away with him to play. ^ 

He was .not only the beloved of the boys and the 
girls, but all the men and the women of Gokula, both 
young and old, loved him more than their own children. 
They knew not why they felt for him such unusual 
affection they knew not why they grew so fond 
of him. With the birth of Krishna love pervaded 
• Ihf atmosphere of Gokula ; and as he grew up, a 
great change slowly and silently came upon the people. 
They began to love one another more than they did 
before. Disputes and dissensions disappeared, and 
haj>piness reigned in every house.* 

Krishna was here, there, and everywhere. Now he 
was amongst the calves pulling them b^ the tails ; now 
he was on the top of the tree, imitating the sweet notes 
of the birds. Now he was dancing on the lawn to the 
great delight of the maidens ; now he was running 
amidst the heaps of ashes and filth to the great cons- 
ternation of the matrons.f The ovcr-sprightliness of 
little Krishna filled Jasada with great alar m ; the boy ran 

dashingly amongst the wild bulls and vicious cows. He 

- ■ - - 

* In the Vagavala, Skanda X., Chapter XI 11 ., Slokas 36-37, 
Valadcva marking this wonderful manifestation of love in the 
Vrindavana says, — “What wonder is this ? As the love^ of the 
Gokula people Wmcriy increased daily for Krishna, so it does 
now for thetr own children. My mind also is full of love for them. 
What is this Afaya (illusion) 

t It appears that Krishna’s conduct was not above all com- 
plaints. We find in the Vagavata, Skanda X., Chapter VII., a 
deputation of Gokula women waited upon Ja.sada with a long list of 
grievances and complaints against him. This is what they said^ 
**Your sometimes lets Id^e th^ calves when they should be kept 
tied. If we reproach him, he laughs and runs away. Like a 
thief he sometimes eats up our curd and milk. What he canfiot 
eat, he gives away to the monkeys.” 
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ran after ferocious wolves and rabid jackals ; he got orr 
the top of the tallest trees and thence jumped down 
into the ' rushing currents of the Jamuna. He had 
thousand and one hair-breadth-escapes. Though the 
loving eyes of Jasada, — nay of all the women of Gokula, 
were upon him, yet they could not keep him out of the 
path of danger. To keep him quiet in one place was 
as impossible to them as to stop the rolling and foam- 
ing currents of the river that rolled by their village. 
Not to speak of loving Jasada, the hearts of all the 
Gokula women were in a continuous trepidation for his 
sake. They could not attend to their household duties. 

One day Jasada got tired of watching him. She 
ran after him and after laying hold of him, she tied a 
strong rope round his waist. Then dragging him near 
a wooden mortar,* she tied the other end of the rope 
to it and kept him fastened thcre^ 

When she went away to look after her household 
duties, Krishna tried to extricate himself from the long 
rope tied round his waist. In his attempt to do it, he 
began to drag the heavy mortar after him. It fell on 
its side and then rolled after him till it stuck fast 
athwart two Arjuna^ trees. He pulled the rope with 
all his might and soon were the two big trees uprooted ; 
these then fell with a tremendous noise. 

Hearing the cracking noise, the inhabitants of Vraja 
came to see what the matter was. They saw the two 

* These mortars were made of the trunks of big trees. They 
•were shaped like the letter X, one side being dug out to make a 
hole in which grains were put and then pounded by a long wooden 
pestle, 'i'hese morurs were generally one maund and a half in 
weight. 

t These trees are generally of small sue. They are called in 
Bengali and English Huruchi, in l.attn «Tightia4mti*d}'sentnca« 
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huge trees with broken branches and stems lying on 
the ground and the boy stuck between them with a 
long rope tightened round his belly. He was lau^^ing ; * 
he was a stranger to fear.f 


• Vishnu Purana, Part V., Sec. VI. 

f The Puranas that these two ^tmes were in fact two ce- 
lestial beings called yahshas, who were converted into trees by a 
curse,— a state from which they were relieved by Krishna, the 
incarnation of Vishnu, who broke down these two trees in his 
childhood. 

The Vagavata, Skanda X., Chapter IX., Slokas 22-23 says:— 
'^Tbese two trees in their previous life were the two sons of Kuvera 
([the god of wealth)* For their great pride they were converted 
into trees by the c^rse pf Narada. They were named Nala« 
tovera and Mantgrtva. . Both of them were very handsome.*' 
The Vagavata says it required many pieces of ropes before 
jawHteWMdd bind Krishna. All the Puranas iay that because be 
was thus hound, M was called Damudara* * 
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KRISHNA IN VRINDAVANA. 

On account of the appearance of Putana and Trina* 
varta, and of thr^ overturning of the i\aggon and the 
uprooting of the trees, the mind of Nanda was filled 
with misgivings. The elders took these circumstances 
w^ith alarm , they considerc d them as evil omens. The* 
thought of leaving GokuU and looking for some 
other forest for Ihcir habitation and pasture ground wah 
uppermost in ever) body's mind. 

When such was the state of the mind of the Gokula 
people, something happened which hastened the depar* 
tiire of the Gopas from their ancient abode. Hundreds 
of ferocious wolves infested the forest. They made 
great havocks amongst the calves, and grew to be an 
intolerable pest* The whole country was filled w’ith 
them, and their depradations left the Gopas no other 
alternative than to leave Gokula and seek some other 

f 

pasture ground. 

One day they all met together and thus addressed 
their chief *‘We cannot any longer remain in this 
place Let us go to some other part of the forest. 
Many evil omens threaten us here with destruction. 
Let us leave this place and go to the Vrinda* 

* This story is found only in the Harivansa, Vishnu Parva, 
Chapter 64th. It runs to the effect that in order to take the 
Ciopris to tiw beautiful Vrindavana, Krishna hin^f created these 
wolves ftom the down of his bod>. 
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vana*\^ Ifenda replied,. “If you consider that we must 
leave Vraja to-day, th>en ask all to get ready at once. 
Let them not make any delay.*'t 

So the order was passed. A great commotion broke 
out all over the village, and preparations were being 
made everywhere. The well-fed bulls were soon yoked 
to the w'aggons ; the tents were pulled down and the 
canvas sheds were rolled up into bundles. Pots and 
pans were placed on the waggons, and the children, the 
^old, and the infirm took their seats on them. Conches 
anS trumpets were blown and the kine and the calves 
were brought out of Hie pens. The Gopa maidens, clad 
in various coloured clothes and adorned with beautiful 
car-rings, walked with milkpots on their heads. 1‘hey 
passed out of Gokula in rows, singing their sweet and 
melodious rural songs.} The Gopas, — young and old,~ 
armed with various weapons, drove btfore them the 
flocks of kine and calves, while their priests followed 
them chaunting the hymns. 

Soon did they leave behind them their once happy 
and beautiful Gokula. It became then filled with crows, 
dogs, jackals, and wolves. All its life and beauty being 
gwie, it looked like a dreary desert. 

Slowly did they move on resounding all the forest 
with their shouts, with the thrilling sounds of their 
trumpets, with their songs, merry geals of laughter and 

♦ The VagavaU says that one wi<5C old man, named Upananda, 
spoke these words to Nanda, but Vishnu Parana or Harivansa 
does not mention any name. Vishnu Parana, however, says that 
Vrindavana was selected by Krishna himself. 

Vishnu Parana, PartV., Sec. VI. 
i This description is taken from Vishnu Parana, Part V., 
Sec. VL, Harivansa, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 65 lh, and the 
Vagavau. Skai|i» X.^ Chapter XL 



28 


SRtKRISHNA. 


uproanous jokes, till at last they arrived at the beautiful 
wood of Vrlndavana. There did they stop placing 
their waggons in the form of a crescent.* Within that 
semi'circle protected on three sides by their heavy 
waggons, they drove in their cattle. 

The men at once began to cut down the trees with 
their axes, and the women to cleanse the grounds with 
their broomsticks. Tents were pitched and canvas-sheds 
were raised, pots and pans were taken down from the 
waggons, and Ares were lit all over the place. The forest, 
which had been echoed only with the melodious notes 
of the birds was now resounded with the shouts of 
the Gopas. The wild animals fled in fear, the beautitui 
stags and gentle deer looked up in wonder ; the pea- 
cocks wildly shrieked and the birds flew away from 
their nests-t * 

Nanda and his clan soon settled down in their new 
home, and when Night stepped in, silence slowly per- 
vaded the atmobtphere. 


• Vishnu Purana, Part V., Sec. VI. 
t Harivapsa, Vishnu Parva, ChapUr^iSIth* 
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fight with HALIYA- 

In the latter end of summer the Gopas came to the 
Vrindavana,* and the rainy season soon set in. The 
two boys, Rama and Krishna, along with innumerable 
«ther Gopa boys, daily went out to tend the cattle* 
When the shade of evening fell over the forest, when 
the sun rolled down the horizon gilding the leaves of 
the trees with glittering gold, they then blew their pipes, 
collected their cattle, and winded back their steps 
towards their home, singing in chorus the sweetest song 
that was ever heard in the solitude oj a wild forest* 

But the Vrtndavana was not as free from danger as it 
was charming and beautiful. The best part of it was 
infested by the wild Nagas whose chief, Kallya,t ruled 
over a vast tract. It also abounded in various kinds 
of ferocious animals. Thus the Gopas were neither 
undisturbed nor secure in their new home. They were 
always in great fear of the fierce Nagas and more fearful 
wild beasts. But the wonderful boy who was daily 
blazing up amongst them like a mass of fire soon came 
to their rescue.t 


* Vishnu Parana, Part V., Sec. VI., and Harivansa, Vishnu 
Parva, Chapter 64th. «ay that ^Krishna wm seven ^ sm 
when he came to the Vrmdavana, but the Vagavata, Skanda X., 
Chapter XII., Sloka 36, says that he was only 6ve. 

t AH the Puranas mention this Naga, but they describe him as 
a ^^snafcs.** We shall quote later on some passages from the V»tmu 
Psraaa Which will ihow that we arc justified ui rqectmg the theory 
he was a ^ 

t In. ffjaHiaiiM, Viduiu Parva, (J^pter 13th, the Gopas 
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When he saw that his beloved parents, his dear play- 
mates, his fellOw-men and women were all troubled 
by the wijd animals and the fierce Nagas, he resolved 
to rid the forest of dll its pests.*^ 

One day when he went out to tend the cattle, he 
secretly slipped away from his companions and boldly 
walked into the Naga scttlement.f He challenged the 
Naga chief to a single combat. A fierce encounter 
ensued and the delicate boy of nine beat the stalwart, 
black Naga. The noise brought out all the wildmen 
from their huts. They stood gazing in wonder at the 
extraordinary boy who was fighting with their power- 
ful chief. 


say, — "Through your favour this entire Gopa settlement has been 
rid of all its enemies and made a blessed region.’' 

* Vishnu Purana and Harivansa mention two wild animals, 
namely Arishta, a buU, and Keshiut a horse, which Krishna killed just 
before he left Vrindavana for Mathura But the Vagavata speaks 
of the destruction of five others, namely Vatsa, a calf, Vakut a 
crane, A/^ha, a snake, Sankhachura^ a Yaksha, and Boma^ an 
Asura. We have not described in this work the destruction of any 
wild animals by Krishna. We shall, therefore, quote one short 
passage from Vishnu Purana, Part V., Sec. XIV. 

"One evening whilst Krishna was engaged in the Rasha dance, 
the demon Arishta, disguised as a bull, came there striking terror 
into the hearts of all. Being seized with fear on seeing that 
dreadful bull, the cowherds and their females cried out, "Krishna, 
Krishna." Krishna then shouted and slapped his arms in defiance. 
When the demon heard his voice, he turned upon his challenge ; 
and fixing his eyes and pointing his horns at the belly of Krisnna, 
he ran furiously upon him. Krishna did not stir a single pace, 
but, smiling in sport and derision, he awaited the approach of the 
bull. He then seized hitnand held him by the horns, whilst he pressed 
his sides by his knees. He then wrung his throat as if it were 
but a piece of wet ch^ith. TKgn tearing off one of the horns, he 
beat the dreadful dcifldh with it until he died vomitting blood.’| 

t ipie Puranas have described Kaliya as a fearful snake living 
at the bottom of a lake. They say that Krishna dived down and 
fought with him. Harivansa, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 67th, says, 
—"Situated only two miles nor^. of the C^pa settlement, there 
was an extensive lake." TheVagavata, Skanda X., Chapter XVI.» 
Slokas 6, says,— "O king, there was a lake in tne Kalindi 
{jamunay* • 
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Here in the forest the Gopa boys, missing their 
beloved Krishna, ran to the spot whence the uproar 
came. When they saw what Krishna was After, they 
were seized with great alarm. They ran back to their 
homes as quickly as their legs could carry them, scream- 
ing all the way, '^Krishna has foolishly jumped into 
the lake of the Kaliya Naga.*^* 

His biographer then adds — ‘‘Hearing these words 
which appeared to them as the bursting of thunder, the 
Gopas and their wives, with Jasada at their head, 
proceeded with all speed towards the lake. ‘Alas ! where 
is Krishna gone !' they cried. Being greatly bewildered 
and terrified, Jasada and the other Gopa women ran in 
all possible haste. The mighty Rama and the Gopa 
chief Nanda and the other Gopas all soon came to the 
bank of the yamuna^ and there they saw him surrounded 
by the innumerable Nagas. Nanda and Jasada were 
frightened out of their wits. The wives of the other 
cowherds, stricken with grief, wept aloud.*^ 

But in the meanwhile Krishna had thrown the great 
Naga chief down on the ground. He had pressed him 
to the earth and stood on his prostrate I ody. The Naga 
had fainted, and his life was at his adversary’s mercy. 
Seeing their great chief thus discomfited by a mere 
boy, — nay a child, — the Nagas in great consternation 
fled in all directions. Their# women, struck with awe, 
came trembling and weeping to Krishna with their 
folded hands. They fell on their knees and entreated 
him to spare the life of their chief. Krishna smiled and 

* This is a quotation from Vishnu Purana. The Puranas as 
we have already said have described Kaliya as a snake living ai 
the bottom of a lake. 

t Vishnu Purana, Part V., Sec. VII. * 
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allowed the half dead Naga to rise. He spared his life^ 
but he commanded him to leave the forest at once. He 
readily obhyed and left VrindMana that very day with 
all his people.* 

His biographer continues, — “When the Naga had 
departed, the cowherds received back Krishna as one 
risen from the dead. They embraced him and bathed 
his forehead with tears of joy.“t 

They were all filled with great astonishment at the 
undreamt-of exploit of the wonderful boy. They felt 
an indescribable awe and respect for him. From that 
day that little boy virtually became their guide, leader, 
and chief. 


* It is extremely difficult to make out what the authors of 
the Puranas really meant by Krishna’s combat with Kaliya. It 
is capable of three interpretations, namely 

(a) That he really killed a very dangerous snake that infested 
the waters of the Jamuna, 

{b) That he fought with the chief of the wildmcn and drove 
him from the Vrindavana. 

(c) 'rhat it is an allegory signifying that Krishna who was an 
incarnation of God subdued the influence of Kaliya which means 
Time. 

We have rejected the first and the third theories and accept- 
ed the second. If Kaliya were really a snake, the Puranas would 
have described this affair exactly in the way they have described ,thc 
destruction of the other animals by Krishna. They would not have 
made Kaliya a snake-god and given him human shape, features, 
speech &c. Vishnu Parana, Part V., Sec. VII., s^,— **Hc was 
surrounded by many other snakes and hundreds of serpent 
nymphs, adorned with rich ornaments, whose ear-rings glittered 
with brilliancy as the wearers moved along.” The Vagavata, Skanda 
X., Chapter XVI., says,— "His (Kaliya's) wives came to him 
with dishevelled hair and disordered clothes.” 

And again if it were such a sublime allegory,— the authors of 
the Pi^anas would have put it in the later period of Krishna’s 
life when he was acknowledged to be God instead of at a period 
when he was but a boy, and when none knew what stuff he was 
made of. We believe, therefore, that the whole^affair was simply 
his successful encounter with a strong wildman. 

t Vishnu Parana, iPart V., Sec, VII. 
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SPORTS IN THE FOREST. 

One day Krishna desired to hold a grand picnic* in 
the beautiful forest which was then in its greatest 
luxuriance. Early in the morning he rose from his bed 
anS awoke his mother. He asked for his clothes, his 
horn, his pipe ; he wished to go away to tend the kine. 
J^oving Jasada put on his head a beautiful crown made • 
of peacock’s plumes ; she placed round his neck a 
garland of wild flowers. His arms were decked with 
ornaments made of glass beads and corals, his feet 
were adorned with the anklets that tinl^ed as he went 
along. A long yellow sheet hang from his shoulders 
down to his knees and a piece of cloth was girded 
round his loins.f He was charmingly handsome, and 
beautiful was his enchanting robe. His noble and 
lovely appearance as he was seen in the Vrindavana 
has come down to us from generation to generation 
through many hundreds of years, but it is still as fresh 
in the memory of India as it was three thousand five 
hundred years ago in the Gopa settlement in the forest 
of Mathura. 

Awaking the boys and blowing his horn, he came 

* Vishnu Purana and Harivansa do not record the picnic, 
but they describe the sports. U is only the Vagavata which says 
that Krishna held a grand picnic in the forest. 

t The lovely appearance of Krishna of Vrindavana is well* 
known in whole India. His image may be seen in innumerable 
temples. All the Puranas describe him as such. See Vagavata, 
Skanda X., Chapter Xf Slokas 5-6. • 
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out (if the village, and hundreds of lovely boys hastened 
after him witli horns, whips, and pipes in their hands. 
They brought together their calves and kine ; and ming- 
ling them with those driven by Krishna,, they merrily 
w ent on, some dancing, some singing, and others playing 
on their pipes. 

As they passed through the settlement hundreds of 
pn^tty girls ran up to the door of their huts. They 
looked at the procc.ssion with feelings of joy and 
admiration. Fond Jasada with tears in her eyes stood 
at the threshold of her house gazing at Krishna as long 
as he remained in .sight. Slie stood menially praying 
for his safe return. 

Wlu n at last tlur boys rcac'hcd the pasture ground, 
they • let loose th(dr cattle to graze. They then began 
to play, sport, and frolic about. wSome danced with the 
peacocks, some played on their pipes ; some sang with 
the bees, some imitated the sw'eet notes of the Kokilas ; 
some ran after the shadows of the birds that flew along 
the sky, some walked whirling about mimicking the slow 
and majestic motion of the swan. Some pulled the 
monkeys by the tail, and with them leaped from bough 
to bough. I'hc w hole forest thus rolled in a sea of joy 
and merriment with their hearty laughter and joyous 
shouts. Krishna played wdth them all. Those hun- 
dreds of loving boys loved him wa'th all the love they 
felt ill their innocent little hearts. And so equally 
flowed on all of them the w'onderful love of that won- 
derful boy that cme and all were individually conscious 
tflat Krishna loved him the best.* 

* This description is taken from the Vagavata, Skanda X., 
Cliapter XH., 1*9. 
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At last the boys gathered together and stood round 
their beloved leader. They sang in chorus* joining their 
sweet strains with those of their friend and guide* When 
Krishna sang, the whole forest was Villed with a celes- 
tial cadence. The deer stood spell-bound, the peacock 
danced, the birds lay quiet on the trees, — all stood 
enchanted as his s?weet voice thrilled through the air, 
rising higher and higher till all seomecl to be a sea 
of bliss* 

* ^He then took up his ever sweet pipe and played on 
it some of his favourite tunes. Its sweet note rent the 
air, enchanting birds and l)easts. It pierced through 
the higher and higher strata of the atmosphere. In 
the distant Gopa settlement, the men raised their heads 
and listened to it, the w^omen gave up their household 
duties, the maidens felt an indescribable uneasiness 
in their minds, and the little girls begait to dance with 
Its music.f 

When the sun passed the meridian, Krishna took 
the boys to the beautiful banks of the Jamuna. There 
did they all sit down to their homely dinner. They 
talked, they laughed, they made themselves merry 
as they ate on, when some of them s»id, “O Rama, 
O Krishna, there is a nice palmyra grove* close by. The 
trees are loaded with ripe fruits, the smell of wdiich 
perfumes the air. But the grove is infested by an wild 
ass. None could venture near it. We like very much 

* In all the Puranas, in the Harivansa, and also in the Maha- 
varata Krishna is held to be one of the best and the greatest 
songsters and musicians of his age. He was a genius iii music 
as he was in everything else. 

t His playing on the pipe is one oi the inciclerith df his lift 
that is known even to a child in India. ^ 
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to taste some of these fruits, will you try to get us 
a few ' 

Rama and Krishna rose and went to the palmyra 
grove. It was but a moment’s task for the very power-- 
ful Rama to kill the brute. He caught hold of its bind 
legs and hurled it round till it was dead. They then 
secured many fruits and came back to their playmates* 


* Vishnu Purana does not mention any names, but the Vaga- 
vata says the boy named Sudama, Suvala and others spoke of the 
fruits to Rama and Krishna. Harivansa, however) says that k 
was Krishna himself who proposed to get them. 



CHAPTER X- 


THE GREAT BAEIAE TREE. 

There was a very gigantic Banian tree in one part of 
the forest.* In their rambles the boys discovered it 
one day and since then it became the chief place 
^f their meeting. When merry and playful, they played 
and sported underneath its extensive shade, and when 
tired and fatigued they rested and slept under this 
grand silvan canopy. 

It stood covering a very large space of ground. It 
stood with many out-spreading branches each of which 
had sent down innumerable offshoo^ to the ground. 
Beautiful orchids of various charming colours hang from 
its overhanging boughs ; creepers in flowers ran up 
entwining its branches ; ferns in delightful groups lay 
near and about its stupendous trunk. Wild flowers in 
all the colours of the rainbow filled the air with their 
sweet fragrance. Birds from within its dense foliage 
sent forth their sweet melodious notes, — it was an 
exquisite sylvan bower which Nature had made with 
all the arts that She alone possessed. f 

Underneath this grand tree, Krishna with his play- 
mates daily held various sports. These were exceedingly 
delightful, exciting and enticing, and drew innumerable 

* Thb girantic Banian tree has been called by all the Puranas 
^the great ahandira Bata. It was certainly a very remark* 
^le tree* 

t This description is taken from the Harivansa, Vishnu Parva, 
Chapter 67th. « 
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boys from afar and near* Whoever came was heartily 
welcomed by Krishna and his companions, and as time 
wore on,‘ hundreds multiplied into thousands that 
followed Krishna as shadow follows the substance.*^ 
Their sports were various. Sometimes they wrestled 
and sometimes they boxed ; now they threw stones 
and now they fought with the wildest bull that was 
in their flock. Sometimes they held competitions in 
running, jumping, and riding, and sometimes in swimming, 
rowing, and diving. Often did Krishna divide thf 
boys into two parties and organise a battle with all 
the requisites of war.f But they never fought in 
anger and vengeance and never fell out amongst 

* The Puranas do not s.ay that other boys besides the cow- 
herds used to come and join in the sports orphan ized by Krishna. 
But by a careful study of them all, wc have* come to the conclusion 
that such was the caiic. Our re.aders will find in lhi< chapter that 
one FraUiinba was killed by Rama. He came and joined in the 
sports, though his presence was not noticed. If outsiders were not 
in the habit of coming to the sports, Pralamba would not have 
been able to p;iss un^served by at least Krishna, who knew all 
his playmates and all the cowherd boys of the Vrindavana by name. 
Vagavata, Skanda X., Chapter XVlIl., Sloka 1 8, however, says 
that Krishna marked his presence from the beginning. 

t Vishnu Purana, Part V, Sec. IX., says, — “Those two 
highly powerful brothers engaged in cxccrciscs, in swinging upon 
the boughs of trees, in boxing and wrestling and in hurling 
stones.’* • 

Harivansa, Vishnu rarva, Chapter 72nd, says, — “Those two 
lion-likc heroes cheerfully engaged in various sorts of fights and 
warfare with the cowherd boys.’* 

Vagavata, Skanda X., Chapter XVIII., says, *‘Rama and 
Krishna engaged themselves sometimes in walking, sometimes in 
throwing stones, sometimes in dragging one another and sometimes 
in wrestling/* 

Our readers will find later on that when Krishna became the 
great Prince of Mathura and Dwarka, he raised a great army 
from amongst these boys. In the great battle of Kuruksnetra, these 
( topa warriors, who were known by the name of Sansabtdktis, were 
the ablest soldiers and the greatest heroes* See the Mahavarata, 
Udyoga Parva> Chapter VI L 
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one another. No ill will was ever produced in that land 
of love and amity.* * 

One of his biographers goes on to say , — V One day 
having seen Krishna and Rama thus engaged in sports, 
the Asura Pralamba came there in the guise of a cow- 
herd boy with the intention of stealthily carrying them 
off into the deepest part of the forest where he could 
easily murder them. That chief of the Asuras, assuming 
a human shape, mixed with the boys unobserved and 
b^nsuspectcd.’'t 

The boys were then playing at the game of leaping 
like deer, — two and two together. Krishna was matched 
with Sudarna, and Rama with Pralamba. The rest 
were matched with the other boys, and they all went 
leaping along, two and two together. Krishna and Rama 
beat their respective adversary. Then according to the 
rules of the play th(‘ defeated boys be^an to carry their 
vic tors on thedr shoulders. They had thus to go for 
a certain number of times from the starting-placc to the 
great Banian tree?. When they wore thus playing, 
Pralamba with Rama on his shoulders attempted to run 
aAvay into the deep forest. “O Krishna," cried Rama, 
“lam carried off by a villain disguised as a cowherd 
bojr. Tell me, what should I do?" Krishna laughed 
and said, “ Do away with the villain by battering out his 
brains." No sooner were those w'orcLs uttered than 

* Sec Vishnu Parana, Part V'., See. IX. 

t Except this Pralamba and Kaliya, all the other creatures 
that Krishna and Rama killed in Vrirulavana have been dis- 
tinctly described in the Puranas ns wild animals. But Pralamba 
has been described as an Asura and Kaliya as a Naga, Alt the 
Oriental scholars now agree in saying that the Dana\'as, Asuras, 
N^igas &c., of the Puranas were but the primitive peoples of India 
w'ho were driven away ‘.by their Aryan invaders. Prabrnba, there- 
fore, evidently belonged to one of these raqj^. 



SRIKRISH7>LA 


4c 

Rama pressed Pralamba with his knees, and striking 
him on the head and face with his fists, he beat out 
his eyes apd battered his brains out. Vomitting blood 
Pralamba fell on the ground and died. 



CHAPTER XI, 


THE INDHA YAGMA. 

The rains .had been over, and autumn with clear, 
beautiful and bright sky appeared. The people of 
Vraja were, as usual, making grand preparations for 
their great annual festivities. It was a sacrifice in honour 
of Indra, their national god.* 

Seeing them busily and anxiously engaged in making 
preparations for a great festival, Krishna, out of curio- 
sity, asked the ciders, ‘What is this ceremony that you 
intend to perform ?’* They replied, “Indra is the lord 
of the clouds and water. At his bidding the clouds pour 

♦ Indra-worship is the latest feature^ of the Vcdic religion. 
Indra was not originally the chief god of the Aryails. In 
the ciarlicr Riks of the Rig-Veda, his name is hardly met with. 
Varuna was then the chief god. When the Aryans were living 
in the table- land of Central Asia, and had not separated from 
the Greeks, Varuna was then their principal god. The Greek 
Uranus and the Vedic Varunas are eviacni'y the same deity. 
See (fl) Grole’s Grcfcff, Vol. 1 ., p. 6. and (A) Oxford Essays. for 
1856^?. 41. TheRig-Veda, Mandala 5, Sukta 85, Rik i ancl Ibid, 
Mandala 1 ., Sukta 24, Rik 7 and also Gloss of Sayanacharjya 
on the Rig-Veda, Mandala 2 r Sukta 89, Rik 3. bear out our 
assertion. It appears that Indra-worship was not introduced into 
India without a struggle. In many Mantras of the Rig-Veda, 
the very existence ot Indra is doubted (Rig-Veda, 2-12-5). 
In many Mantras an apparent slight has been cast upon him (Rig- 
Veda 1-170-3). Again in many Mantras, men are abused as being 
not Indra-worshippers (Rig-Veda 1-133-1). But finally Indra 
became supreme, and Varuna became only a subordinate deity, 
w#. that of water. When Krishna was born, Indra was the chief 

f :ad of the Aryans, but it will be found that he not only ignored the 
ndra- worship, but he sometimes denied the sanctity of the Vcc^. 
See the Vagavata Gita, Chapter II.. Slokas, 42-43. and also Royal 
Astatic Society's Journal, Vol. f.. Part 1 ., gp, 85-86, and Part II., 
p. 389, and Max Muller’s Science of Language, pp, 20S-210. 
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down water on earth, by which grain is produced, and 
on which we and other beings live. It is due to this that 
these cows bear cahres, and give milk, and are happy 
and well-nourished. Whereon the clouds pour water, 
the earth is neither barren of corn, nor bare of verdure, 
nor is man stricken with hunger. Having drunk the 
milk of the earth by means of the rays of the sun, 
Indra, the giver of water, pours it again on earth for the 
sustenance of all the worlds. For this reason all kings 
and princes offer sacrifices to Indra at the end of tb» 
rainy season ; and so also do we, and so do other 
. peoples.”* To them Krishna said, ^'What have we to do 
with Indra ? Cattle and mountains are our gods.” Then 
turning to his father, he said, “Father, we are neither 
tillers nor traders ; we are but nomads, sojourning 
in the woods and in the forests. The kine are our 
mainstay ; therefore the hills, the forests, and the cows 
are our gods. He who enjoys benefits from one, but 
worships another never obtains prosperity in this life 
or in the life to come. Therefore let us celebrate a 
great sacrifice in honour of the hill Govartihana, In 
this sacrifice let us feed our kine and also all the poor 
and the destitute. Let us make ourselves merry in every 

way/*t 

So profound was the love, respect, and regard of 
the Gopas for Krishna that they silently and sub- 
missively obeyed him. At his word they abandoned 
their forefather’s religion, forsook their ancient rites, and 

^ * Vishnu Purana, Part V., Sec. V. 

f The speech of Krishna is almost word for word the same 
in the Vishnu Purana and Harivansa. The speech in the Vaga- 
vati is more elaborate and philosophical. Wc have given it 
in brief. 
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fbiktwed him to the hill of Govardhana- to worship 
Nature^* • 

Men, women, and children assembled at the foot of^ 
the beautiful hill, and for three daysf* together there was 
nothing but merriment amongst the simple and happy 
nomads of the charming forest of the Vrindavana. 
Kine and buffaloes were killed in hundreds,]: goals and* 
sheep were sacrificed in thousands,, milk was gathered in 
abundahee, and eatables of every description were 
.^llected from every part of that vast Gopa settlement.§ 
Boys and girls in merry circles danced hand in hand ; 
maidens and matrons sent forth their melodious voice ; 
the Gopas filled the atmosphere with their sweet songs. 
Drums, troinbolins^ and pipes were played, conchs were 
blown, incense was burnt, hymns were chaunted, and 
odes were sung, — it was a sea of merriment, enjoyment, 
and happiness from beginning to end. • 

In this grand festivity Krishna was the central figure. 
He was the brilliant moon from which flowed the sweet 
and soft beams of bliss that touched the breast of the 
charming hill of Govardhana, 


♦ As this story has found place in every '^urana, we cannot 
reject it as a fiction. It is quite evident that the boy introduced 
a thoroughly new religion amongst the Gopas led by Nanda. Our 
leaders will find- later on that Krishna preached and introduced in 
the world the religion of — we can briefly describe it as — vsor- 
shipping Nature wnich is the visible manifestation of God, and 
performing Duty which is the enjoined work of human life. His 
Sacrifice in honour of the hill and the cows was but the germ of 
the great religion that he preached in his after life. 

y Harivansa, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 73rd, says that the 
festival was continued for three days, but Vishnu Purana and 
Vagavata do not say anything, 

t See Harivansa,. Vishnu Parva, Chapter 73. 

{ All the Puranas say that when food was offered to the 
hHI, Krishna ate k up, akiiough the Gopaiy considered that the 
Govardbana in its own manifested form ate their offerings. 
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On the last day, the Gopas gathered their cattle and 
kine, and decorated them with all the arts they possessed. 
Men, women, and children in their gala dress, blowing 
their pipes and beating their drums, then began to 
circumambulate the great hill. Krishna walked at the 
head of this grand and wonderful procession. It was 
a magnificent sight, — the boy of ten led behind him a 
great clan to a land of joy, comfort, and bliss. 

Thus did he raise the Gopas from Nature’s simplicity 
to Nature’s sublimity. Thus did he bring in culturg^,.. 
civilisation, and religion amongst men unlettered, wild, 
and barbarous. Thus did he introduce Heaven’s light 
where darkness of suptirstition reigned,* 

♦ After describing this newly introduced Sacrifice, all the 
Puranas give an account of an extraordinary event, namely 
Krishna’s raising up the Govardhana hill and holding it for seven 
days on the tip of one of his fingers. It is mentioned even in the 
Mahavarata, Sava Parva, Chapter LXl., Sloka 9. It says, — 

** O Bhisma, in my opinion there is nothing wonderful in this 
man’s holding for a week the Govardhana hill which is like an 
anthill.” 

It is said that Indra was enraged for the slight cast upon 
him by the Gopas thus performing a new' sacrifice. He, therefore, 
ordered his clouds to shower for seven days and nights together. 
In this fearful inclemency of weather, the cowherds suffered 
very much. Their cows and calves died by hundreds. To protect 
them from the rains, Krishna raised the hill and the Gopas 
took shelter under its shade. Indra then acknowledged his defeat, 
came to Krishna, propitiated him with an ode and went ^away 
after making friends of him. 

The Govardhana hill is still in existence ; it is not an ant-hill 
as Sisupala said. It is impossible to believe that a boy of ten years 
of age, or for the matter .of that, any being in human form, cou]4 
have raised it and held it on his finger. But the story is found in 
every Purana, even in the Mahavarata; therefore we believe 
there is something in it which it is now impossible to make out. 
The following suggestions, however, may be made : — 

« (a) It is possible that there was a heavy down -pour when the 
Gopas were engaged in their new sacrifice, and that by some means 
adopted by Kri^na,— -it might be that he di^ out a big cave in 
which the w'hole of the nomad people with their ' cattle and kine 
took shelter,— they were protected in this feaiful inclemency of 
weather. f 
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It was an extraordinary event, and the Gopas were 
struck with astonishment and awe. ThTey thus spoke 
to him, ^'Seeing your powers we do not look ppon you 
as human. O Krishna, the women, {he children, and the 
old are all pleased with you. Even all the celestials 
together cannot perform the deeds you have done. Be 
you a god, a demon, a Yaksha, a Gandharva, or whatever 
order of being you may, we love and respect you, for 
you are our friend.*** 

^ When they had finished, Krishna remained silent 
for some time as if greatly touched. Then he spoke 
thus to them, *^If you are not ashamed of my relation- 
ship, if I have deserved your praise, then what need is 
there thus to discuss about me ? If you have any love 
for me, if I merit your praise, then consider me as 
your friend. I am neither a god, nor a Gandharva, nor a 
Yaksha, nor a demon. I am born as ^our friend, and 
you should not think otherwise of me.**t 


(6) It may be that it is but an allegory lignifying that the 
I ndra* worshippers, finding their god slighted, attacked the Gopas 
and Tnade an attempt to destroy their new ss^rifice, and that 
Krishna in this armed attack protected the hill on which the 
Gopas took shelter. 

Whatever It be, there is no doubt that something very extra- 
ordinary was done by him at this period of his life. 

* The Varavata says he was seven years of age at this period 
of his life, but narivansa says he was merely ten. 

t The colloquy quoted above is talcen from the Vishnu 
Purana. Harivansa ^so says that Krishna earnestly asked the 
Gopas not to consider him as anything else but one of them. He 
never gave himself out that he was any higher being than man. 
In the f^havarata, Udyoga Parva, he says, — “ 1 have no claim to 
the miraculoits or tupcmatural. I can but do what is possible in 
a man/' ' e 
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THE GREAT HAHCE. 

Autumn’s beautiful moon had lighted up all the blossomr* 
ing trees and plants of the charming Vrindavana^ The 
ever pretty Jamuna in silvery ripples slowly rolled on ; 
delicious breezes blew over her waves scattering tlfiT 
sweetest fragrance ; the sweet notes of the pipes of 
the Gopa boys rose higher and higher till all appeared 
to be in a sea of blissful cadence. Nature’s every 
beauty and sweetness had gathered round on the green 
grassy lawns of the ever beautiful land of the Gopas 
and the Gopinis.;!^ All the boys and girls had assembled 
to join in a great dance, t which their beloved friend 
and leader Krishna had organised to be held in that 


♦ Gopini means a female Gopa. 

t 'The {greatest poets and devotees of India have with great 
care described Srikrishna's this great dance called the Rasha. 
Therefore, Vrindavana and Vrindavana’s Krishna and his maiden 
companions and their love, sports, and dance have taken a 
deep hold on the mind of the people of India. India’s poetry, 
painting) music, nay religion, all breathe this love, sports* and 
dance of the Gopa maidens with their heart’s idol, the ever-loying 
Krishna of the Vrindavana. Thousands of books nave been written 
on this love-alTair, and according to the taste, feelings, and capacity 
of the different poets, it has been, variously described. In the 
Vishnu Furana, it is simply pure love of innocent and simple 
girls of the forest for an exceedingly handsome, acomplished, 
and heroic boy. It is simply a grand dance, — a great **Bair* whiclr 
still exists among the Aryan nations of Europe. In Harivansa 
tl«iris a maddeninjr love of youthful maidens tor a youn^ man. 
In the Vagavata it is deep sensual love of passionate ^irls for 
a passionate youth. In Bramha-Vaivarta Purana, it is gross 
carnality. Thus the merry dancing and playful sports of innocent 
simple and loving hoys and girls rove in the course of lime bee* 
turned into the grossest sensuality. 
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beautiful mooR-lit night* It was not the first dance. 
Often did Krishna organise many such moon-lit fitcs 
in which all the fair girls of the Vrindavana took the 
greatest pleasure in joining. They were as much mad 
after him as the boys. Each and every one of these 
innumerable pretty girls loved him with all the love that 
lay ill their sweet, little, innocent hearts. They were the 
personations of innocence and simplicity ; they were 
but the creatures of the wilds and the forest ; they were 
^rn in an age when the world had not been steeped in 
sin and sensuality. But they knew how to love, and they 
loved Krishna as only a woman’s heart, never touched 
by world’s frivolity, could possibly do. 

His biographer* says : — ‘‘Seeing the clear sky, the 
autumnal moon, the air perfumed with the fragrance 
of the lilies, the wood maddened with the hummings 
of the bees, Krishna desired to sport with the cow-herd 
girls. With Rama he began to sing in sweet, low strains 
and in those beautiful measures that women loved. 
As soon as they heard his song, they left their homes, 
and hastened to meet him. A maiden gaily sang in 
accompaniment to his song ; another listened to his 
mu.sic with all attention. One called him by name, but 
then* shrank in bashfulness ; another, bolder and more 
loving, pressed to his side.” 

His biographer then goes on ‘‘Going among them 
Krishna conciliated some with gentle looks and some 
with shaking their hands. As each attempted to remain 
close to his side, the circle of the dance could not be 
completed. Therefore he took each by the hand, and 
when their eye-lids were closed by the eflfccts of his 

• Vishnu Parana, Part V., Sec. XIll., ^lokas 14-19. 
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touch, he formed the circle. They then began to dance 
in accompaniment to the songs in which they celebrated 
in sweet melody the beauty of the autumnal season. 
Krishna sang the song of the moon and her gentle 
rays, — the maidens, however, often chaunted his praise. 
When leading they followed him, when coming back 
they met him ; whether he went forward or backward, 
they always followed his foot-steps*\* 

In these dances often did Krishna slip away from 
his playmates and maiden companions. Missing his^ 
the girls wildly roved about, seeking him from grove to 
grove. They exclaimed to one another, ** See, here are 
the impressions of Krishna's feet. Some fortunate girl 
must have gone with him intoxicated in his love ; her 
irregular foot-marks show it. Here did Krishna gather 
flowers for her from high boughs of trees, for we can see 
here only the marks of the tips of his toes. Because 
she felt vanity for his thus adorning her with flowers, 
Krishna must have left her here and gone away by this 
way ; for behold, unable to follow his footsteps as 
quickly as he went, she has tripped along upon her toes. 
Being disappointed, she has returned by this way with 
faltering steps, — her footprints indicate it." 

Thus did he play and sport with the girls oh the 
green grassy lawms and beautiful shady groves of the 
Vrindavana. Thus did he impart to the simple life 
of the forest girls a new happiness and joy, a new 
enjoyment and pleasure, a new beauty and sublimity, — 
things they never knew before.f By day he tended 

•« — ■ — - - — ' 

• Vishnu Parana, Part V., Sec. XII., Slokas 46-56. 
f We have been obliged to reject the elaborate and poetical 
description of the Vagavata. Its description of Ibis affair is quite 
an independent poeen, and, therefore, there is hardly anytnii^ 
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the kino and played with the boys, at night he held 
sports in w’hich the girls and the maidens of Ihe Gopa 
settlement took the most prominent part. He loved 
them all ; his love flowed like the eternal spring of Time, 
it was the grand manifestation of that love which is 
superhuman^ celestial, nay divine.* 


historically reliable in it. It is, however, a most beautiful **poem" in 
its own way. It is perhaps one of the grandest paintings of devo- 
tional love, — love of human soul for the Supntme t)ne. Vishnu 
. Hiirana and Harivansa have described these sporLs only in a few 
fines, but the N^tgavata describes it in no lesv than five chapters. 

'I'wo new incidents hav'c been introduced by the Vagavata, but 
they are not mentioned by the Vishnu Purana or Harivansa. 
They arc (i) Krishna’s removing the clothes of the maidens when 
they were bathing, and (2) some Brahmana women’s corning 
to Krishna to pay their adoration to him. Both arc evidently 
Vagavata’s own creation, 

* We believe we arc bound to state our reasons for saying 
that Krishna’s love and dance were nothing but iilnocent sporu 
of merry boys and girls. It is so widely kjiown as an affair 
of carnal love, — specially when some of the Puranas have des- 
cribed it as s^uch, — that it would be impossible for us to convince all 
in a foot-note that it could not have been anything else but simple 
sports of boys and girls. We shall, however, state some of our 
reasons, and we hope our readers will be at one with us when 
they will take them into their consideration. 

("aj In the first place, our readers will find that Krishna was 
mere a boy when he left the Vrindavana for Mathura and when he 
killed Kansa. It is admitted on all hands that ^ m was only eleven 
years of age when these sports were held. We seriously ask our 
rcad<jrs to s.ay whether it is possible for a boy of eleven to 
entertain any idea of carnality. 

f'SJ Secondly, when Krishna was most foully abused by 
Sisiipala (Vide the Mahavarata, Sava Pajrva), he was never charged 
by him with sensuality. If he really did what some of the Puran:is 
want us to believe, he would not have been spared by Sisupala. 
Nowhere in the Mahavarata. which is a much earlier work 
than any of the Puranas, wc find that he is described as a man 
of lewd character. The next earlier work, Vishnu- Purana, says 
nothing of it. 

rej Thirdly, in every work in w^hich his career has been 
described, even in those works that delight in painting him as 
a god of carnal love, — wc find he has been called a yitendriya^^-^ 
a man having his desires and passions subdued. See Vagavata, 
Skanda X., Chapter 33r<i, Slokas 2p and 3 (fth, also Gopala Tapini, 
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And they ^too toved him with a fervour in wbicfi 
they had lost their self-existence. It was that, grand 
divine loVe in which, sensuality had no place, — in which 
the world’s existence disappeared in a deep unfathom- 
able ocean of blissful oblivion.* 


(d) Fourthly, such dances were very poftular amongst the 
Aryans at the n^e ift which Krishna was born. I'hcre was nothing- 
wrong in these amusements, and none was charged with carnality 
who joined in them. We find in the Mahavarata that the Kiiru 
princes and princesses often held such dances. Even in Dwarka, 
Krishna and Kama had many such ‘‘balls'* in which brothers 
sisters, daughtefs and fathers, husbands, and wives joined. See 
Harivansa, Chapter 146th, Slokas 16-18. 

(<f) Fifthly, Rn&Ita means simply a ** dancc.'^ Sridhara Swami, 
the great commentator of the Vagavata, thus explains the word. 
•• It is a circular dance of men and women by holding one another's 
hands.” In the Harivansa, the word Rash a is not used ^ but m 
its place the word Hnllisha has been used. Now sonic of the 
great Sanskrit Lexicographers explain it thus, " It is the circular 
dance of women.” Wc thus fine! no carnality was ever implied 
by a Rasha dance. , 

(/) Sixthly, in dcscriWng this affair the Puranas have used 
the words Ramayanii and Ratipnya, These two words arc now 
popularly belicveS to carry the sense of carnality, but we humbly 
suggest that they were never used in the Puranas in this sense 
in connection with the Rasha dance. The roots, Rama and Rati, 
both mean to sport » In this sense they arc used in variows 
Sanskrit works. See Harivansa, (;hapter 67th, Slokas 24, 25 and 
26, and Markandeya Purana, Chapter 20th, Sloka 7. In the 67th 
Chapter of the Harivansa. the sports of the bo^s are described ; 
and in these descriptions the words Ramayanti and Ratipriya 
often occur. We need not say in respect of the boys^ sports these 
two words conxTjy no sense of carnality. If they mean ^mplc 
sports in one phicc, why should they be given a different import 
in another place I 

It might be asked why the Puranas and such great works as 
|oydeva"s Gita Gomnda thought it proper to describe Krishna as 
a god of carnal love. It would be presumptuous on our part to 
guQSS their intention, but wc believe therr object was to give the 
masses an idea of the grand divine love that a human soul 
feels for the great Supreme One by citing as an instance man's 
cimal loyc, a love which is the strongest in the wx>rld among all 
men and women in general. 

* We cannot conclude this chapter without mentioning 
Radha, the Gopa maiden, whose image is invariably to be seen 
bv the side of Krishna all over India. In the present day the life 
el Krishna is mdissolully mixed up with ihs^ of lUdha, who k Mid 
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DEFABTI7BB BOB XATHUBA. 

It was impossible that the existence of Krishna in the 
Vrindavana could long remain unknown to king Kansa 
in Mathura. Krishna^s extraordinary exploits, his wide- 
spread popularity, his great Came soon reached his 
ears. He vras told* that Krishna was none other than 
the very boy, Devaki’s eighth son, whom he had made 
strenuous efforts to destroy. 

lo be the wife of Rayana, his maternal uncle. But she is but a 
poetical creation. She is not to be found in the Mahtivarata, or 
in Vishnu Parana, or Harivansa, or V.Tgavata. Perhaps she is 
the creation of the author of the original Srahma Vaivarta Parana 
which is now lost. It is possible that the author of this Purana 
picked up one of the many Gopa maidens who sported with 
Krishna in the Vrindavana, and giving her a name, he painted her 
in the highest flight of poesy. Since then innumerable poets 
have used their great powers to develope the character of Radha. 
Her love for Krishna has been painted as the highest develop- 
ment of devotional love,-^lovc of the human soul for the Supreme 
One. Radha is now the grandest picture of Devotion, But we 
must say that falling into the hands of poeta.4>cr.s, she has been 
often made to appear as a picture of sensuality. 

IfVour opinion no particular Gopa maiden should be given a 
higher status than any of the others. Each and every one of 
them loved Krishna with her whole heart, and none surpassed the 
other in fervour. VVe believe the poQt who created Radha had 
no such intention, for the real meaning of the word Radha*' is 
ddorer, from the root Radh which means to adore. Every Gopa 
girl was, therefore, a “ Radha*', — ^an “adorer" of Krishna. 

* Vishnu Purana, Part V., Sec. XV., relates that it was Namda 
who informed Kansa that Krishna was the eij^hth child of Devaki. 
But we find it next to impossible to believe in the historical 
existence of Narada. Mention is made of him by the Puranas 
of almost all ages beginning from the Vedic age down to the 
very recent days. He has also been given more than one character, 
is a, great devotee, and again he is also the greatest origintiior 
wf. and dissensions. It is probabloilhat there was a great 
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He foamec) and roared in anger, but Ijc could dd* 
hothing now ; Krishna was beyond his reach. He was 
Ihe idol of the mighty GCpas whdf Were ready to lay 
down their lives for him ; he was the leader of hundreds 
of brave boys that had flocked to him from all parts 
of the country, — ^boys that had been formed Into a rude 
but a mighty army ; he was now highly respected and 
greatly feared by the NagaS, who, at a signal from him^ 
would hasten to his help.* 

Kansa was fully aware of all this. He knew alsc^ 
that almost all his people believed Krishna to be 
their ordained saviour ; he knew the entire Yadu raccf 
would secretly, — and if necessary Openly, — stand by him 
if occasion would arise. Under the circumstances ait 
open attempt to kill Krishna Would give rise to a 
seriou.s rebellion in his kingdom. An united uprising 
of the Yadus, the Gopas, and the Nagas w^ould bring 
about his dowtifall and death* He, therefore, thought of 
encompassing his death by a stratagem i 

He sent fot* one df thd most powerful Yadu chiefs, 
named Akrura,t and thus addressed him, “ O Akrura, 
you are my friend ; do Hie a fHendly ^rvied. There is^ 
no such warm friend and well-wisher of mine amongst 
the Yadus and the Bhojas as you. Go to the .settlcfiicnt 
of Nanda whel'c do the two sons of Vasudeva live. 
Bring them here without delay on this chariot. On their 
arrival I shall cause them to be destroyed by elephants* 
ff fthey escape^ I shall have them put to death by power- 

S ishi named Narada, whose name w'as in later days variously 
ilized by the authors of the Puranas. 

* See Harivansa, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 84th. 
t Akrura was a great warrior amongst the Yadavas. In the 
Mahavarata and in all the other Puranas we find him a great 
friend of Krishna. seemed to be of tlie same age as Krishita. 
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fill athletes. With their death, it would be easy to 
kill Vasudeva and all the other Vrisnis, Bhojas, and 
Dasarahs* I shall also destroy my avaricious father 
Ugrasena, his brother Devaka, and all others who are 
rebellious against me. Get them here by telling them 
that there will be held a grand tournament in which they 
should come and display their prow^ess.”* 

But Kansa was disappointed even of Akrura. He 
too went over to the opposite side.f He apprised the 
^risnis of Kansa’s intention, and when he arrived at the 
Vrindavana^ he told the Gopas all about the nefarious 
conspiracy that had been made by Kansa to encompass 
the death of Krishna. A counter-plot was soon formed, 
not only to save the life of Krishna, but to make a final 
attempt to bring about the downfall of the cruel tyrant. 

The cup of bitterness was full. They solemnly 
resolved that they would stand by Krishna and overthrow 
their persecutor or die in the attempt. Krishna again 
and again assured them that he would kill Kansa and 
save them from his cruel persecutions.^ 

A secret communication passed from house to house. 


* Vagavata, Skanda X., Chapter 36, Sloka. 21-35. 

t In the Sava Parva, Chapter XIV., Sloka 30, of the 
Mah^-arata Ktrshna said to Juahisthira, “ Having bestowed the 
daughter of Ahuka on Akrura, I with Valadcva killed Kansa 
and Sumalin {or Sunama) for the good of our relatives." We need 
not say this Ahuka was not the fatnet of nhe old king of Mathura, 
Cgrasena. He was like Akrura a great Yadu warrior and a 
friend of Krishna. 

} In Vishnu Purana, PaHrt Vv, See. XVII!., Krishna thus 
addresses Akrura, ‘*I shall devise proper measures for this. 
Depend upon it that Kansa had been already killed. Rama and 
1 will gt) to Mathura to-morrow. The Gopas will accompany us, 
cariying sufficient presents for the king." 

In the Vagavata, Skanda X., Chapter 41st, Krishna says, — 
" O Akrura, 1 will go writh my brother to your house anS by 
xiesiroyiM the scouige of the Yadu race, I will promote the w'elfare 
^»f my relatives." • 
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It readied to the Gopas in the distant Vrindavana ; it 
penetrated into the deepest forests and reached the 
Nagas in their wild settlements. AH were asked to be 
on the alert, and to make a final stand to overthrow the 
great tyrant. 

With Akrura, the two Vrisni princes started for 
Mathura. The Gopas in a large contingent accompanied 
them, apparently to witness the tournament and to pay 
their annual tribute, but in reality to aid Krishna, should 
occasion arise. They were a strong body, and were not 
incapable of holding their own against the Aryans of 
Mathura. 

Krishna and the Go[>as encamped for the night out- 
side the city. Some of them headed by Krishna and 
Rama entered Mathura after dusk. They had an 
affray with some of Kansans men in the streets, but 
they proceeded^ on till they reached the king’s arsenal. 
There they liad another brush with the royal guards. 
They then retired to their camps where too they had 
a slight encounter with the king’s soldiers who had 
pursued them.* 


* Vishnu Parana, Harivansa, and Vagavata all rclale that 
Krishna and Valarama met with Kansa's washerman in the streets 
of Mathura, and they asked him in jest to give them somepf the royal 
robes. The washerman abused them in return, in consequence 
of which a struggle ensued in which he was killed by Krishna. 
They then came across a hunchback girl, named Trivakra, who 
used to prepare perfumes for the king. They laughingly asked 
her to give them some of the royal perfumes which she gladly 
offered them. Vi^na Porana, Part V., See. XX., says : — ** Then 
Krishna, skilled in the healing art, took hold of her under the 
ohin with his thuitib and two fingers and lifted up her head, 
whilst with his feet he pressed down hers, and in this way he made 
ner straight in stature, which made her appear handsome. Filled 
with love and admiration, she took Krishna by the garment and 
said, ' Do come to my house.' Krishna smiled and said, '' I shaH 
come to ypur house some other time.’ After dismissing honk he 
eorned toa-ards RarnMnd laughed 4lou<L*' 
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Thus passed the night* But Kansa^ overlooked all 
this with apparent graciousness. He was (irmly con« 
vinced that Krishna would fall into the trap -that had 
been laid by him for his destruction. He, therefore, 
anxiously and eagerly waited for the morrow.* 


Out of this incident the Vagavata has built a love story which 
is a palpable fiction. But we must draw out reader's attention 
to the fact that Krishna was also a master in the healing art as he 
was in every thing else. Many instances of his cures will be found 
later on. 

Krishna and the Gopa b<T3\*i then proceeded on, and meeting a 
flower-seller, they .'isked for some flowers which were gladly given 
to them. They then went to the royal arsenal where they had 
a struggle with the gxiards. Sec Vishnu Fur.'ina. Part V., Sec- 
XX., Harivaiisa, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 82, and Vagavata, 
Sktindn X., Chapter 42. 

* Vishnu Purana, Hariv.ansa, and Vagav.ttn relate that on 
his way to Mathura with Krishna and Rama, Akrnra stopped 
tlie chftric-jiind went to bathe in the Jamuna, He saw the majestic 
figure of Krishna beneath its water. From this the commentators 
of the Vagavata and other writers of the Vaisnava sect say that 
the perfect incarnation of God did flot take his birth in the 
womb of Devaki. When Vasudeva took Krishna, who was but 
a partial incarnation, to Nanda's house, he slipped from his hands 
and fell into the water of the Jamuna, Vasudeva immediately 
todc him up again, but in fact Krishna remained there, and God 
(Vishnu) in Krishna's form came up to VasurJeva's lap. Since 
then Devaki’s son lived in the water till the da\' when Akrura 
returned to the banks of the Jamnna with Windas'ana's Krishna 
who was the real and the perfect incarnation of God. They .say 
Vishnu did not leave Gokuta. Krishna, who was in the water and 
who was bom in Devaki's womb, ascended the chariot and went to 
Maitbunu Our readers may take this versicfli for what it is worth. 
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DEATH OF EANSA. 

Morning dawned, the trumpets were sounded, the 
heralds shouted, and the bards sang. Thousands of 
men, women, and children winded their w^ay toward^ji 
the arena in which the great tournament* Would bo 
held. It was a brilliant spectacle, and all Mathura was 
present. 

The citizens assembled on the platforms set apart for 
them. The princes with the ministers and the courtiers 
occupied the royal si'ats. The judges of the game were 
seated in front ^of the king who sat apart, close by, on 
a lofty thron<'. S<‘paratc platforms had been constructed 
for the ladies of the palace where they sat, and the other 
women look their seats on the other platforms. Accommo- 
dation was allowed to Nanda and the Gopas in a 
separate platform, at the end of which sat Akrura and 
V'asudeva. Every one was on the tip-toe of expectation 
for the appearance of Krishna and Rama.f ^ ^ . 

But the king had ordered his men to set upon 
Krishna an infuriated elephant^ when he, with fais^ 
brother, would make an attempt to enter the arena. An 
elephant was accordingly driven against them, but the 

^ Vishnu Purana. Harivansa, and \\igavata give almost a 
tmmilir account nt the death of Kansa. But much of their descrip- 
tion is obviously hcticiotis. \Vc have accepted only ihosf^ pcfrtions 
of their accounts which appeared lo us reliable. 

f This tournament waS' called D/tanurmu/ta, ^literally a trial 
of archery. 

$ Vislmu PuranafPart V., Chapter XX. 
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brothers, after a hard fight, killed Uie huge animal 
and entere^^he arena. 

Aa. so6n as made their appearance, flte bugles 
were^'SoithdedL and Chanura and Mustika sprang forth 
defiantly slapping their arms. Covered with the blood 
of the elephants, Rama and Krishna majestically stepped 
forward like two proud young lions. Exclamations of 
surprise and' pity rose all over the place. People cried 
alquH,/^ Alas ! Alas!*’ Many said, Are there no elders* ' 
present here who will judge aright ? Two delicate boys 
on one side and two athletic hands on the other, — is 
this fair and just ? It is a great sin for the umpires and 
the judges of the game to allow a contest between boys 
and strong men/’ 

Cooly and calmly did Krishna step into the ^r^na* - 
He engaged with the highly powerful Chanura, and 
Valarama began to fight with the wclf-skilled WTestler, 
Mustika*. Entwining and pushing and pulling and 
beating, one another with fists, arms, and elbows, they 
fought one another till at last Chanura began gradually 
to lose his strength. At the sight of Krishna’s gaining 
ground Kansa roared in anger and mdered all music 
to cease. 

After wrestling with Chanura for a long time, 
Krishna at last lifted him up and whirled him over his 
rie whirled his adversary found and round till he 
iSecame out of breath and died. He then dashed him 
. on. the ground like a piece of clay. 

In the meanwhile -Valarama had killed Mustika 
and the other athlets had fled in fear. The two 
victOTilikis boys then danced in the arena, dragging along 
with them the Gopa boys. Kansa became maddened 
‘/with smgtr^ Fire flashed from his e^s ; he roared aloud 
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to his men, “Prive these two cow-herd boys from tfw 
arena. Seize the villain Nanda, and secure him with 
chains of’ iron. Put« Vasudeva to death with tortures 
idtolerdble to his'years. Seize -the cattle and all that 
belongs to these cow-herds.” 

But not a soul stirred ; the -order of the great king 
was for the first time disobeyed. He stared in anger 
and in fury, nay in fear at his people, but all stood 
still as statues. 

Krishna sprang up to the place where Kansa was 
seated. He seized him by the hair of his head, hurled 
his crown to the ground, felled him down, and threw 
himself upon him. After a hard struggle he killed 
the great tyrant and then dragged him into the -centre 
of the arena. 

Not a single soul amongst the many thousands that 
were present in the arena rose to the succour of their 
great king. All sat motionless in their seats. Only 
Sumalin, his younger brother, came to his rescue* but 
he was soon despatched by Valarama. 

A deep and solemn silence reigned among the 
multitude till at last the Gopa boys filled the sky with 
their loud cheers. They stood up in a body and sent 
up such a tremendous shout that in the distant Vrifida~ 
vana the Gopa women started up and laid aside their 
household duties. The people of Mathura outside the 
arena ran from all directions towards the place to 
ascertain what the matter was.f 


* The V«^avaia says that e^ht or nine of his brotfibn came 
to his help, and they were all killed hjr Valarania. 

-f This is the account that Kri^naljiimseK elves of the death jof 
Kama in the Mahavarau, Sava Parva, Che^. XIV., Slokas 30-34^ 


CHAPTER XV*. 


KRISHNA AS A BRINGS. 

When the Gopas were again and again cheering Krishna 
for the great deed he had done, Krishna, instead of 
feeling, joy and delight, felt the greatest possible pain. 
The heart-tending lamentations of Kansa's mother and 
wives, of his children and relatives, nay of his old 
father Ugrasena made his heart bleed. One of his 
biographers says : — Krishna expressed his regret for 
what had happened, and with eyes saturated with tears,* 
he consoled them.”* Another says ; — “ Surrounded by 
the Yadus, Krishna expressed his regret for killing 
Kansa. Moved by the loud wailings of Kansa’s wivesi^ 
he wept,”t 

When the great tempest that had been raised had a.^ 
little abated and the excitement of the people cooled 
down, and the great commotion for the sudden death of 
Kansa subsided, Krishna then took upon himself the 
task of settling the affairs of the Yadus that had become 
unsettled by the sudden death of their king. He ordered 

'The foolish Kansa, having pccscculcd the VndAV'as. married 
tsvo of the daughters of Jarasandha. They were named Asti and 
Prapti. Strengthened by this alliance, the fool pcr.seciilcd his 
relMives and' gained ao ascendency over them all. By his cruel 
acts he earned a very bad name. 1 he wicked wretch persecuted the 
old chiefs of the Bhoja race.. These chiefs sought our protection 
fi^m the persecutions of their relative Kansa. Having bestowed 
upon Akrura the beautiful daughter of Ahulca, named Satamika. 
I did a service to my relatives. 1 killed both Kansa and Sumalln 
with the assistance of Rama.** 

, * Vishnu Parana, Part Y*» Chapter XXI. 

, 4 Harivanaa, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 87th. 
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a royal funeral* for Kansa and his brother ; he did 
every thing possible to mitigate the sorrow and grief of 
Kansa’s family. He then went to his father and mother 
and made obeisance to them. He made every effort to 
make everybody happy ; he sent messengers to the 
Vrisnis, Dasarahs, Yadus, Vojas, and others w'ho had 
left Mathura through the persecutions of Kansa.f He 
then made the necessary arrangements to place the 
venerable Yaclu cliicf. Ugrasena, the deposed father of 
Kansa, on the throne of Mathura. t But the old chief 
declined the offer and earnestly asked Krishna to occupy 

♦ To give oiir readers some idea of the nature of the ceremony 
of a royal funeral of that aj^e, we quote below the Mahavvirata, Adi 
Pa rva, Chapter CXXV'II, Slokas 5-23 in which the funeral of 
Panclu, the Kuru prince, has been described. “ The priests went 
out of the city carrying the fragrant and blazing sacred fire, fed 
with G//r^. Frienrls, relatives, and adherents, wrapping up the 
corpse with cloth, ekeked it with flowers and sprinkled over it 
various perfumes. They adorned the bier also with garlands and 
rich hangings. Then placing the body of the king on that excellent 
bier, they caused it to lx? carried on the shoulders of men. With 
the while umbrella held over the bier, with waving Chamaras, w’ilh 
the sounds of various musical instruments, the whole scene looked 
bright and grand. Many hundreds of men distributed gems 
among the crowd. The priests clad in white walked in front of 
the procession, pouring libations of Ghee on the sacred fire which 
blazed in an ornamental vessel. They at last came to a charming 
and sacred wood on the b.anks of the Ganges. There did they 
lay down the bier. 'J'hcy then besmeared the body with all kinds 
of perfumes. They brought water in many golden yessots and 
w'asned the body. They then again smeared it with white sandal- 
paste, and with Kala-agaru mixed with Tttngarasha (a kindT’of 
perfume). Having dressed it in a white robe* they placed the king 
on the funeral pyre. They then set fire to it and burnt the body 
with the fragrant Sandal wood which was besmeared with 
Tungapada and other perfumes.'* 

t Only the Vagavata, Skanda X, Chapter 48th, says that 
Krishna sent Akrura to enquire after the welfare of the sons of his 
pai^rnal aunt Pritha (Kunti), who were the illustrious Pandavas. 

J We need not swy that at the time of which we are speaking, 
U was the practice with the destroyer of a king to ascend the throne 
of his victim. In the annals of ancient India except Krishna 
we find none who dif^ not avail himself of this privilege. For 
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the throne rendered vacant by the de^th of Kansa. 
The entire Yadu race entreated him to accede to the 
request of the king. But Krishna said> ‘‘Neither have I 
any. necessity for a kingdom, nor do I desire a throne. I 
have not killed Kansa with the motive of becoming a 
king. For the good of the world, your son, who became 
the scourge of the race, has been killed by me. I sliall 
again be a dweller of the forest, and rove happily 
amongst the cow-herds and the kine. O king, I again 
and again say, I have neither any need for a kingdom, 
nor any desire for it.*** He listened to no refusal, and 
the old king was duly installed by him on the ancient 
throne of the Vrisni race.f Krishna and Rama then 
left the city to the great regret of all the people. 

But he did not return to his old favourite forest of 
the Vrindavana ; he did not go back amongst the loving 
boys and girls of Vraja, nor to his •beloved mother 
Jasoda and his ever fond father Nanda. Bowing down 
his head to the Gopa chief and all the other revered 
elders, and providing them with much wealth and many 
presents, he took leave of them. He implored their 
blessings, and asked them to go back to their settle- 
ment. He then turned towards his bel ?vcd playmates 

a cow-herd*boy to withstand the great temptation of becoming a 
kmjr and to refuse the supplications of the whole Yadu race 
bespoke a strong will.’ Our readers mudst remember that Krishna 
was only twelve years of age when he killed Kans<a. The Vagavata 
distinctly says, — this assertion is borne out by all its great 
Commentators, — that Krishna killed Kansa on the 14th Lunar day 
oi the month of Falguna (about ist week of March) when he was 
in his twelfth year. 

• Harivansa, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 88lh. 

f The original kings of Mathura were the Vrisnis, who were 
precluded by a curse from ascending the throne. It went over to 
the female side and their sister's sons were made kings. Thus 
Ugrasena and his family came to rule over the Yadu race. 
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who stood MTJth tears in their eyes. He embraced 
them all and asked them to return to the beautiful 
Vrindavana. you love me/* skid he, go back to 
our happy woods. Make my mother Jasoda forget my 
absence. Play and sport with the girls as 1 used to do. 
Let them not feel that I am away. Tell them I am still 
to them as I were before, but duty calls me elsewhere.” 

He left Mathura and went far and far away to distant 
Kasi, ^ there to begin his education. He and his 
brothers attached themselves to the household of the 
venerable preceptor named Sandipani, t who lived at 
a place called Avantipur.J: They then began to study 
both the Vedas and the science of arms. 


* Modern Benares. 

t All the Puranas say that Krishna was under the tuition 
of Saildipani only for sixty-four days. It is said that within 
this short time he mastered all the sciences. They also narrate 
a story in which Krishna is said to have rescued Sandipani's son 
from a sea-demon, named Panchanjanya. Krishna obtainra a conch 
from this demon which afterwards became his great war-conch. 
This story is obviously a fiction and therefore we have rejected it. 

This is not all the education that Krishna reteiv^. All 
through the Mahavarata. not to speak of the later Purae4»^ 
we find him described as one of tne ma;t learned men of his 
In the Mahavarata, Sava Parva, Chapter Sloka 19 
Bnisroa says,— He is vastly learned in the Vedas and the 
Vedangas.*’^ In Chhandagya-Upanishada,— a very ancient work 
(see Introduction) — we meet with this pass^e. *'Gbora (Rishi) 
of the family of Angirasha, saying ail this to Devaki's son, Krishna^ 
added, < At the end remember th^e three thii^.' This evidently 
shows that Krishna studied under the Rishi Ghora. In thie 
Mkhayarata we And that he performed for ten pears on 

the Himalayas. In those days dtd not mean practising 

atisterities. It meant study and fneditatk>n» $ee, Satapata 
Brahmana, ValU a, Anuvaka.6. 
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WAB WITH JABASANBHA. 

Krishna and Rama could not continue their study 
long, they were soon sent for by their relatives, 
because a great danger threatened the city of the 
Vrisnis. The great Jarasandha, the father-in-law of 
Kansa, had inarched against Mathura with a large army. 
In this great crisis, the Yadus and the Vrisnis had none 
to save them except their ever-ordained saviour Krishna. 

Jarasandha was then the paramount lord of Northern 
India.* It is said that he commanded twenty Aksha^ 
hauHis t of soldiers, — a stupendous army.J All the 
chiefs and potentates, all the kings and princes, acknow- 
ledged his sovereignty, § either by paying him tribute or 
by obejing his commands, or by assisting him with 


* From the earliest to the recent days it is found that one or 
the other sovereign of India became the paramount lord over the 
others. In later days, such Emperors were Chandra Gupta, 
Vikramaditya, Asoka, and others, 

^ One chariot, one elephant, five foot soldiers and three horse- 
men form a Patti, Three Pattis make a Senamukha ; three 
Smsmukhas make a Gulma ; three Gulmas make a Gana ; three 
Ganas make a Bahini \ three Bahinis make a Pritana three 
Pritanas make a Chamu \ three Chamus make an Anikini ; ten 
Anikinis make one Akshauhani, Thus one Akshauhani would 
consist of 21870 chariots, 21870 elephants, 10(7350 foot soldiers 
and 65610 horsemen. It b said that Jarasandha commanded twenty 
limes this number. 

X Sisupala, the king of Chedi, was the Generalissimo of this 

^Kmhna thus spoke to Judhbthira in the Mahavarata, Sava 
Parva, Chapter XIV., Slokas 8-22. . , 

overcome the entire Khashtnya orwr, Jarasanana nas 
set faims^ up over the head Of all thc^kings. The powerful 
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soldiers in time of war. He was a powerful sovcreigjn 
and ruled with an iron hand.* 

Learning that his favourite son-in-law t had been 
murdered by Krishna supported by all the Vrisnis, 
Jarasandha’s anger knew no bounds. Without the least 
delay he started with a large army, vowing complete 
destruction of Mathura and the total annihilation of 
the entire Yadu race. But Mathura was a long way off 
from Magadha, and therefore the irascible monarch, 
heavily encumbered as he was in his march with a large 
army, took many months to arrive at the Vrisni capital. 

In the meanwhile Krishna had returned from 
Avantipur, and with the small army that the Vrisnis 
commanded, he had made every preparation to defend 
the city. For days together the great Magadha king lay 
encamped round the city, besieging its citadel, but 
Krishna^s supreme generalship and judicious manoeuvre 
of his little army saved the city from falling into the 
hands of the enemy. Worn out and disgusted, the 
great king at last raised the siege and marched back 
to his own country.^ 


Sisupala has become his Commandcr-in -Chief. Bakra, the power- 
ful king of ihc Kurushas, also waits upon him as his disciple. 
I'he kinjr of the Yavanas, who has chastised Mura and Naraka, 
who is the most powerful king of the West, whd is named 
Bhagadatta, has also bowed to Jarasandha in submission, 
powerful king of Banga, Paundra, and K^rata, who is known by 
the name of Pandraka, also waits upon him. That mighty king 
of the Bhojas, Bhismaka, who is our relative and who rules over the 
fourth part of the world, has become a servitor to the king of 
Magadna." 

• The Mahavarata, Sava Parva, Chapter XIV., Sloka 63, 
sa)'s : — “Many kings have been kept prisoners in Girivnija (his 
city) to be offered by Jarasandha as sacrifices in a great Yagma.** 

t Kansa married the two daughters of Jarasandha, named 
Prapti and Asti. 

I In ancient India real generalship was unknown. Every 
warrior was pre-emtn^it for his own bravery, physical strength, and 




WAR WitH JARASANDHA. • 65 

It would be better if wc quote Krislvia's own words. 
He thus describes his war with Jarasandha. 

**Jarasandha took up arms against us. We, eighteen 
branches of the Yadava race, consulted together and 
came to the conclusion that if we continued to strike our 
enemy for one hundred years, we should not l)e able to da 
him the least harm. He had two friends ; tliey w'erc as 
powerful as the foremost of all powerful men. They 
were named llansa and Diinvaka. But there was also 
another very great king named Hansa who was killed 
by Rama in a battle which raged for eighteen days. On 
hearing the rumoured death of Hansa, Dimvaka thought 
that he could not live without him, and therefore he 
went to the Jamuna and drowned himself. When 
Hansa heard what Dimvaka had done, he also put an 
end to his life by similar means. On hearing the death 
of the two heroes, the two great pillirs of his empire, 
Jarasandha raised the siege of Mathura and went back 
to Magadha in great sorrow.’^* 

But the Vrisnis and the Yadus were not allow’cd any 
respite. They learnt that jarasandha had fitted up 
another great expedition against them. He had invited 
the great Yavana t king to aid him in the destruction of 

knowledge of arms. They knew not how to face a great warrior 
W*a great army a small force. Qur readers will find that it 
W'as Krishna who introduced in India real gcjneralship in his w.ar 
with great Jarasandha. He was a great general as well as a great 
warrior. 

* Mahavarata, Sava Pan^a, Chapter XIV, Slokas 35-45, 
t Vishnu Parana, Harivansa, and the Vagavata say that 
Jarasandha invaded Mathura eighteen times, and was on every 
occasion defeated. They relate that in his last invasion he invited the 
great Yavana (supposed to be Greek) king named Kala Yavana, 
to come to his aid. 'I'his king besieged Mathura with a very large 
army, but Krishna separated him by a stratagem from his troops 
and "led him alone into a cave where, it is said, a great Rishi named 
Muchuktinda was asleep. Kala Yavana 4 it the darkness took him 
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Mathura and in the annihilation of the Yadu race. They 
were filled with great alarm ; and they knew not what to 
do. ■ They were but a few in number ; if they fought 
with Jarasandha for one hundred years, they would 
hardly be able to weaken his pow'er in the least, where- 
as their number would daily decrease till they would be 
totally annihilated. Krishna was averse to bloodshed, 
which on the present occasion would prove useless and 
unwise. He therefore advised the Yadas to leave Mathura 
and take shelter in a place where they would be out of 
the reach of Jarasandha and where they would be able 
to live in peace and security. We again quote his 
own words : — 

“We became exceedingly discouraged and prepared 
to fly. We divided our great wealth into small portions 
to make it portable. We then fled through fear of Jara- 
sandha with our sibns, cousins, and relatives. Wc fled 
towards the west. There was a charming city named 
Kushasthali * adorned by the Raivataka mountain. In 

to be Krishn.n and gave him a kick. The Rishi awoke, fire flashed 
from his eyes in anger, and the Yavana king was redmed to 
ashes. The description of this w'ar is very elaborate both in the 
Vishnu Piirana and Harivansa. The Vagavata says that when 
Krishna and Kama were returning after encompassing the death 
of Kala Yav.ana, they were attacked on the way by )aras^dha. 
'I'hey both fled and look shelter on the Pravarsana hill*, to which 
Jarasandha set fire. The two brothers leaped from the hill smd 
escaped to Dwarka. Harivansa calls the 'hill by the name of 
Gomata. 

As there is hardly any historical value of these accounts of the 
Puranas, we have refected them. The account of the war given 
in the Mahavarnta as quoted above ^pears to be based on fact. 

• Kushasthali was in Guzerat, The new city Daravati or 
Dwarka w^as founded by Krishna on a small island in the sea. 
protected by a hill called Raivataka on the mainland. Perhaps no 
place could have been ntore impregnable. It was also exceedingly 
charming in point of natural beauty. Being surrounded on all sides 
by sea us climate was ve^ salubrious. It lay also very close 
to the place of the greatest pi%rimage of that age named Preeum. 



WAR Will! JARASANDHA. 


67/ 

this city we took up our abode. Wcvepaired itb fort 
and made it so impregnable that even women could light, 
%ithin it Though' q^uite capable of defending ourselves* 
yet we have taken shelter in the Gomata mountain. 
Twenty-one posts of armed' men are placed there and the 
heroes of the eighteen branches of the Yadu race always- 
defend it.’^* 

Thus did Krishna bring the great Yadu clan many 
hundred miles away from their forefather's land. He 
brought them across deserts, mountains, rivers and 
streamlets to the coast of the sea. He founded for 
them a new city which was, as ho himself said, ^'impre- 
gnable even to the celestials/* He built a chain of forts 
on the Raivataka mountain to protect tlie city from 
external attack. He introduced amongst them a system 
of government far superior to what they possessed. 
He formed an army of his old playmates, his beloved 
cow-herd boys of the Vrindavana, who became afterwards 
the foremost warriors in India and were famous in the 
name of Sansapfaias.f Thus did he raise the Yadu 
race to a higher strata of civilisation than that of any 
other Ar)^an race then living on the plains of India-t 


Dwarka is even to-day, like Machura and Vrind.ivana, a great 
Uindu shrine, though nothing of the ancient city is now in existence. 
Only the steeple 01 a temple is visible in the midst of the sea. It 
fe mentioned in the Puranas that after Krishna's death the city 
was engulfed in the sea. 

♦ Sec Mahavarata, Sava Parva, Cluipier XIV., Slokas 48-55* 
^ See Mahavarata, Drona Parva, battle ()ctwcen Arjuna and 
Ihe Sumsapiakai. 

■ ■ ■% See Harivansa, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 114UU . 
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KRISHNA IN DWARKA. 

Akier settling in Dwarka* Krishna married the princess 
of Vi(lharva,t named Rukmini whom he loved and who 
loved hirn.J But his marriage was not celebrated in 
peace. The powerful king of Vidharva, Bhismaka, 
refused to bestow his daughter on the Vrisni prince, and 
under the advice or dictates of the great Jara.sandha ho 
made all arrangennents to marry Rukmini to the king ol 
Chedi, Sisupala,§ who was the generalissimo of Jara- 
sandha's great army. 

But Krishna with the Vrisnis went to Vidharva, and 
when the princess was on her way back to the palace 
from a temple, he took her up on his chariot and drove 
with all speed towards Dwarka. 1| Bhismaka’s wrathful 

* It i-S a pity that the authors uf the Piiranas have not described 
Krishna’s career in Dwark.i as fully as they have done his 
career in the Vrindavana. They have no doubt related innumer- 
able matters, but they are so obviously lielitious that it would be 
useless to discuss them. VV'e shall, therefore, give in this chapter 
the little that we have been able to gather from this grcatcinass 
of fictions, 

“J* Modern Bcrar. 

i I'he Vagavata says Hukmini sent a rftessenger to Krishna. 
Bhismaki was a Bhoja, and therefore a kinsman of Krishna. 

§ Sisiipala was Krishna's cousin. He was the son of his aunt 
(father’s sister). 

II During the .age of which wc are speaking, the marriage of the 
royal princesses of the Aryan race used to take place only in two 
ways, namely (rt) Sayamvara (self-choice) and (A) Hatana (forcible 
takmg away). In the Savantvara all the great princes were invited, 
ana the maiden made her own choice from amongst them. But 
the bride’s father often contrived something to test the heroism of 
the several princes present, and thus he gave away his daughter to 
the best man. An instance of this will be found later oa in 
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^on, Rukmi, pursued him with a large asmy. After a 
hot chase he overtook him, and when Krishna found that 
(he Vidharva prince had already cope up with him, he 
stopped his chariot and gave battle. After a severe fight 
Rukmi was defeated and his army utterly routed. 
Krishna then drove away to his own city, but the 
Vidharva prince remained on the field of battle,* vowing 
never to return to his kingdom till he could wreak his 
Vengeance upon Krishna.t 

Draupadi’s But when a was not held, or 

when both the prince and princcs.s ihou^^hl that they would not be 
able to secure the man or the woman after their heart, then a prince 
would carry away a princess b}* force, - force being not used again.st 
the maiden, but against those who W'ould oppose him. It was consi* 
dered by the Ar)'an princes of that age to be the best method of 
marriage, for in these cases they had the opportunity to display their 
prowess. Sometimes princesses were carried away from the Sayam^ 
vara assemblies. The great Bhisma carried away the two prin^sses 
of Kasi in order to get them married to his younger brothers. (Sec 
Maliavarata, Adi Parva). 

In cases of Havana^ the maidens were generally found to be 
in love with the hero who carried her away. Kukmini was in love 
with Krishna. In fact it is only the modern “ run*away mari mge.’' 
Thiss rtof marriAge was also recognised in the .sacred books a.s 
being highly meritorious* I'he Rig-Veda, Mandala 10, Sukla 
27, Rik II says:--“Who is there who desires to possess the 
daughter of one whose daughter has no sight ? Is there any who 
will throw the m^ni (a sort of weapon) against one who carries 
awi'jy such a maiden ?” 

* It is said Rukmi founded a city on ibis fu-Id of battle and 
named i^ Bhojakata. 

t Wc bfelicve wc are bound to say something more about 
KrW*na*s marriages. Vishnu Parana, Part IV,, Chapter XV., 
Sloka 15, says, “ Krishha held sixteen thousand, one hundred and 
one wives.*' Again in Vishnu Purana, Part V., Chapter XXVIII., 
we find that he had * sixteen thousand and seven wives." In the 
same work, Part IV., Chapter XV.. it is mentioned that “ho had 
one thousand four hundred and forty sons". We can very well 
pass over all this as extraordinary fictions. 

V^ishnu Purana, Harivansa, and the Vagavata relate that eight 
w'crc the chief wives of Krishna, — namely (i) Rukmini, (2) 
Satyabhama, <3) Tamvavati. (4) Kalindi, (5) Mitravinda, (6) Satya, 
(7) Vadra, and (8) Lak.shana. But even in this matter they say 
innumerable contradictory things. In the Vishnu Purana, Part V., 
Chapter XXVIIK, wc get nine chief wivc| including Rukmini. 
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Notwithstanding Krishna’s towering personality^ hidP 
loving nature and sweet character, there was no unity^ 
good will, or brotherhood among the various clans ol tho 
Yadu race. Though they obeyed and followed Krishna, 
either through love or fear, they could not live in peace 
with one another. Their ancient feud was kept up and 
they quarrelled on inspite of Krishna’s presence and his 
continued effort to inspire love and amity among them. 
This is what he himself said, “I live- like a slave of my 
relatives and hear their harsh words after giving away to 
them half of my wealth. My heart ever bleeds at the 
cruel abuses of my kinsmen. Valadeva, Gada, Sukumara 
and my son, Pradumna, have become famous in the 
world on account of their personal beauty. The An- 
dhakas and the Vrisnis are highly powerful, energetic, 


In Chapter 32, of the same work, we meet With another list uf the 
chief wives of Krishna in which some new additional names arc found. 
In Part IV., Chapter XV., of the same work, we get another addi- 
tional name. In Harivansa, Vishnu Parva, Chapter I5lh, we get 
nine names in addition to Rukmini, but in Chapter 162nd of the 
same work, we meet with tw'clve names in addition to Rukmitii. 
A few lines further down in the same chapter of the same work, 
wc get five more additional names. 

Except Rukmini and Satyabhama none of these wives ever 
appear in the scene of action. Satyabhama appears only once or 
I wice, but those places of the Puranas or the Mahavarata in which 
she appears are apparently after-interpolations. (Sec our n^es later 
on). Again none of the sons of these wives, except thosb of Rukmini 
and Jamvavati, is to be met with in any period of Krishna’^ife. 
Janivavati was a bear's daughter, and therefore it is impossible 
to believe that she gave birth to a human being. It is said this 
son, Samba, carried away the daughter of Durjadhana nam^ 
Laieshana. This story is mention^ only in the Puranas ; no 
mention is made of it in the Mahavarata. If this story had any 
truth in it, it must have had a place In the Mahavarata which & 
a hi.story of Durjadhana and^ the Kurus. Riikmint's, son 

R radumna, however, is present * all through Krishna^s career. 

is his grandson, Vajra, who finally ascended the throne of the 
Vrisnis. Under the circumstances, we shall not be very wrorvg if 
we doubt the very existence of any other wives of Krishna except 
Kukmtni. a 
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and heroic. Those whom they do not ayi are sure to 
perish and those whom they aid are sure to acquire 
immense wealth. But inspite of these powerful men 
holding to my side, I am passing my time as one utterly 
helpless and destitute. Ahuka and Akrura are my 
warm friends, but if 1 express love towards one, the 
other gets angry, therefore do I express love towards 
neither. It is very difficult to abandon Ahuka and 
Akrura for the great friendship that I bear for them.’** 

The following story will give us a very clear idea of 
the internal condition of the Yadu race when they lived 
in Dwarka.f 

A great quarrel broke out amongst the Yadus on 
account of a gem called Sdmantaka. One of their 
chiefs named Salrajita obtained it, but Krishna 
thought that it should be possessed only by the head of 
their clan, namely, king Ugrasena. But he did not 
speak it out, nor did he ask for it, for he feared it w'ould 
add fuel to the fire of the great feud that always raged 
among the Yadavas. Satrajita, however, was afrairl 
of losing it, and therefore he presented it to his brother, 
Prasena, who was a great warrior, believing that ho 
would be able to retain it inspite of Krisl. ia*s desire to 
lake it^away. 

,,Once upon a time Prasena went out in a hunting 
excursion, but he never returned. lie w.as killed by a 
Hon in the deepest part of the forest, and as he wore the 
jewel at the time, it was lost with him. But suspicion 
fell on Krishna. Many believed that it was Krishna 
who had murdered Prasen^ and stolen the gem. 

* The Mahavarata, Santi Par\'a. 

f This stoiy' is given in the Vishnu Parana, Harivansa, .'incl 
the Vagavata. 
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To remoYie this great stigma Krishna tried to find 
out where the jewel was. He went out alone into the 
forest, and, after a diligent search, found the gem and 
returned with it to Dwarka. Calling a meeting of all his 
kinsmen, he handed the gem over to Satrajita in the 
presence of all.* 

Hut the fatal jewel soon brought about Satrajita*s 
death. One Satadhanya murdered him one night when 
he was asleep and stole it. When Kri.shna heard of 
this most diabolical and cold-blooded murder, he, as the 
leader of the Yadus, was obliged to take serious notice 
of Satadhanya's conduct and to pass upon him the 
capital sentence. But Satadhanya, after having secretly 
handed over the gem to Akrura fled from Dwarka on 

♦ Vishnu Parana, Harivansa, and ihe Vagavata relate that on 
to find out the gem, Krishna saw that it was witli a bear, 
named Jamvavana. fie fought with him and defeated him. There- 
upon the bear gave him back the gem along with his daughter 
{amvavati whom Krishna married. On his return to Dwarka, 
he gave the gem to Satrajita who in order to propitiate him be- 
stowed upon him his Ijcautiful daughter named S-atyabhama. VVe 
need not sny that these are glaring fictions. But \vc believe it would 
be better if we ijuote hero a passage that relates the other marriages 
of Krishna 'I he Vagavata, Skanda X., Chapter 5.Sth, says ; — 
"One day Krishna and Arjuna came to the banks of the Jamuna 
where they met with a most handsome damsel. On Arjuna's 
asking her, * () beautiful maiden, who are you, whose daughter 
and whose wife She replied,’ i am the daughter of the exalted 
Sun. I live in a place underneath the waters of xhctJanTuna, 1 
am practising hard austerities so that I might be the wif%»of 
Vishnu,’ On hearing her words, Krishna brought her to Indra- 
prasth.a and married her with duo ceremonies. Vinda and Anu- 
V'incla were the allies of Durjadhaiia. They had a beautiful sister 
named Mitra vinda who offered the nuptial garland to Krishna, 
but her brothers refused to bestow her on him. Thereupon Krishna 
carried her away by force. The king of Kosala, Nagnajit, had 
a very handsome daughter named Satya, but he declared that 
he would give his daughter to him only, who would be able to 
i^astise the furious bulls lluU he possessed. Krishna went to 
lyisala, beat the bulls, and married the maiden. After this 
Krishna married his cousin, Vadra, the princess of Kakeya and 
then carried away l^kshana, the beautiful princess of l^dra/' 
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a fleet steed. Krishna and Kama piy'sued him, and 
after a hot chase when they came up with hun, Satadhanya 
jumped down from his horse which fell dead through 
excessive exhaustion, and fled into the forest. Krishna 
got down from his chariot and ran after him. \V1 um\ 
Satfidhanya saw that escape was impossible he drew 
his sword* A fight ensued in which Satadhanya wa.s 
killed. But when Kri.shna searched his person, he did 
not find the gem. On his return to the chariot, h<r told 
this to Valarama who did not believe in it. He said 
w ith groat scorn, ** Fi(i to you. You are very avaricious. 
You Inave stolen the gem, I know'. I will never go back 
to Dwarka.” Sayingthis, the wrathful Kama went aw^ay 
to Vicleha * \vhen‘ he lived for three years. 

In the mean while Akrura fled from Dwarka. Krishna 
on his return had not the slightest doubt that the jewel 
w'as wdth him. He therefore again and again asked him 
to come back, but Akrura shrank from it. At Iasi he 
w as prevailed upon to come. On his arrival, Krishna 
convened a inc’eting of his kinsmen, and in the jjresece 
of all asked Akrura to admit that the jewel w'as with 
him. Finding that denial would be useless, Akrura 
handed the gem to Krishna. Many ot the Yadu chieis, 
inclijding Rama, clamoured to have it, but Krishna tum- 
ped a deaf ear to all their importunities and returned the 
gem to Akrura, "saying that he^ wvis the fittest pt;rson 
among them all to wear it. 

Thus did Krishna preserve internal peace in thi' 
Vrisni city .and kingdom, but he had also to contend 
against foreign foes. He had to deb nd Ihv. city mort? 
than once against external attacks.f He had to go out 

* Mcnlern North Behar. 

f Sec Mahavarata, Sava Parva, Chapter XI.V. 
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many times to (i|[ht against tyrannical kings.^ But as will 
be found later on, he was ever averse to war and blood- 
shed* If a battle was to be fought in order to punish a 
tyrant or to protect the people from wrong or oppression, 
if it were a righteous battle, he was never slow to take 
up arms. And if he ever took up arms, he was never 
defeated, he was ever invincible and ever victorious. 

But what sort of life did he himself lead ? We shall 
quote one of his biographers.f One day Krishna thus 
spoke to his wife Rukmini, '*0 princess, many highly 
pow'erful, mighty, wealthy, and handsome monarchs 
sought your hand. The great Sisupala was present with 
the view of possessing you ; your father and brother also 

* In the Mahavarata, Harivansar Vishnu Parana, and other 
works, there are accounts of Krishna's various wars. But they 
are narratives, full of extraordinary descriptions ; andNt would be 
waste of time to make an attempt to pick up from them any 
historical facts. We shall, therefore, simply mention them here. 

ftf) War with Naraka. 

Naraka is supposed to be the son of Earth. He was a great 
demon and he kept imprisoned in his harem sixteen thousand 
women who were all finally rescued by Krishna. It is said Krishna 
married all of them. 

(6) War with Salya. 

This king had a city which is said to have floated in the sky. 
He fought with Krishna with the power of illusion, but was finally 
beheaded by him. 

(c) War with Paundra king, Vasudeva. This king assumed 
the roie of Krishna, i, r, he gave out that he was the real incarnation 
of Vishnu and that the Vrisni Prince was an impostor^ Kl'ishna 
invaded his kingdom, killed him, and burnt Kasi, (Benares) the. 
king of w*hjch came to the aid of Vasudeva. . 

(r/) War with king Vana. 

This king refused to bestow his daughter on Krishna’s grandson 
Anurudhya, in consequence of which Krishna attacked him and 
defeated him after a great battle. It is said Vana had one 
thousand hands. In the Maha\*arata, Sava Parva, it is mentioned 
that he conquered the western countries and invaded the 
Pragjorisha. 

vagavata and Hari\^nsa relate many more baules and vars 
fought by Krishna, but they are glaring fictions. Hence we 
have faceted them. 

t Vagavata, Skanda X, Chapter berth, Slokas iO*ao* 
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wished to bestow you upon him. Why tfcen abandoning 
such desirable matches you wanted to marry a person like 
myself ? I have taken shelter in tl\e sea for the fear of 
other kings; I have quarrelled with the strong and 
abandoned all royal prerogatives. If women follow men 
whose conduct is not to be understood and who ^o not 
remain under female controK they are sure to meet with 
great misery. We are poor and the poor only love us. 
Friendship and marriage can take place among those 
whose lineage, wealth, prowess, and beauty are similar. 
Friendship and marriage can never take place between 
the high and the low. You have little experience. 
Ignorant of what I now say, you married such a worthless 
man as I am. I am indifferent both to my home ajid 
to my b<jjy. I have no desire for wife, son, or riches. 
1 am happy in my own self.'** 


* Here we take leave of Pauranik Krishna, i. €, Krishna 
as described by the Puranas. They have written many thinK!» 
more about Krishna, but as there is not the least historical value 

of these accounts, wc have passed them oyer. Henceforth we shall 
place before our readers Krishna as described in the Mahavarata. 
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KURU-PANCHAIiA. 

WllKN Krishna and the Yadavas firmly cslablishedl 
tliemsijlvcs in Dwarka, a gnat event took plare in 
Northern India. It was the Sayamvara * of the Panehala 
princess named Draupadi. 

Kurujangala and Panchahit were two of the most 
important kingdoms in the Aryavarta.J Both the king- 
doms w<Te contiguous to each other and both were in- 
habited by two very powerful Aryan clans called the 
Kurus and the Panchalas. These two great "t^lans rose 
irom the same stork, § and they origiiuilly lived together 
nnd calb'd themselves by the same name. But for some 
reason or ollu'r, which it is now impossible to guess, 
tlu‘y quarrelled amongst themselve.s, and separated from 
one another ; and some se ttled in Kurujangala and some 
in Pani.'hala. But their fend was deep-rooted and their 
ijuarnd never ceased. Both clans went on lighting from 
geiieratinn to generation till at last they were almost 
annihilated in the great battle ^which they fought on 
the field of Kurukshetra. j| 

* See our note in p. t*S. 

f Kurujangala is modern Delhi, and Pancha la, modern Garhwat. 

} We quote a Sloka from the AfanH Sanhita, Chapter II. 

“The country bounded by the Himalayas in the north and the 
A'indhya on the south, by the eastern sea on the east, and the 
western sen in the west is known to the learned by the name of 
Aityavarta. ’ 

§ The compound word *' Kura-Panchala is often met with 
in the X’^edas. 

j| Sec Aisika Parva, ^lahav.nrata, and Vol 111. this work^ 
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At the time of whicH we spe^ik, Dhi^larashtra wsis 
the king of the Kurus, but he being blind, the adminis<» 
tration virtually rested on his uncle; Bhisma, who was 
the greatest warrior and statesman of that age. 
I'hc throne should have been occupied by Bhisma, but 
he had long ago forgone his claims in favour of his 
younger brothers. His father Santanii fell in love with 
a fisherman's daughter named Satyavati,* but her 
father refused to bestow his daughter on the king unless 
he w'ould take a vow to make her son his successor. 
When Bhisma came to learn what had happened, he 
went to the fisherman and took a vow not to occupy the 
throne through life and not to marry, so that the throne 
might for ever be occupied by Satyavati's sons and their 
descendant|, 

Satyavati gave birth to two sons, but both of them 
died childless, leaving two young widows behind. King 
Sanlanu had long been dead ; Bhisma was precluded from 
marrying by his vow, thus was the great dynasty on the 
point of becoming extinct. It therefore became neces- 
sary to have a child begotten of the widowed princesses. 
Ihider such exigencies the Aryans of that age had the 
custom of having children begotten on widows by the 
brothefs qf their husbands.t Satyavati had a Kanin 

♦ She had anolhef name ; it was Matsagaiulha. It is said 
that because the smell of fish cmanatcck from her body, she hore 
this name. One day she was met by the jfreal sa^c Parasara, 
and as she allowed him the embrace, she was relieved of the smell 
through the Rishi's grace. The Iniit of this embrace was the 
great 5iage Vyasa, who was named Krishna Dwaipayava, because 
he was born on an Island. 

f It was a prevalent custom in that age. Wc quote the Rig- 
Veda, loth Mandala, 40th Sukta, 2nd Rik. 

“As widows attract their husband's younger brother to their 
bed or as women attract men, so who does attract you, (O 
Aswins) • 
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son.* He wA the great sage Vyasa, the celebrated 
compiler of the Vedas and the great writer of the 
original Putana smd Itihaia.'^ He was appealed 
tO) and as usual he begot successively three sons, two 
on the princesses and one on a hand*maiden of theirs.]; 
The eldest was Dhritarashtra, the next was Pandu, 
and the youngest was Vidura. 

Dhritarashtra married the princes of Gandhara§ 
named Gandhari ; Pandu married two wives, Pritha || 
and Madri. The elder prince being blind, the younger 
Pandu ascended the throne. Both brothers lived for 
some time in great amity, but it appears they could 
not long pull on. Pandu left Kunijangala and went 
away to the Himalayas with his wives and retainers. 
Thus another new clan branched off from the Kurus 
which afterwards came to be known by the name of the 
Pandavas or Pandyas.^^ 


* A son born of a woman before her marriage was called a 
Kanin son. See Manu Sanhita, 9-172. 

I See Introduction. 

This was also a prevalent custom in that age. We quote 
Kaustaki Brahmana, II. 

** You arc the son of a hand-maid. We shall not eat with you.*^* 

f Modern Kandahar, It is said that as Dhritarashtra was 
blind. Gandhari kept her eyes bandaged all through her life. She 
could not bear the idea that she should have sight whereas her 
husband should not. 

|( She was also called Kunti. She was the sister of Krishna’s 
father. Madri was the princess of Madra. 

The Mahavarata relates a story to supply the reason for 
Pandu 's leaving Hastinapur. It is a palpable fiction. 

An Aryan clan always took its name from one of the mo^ 
celebrated of its members. Thus the Kurus took their name ftom 
king Kuru, the Yadus from king Yadu, and so on. But some dl 
the Oriental scholars of Europe do not agree with us in saying that 
% clan was named after the rkndu princes, though we meet with a 
race called Pandya or Pandras in the history of India. Seis 
'Max Muller's Ancient Sanskrit Literature, p. 44. Weber's History 
of Indian Literature p. 1^5 ; Asiatic Researchea Vok XVl 
PP-95-0. ^ ^ 
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Dhritarashtra had many sons of wham DurjadhanA 
was the eldest** But the Kurus did not know for 
many years together w^hether Pandu had begotten 
any sons or he was alive or dead. Many* years after 
Kunti returned to Hastinapur, the capital of the Kurus, 
with five young princes.f She said that the three 
elder ones were born of her and the two younger ones, 
who were twins, were the sons of Madri* As both 
Pandu and Madri were dead, she thought it proper to 
come Hack to the Kuru capital. 7*hese princes were 
respectively named Judhistbira, Bhima, Arjuna, Nakula, 
and Sahadeva. 

The young princes were welcomed by aged Bhism.i, 
and king Dhritarashtra as their own children. They 
were affectionately brought up by Bhishma and Vidura, 
and placed under the tuition of Drona, the great 
preceptor of that age. Arjuna became the greatest 
warrior amongst all the princes, but Durjadhana and 
Bhima became matchless in club-fight. 

They thus grew up to the great joy of the people of 
Hastinapur, to whom Pandu was very much beloved, till 
at last the Kuru princes with Durjadhana at their head grew 
extremely jealous of them. Durjadhana tried to harm 
them iQ various ways ; even attempts were made on their 
lives, but the Pandu princes quietly suffered, nay they 
tried their utmost *to court their ^ good will. But all 

* It is said Gandhari gave birth to one hundred sonsi but the 
story is obviously a fiction. 

t Kunti had a Kanin son who became afteuwards famous under 
the name of Kama. It is said that in order to hide her shame 
she placed child in a pot and threw it in the river, 'rhe child 
Was found by a charioteer who gave it to his wife named Radha, 
who brought it up. I'his child afterwards became the greatest 
warrior ot the Kuru army. The interpolators have related an 
extraordinary story u> save Kiinti's honour, which is useless to 
relate here. « 
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their attempts ifailed ; they were finally obliged to leave 
Hastinapur to save their lives.* W’hen they were thus 
wandering about i^ exile, the great event of which we 
speak, namely, the Sayantvara of the Panchala princess 
took place, which created a great stir amongst the chiefs 
and potentates of Northern India, 

Draiipadi was the only daughter of the great Pan- 
('hala king, Drupada. She had two brothers named 
Dhrishtadumna and Shikhandin, — both of thorn being 
great warriors. She was the most beautiful and accom- 
plished princess In the Aryan land. Young potentates 
from far and near longed to marry her. But king Drupada 
dc’iired to bestow her on the Pandii prince Arjuna,t 
for Arjuna was the only prince in whole India, who 
deserved to possess such a prize as Draupdi. The 
old Drupada knew that the third Pandava was the 
greatest warrior in India ; he also knew that tlu? sons of 
Pandu w^ould never be aJ)le to live in amity w ith the sons 
of Dhritaraslitra. If they could be W'on over, it would be 

* When l)urjadhan;i failed in his atlemins to kill the Pandu 
princes, he induced them to go with their mother to a place called 
v’aranavai.* where he caused a house of lac to be built. He sent 
one Purochana with secret instructions to gel the f'andavas to sleep 
in that house, and when they would be fast asleep to set fire to 
it. Vidura warned the princes of their danger. Thus instead 
of Piirochana’s settinj^ fire to the house, they themselves ofid it and 
and fled away from the place. It was rumoured tHat they were 
all killed. It must be mentioned here that many of the Kuhis 
doubted the legitimacy of the Pandavas ; tor they said, “ Pandu is 
long dead, how could he beget such >x»ung children ?” It is related 
that the five Pandavas were begotten by five celestials namely 
Dharnia, Vayu, Itulra, and the two Aswins, as Kama was by Surja. 
It is said that Kunti obtained a talisman from Rishi Durvasha by 
which she could call to her presence any god she liked. We need 
not say these stories were afterwards added to the Mah.avarata to 
^loss over the custom which became hateful in India in later dax's. 

t The Mahavarata, Adi Parva, Chapter CLXXXV 11., Sloka 
8, says Jagmasena (Drupada) always cherished the wish to 
be*«tow hi-s daughter on Kirin (Arjuna)/ the son of Pandu, but he 
did nut speak jt out anybody.** 
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then easy for him to wreak his direst vengeance on 
the Kurus who only a few years ago invaded his kingdoin 
and carried fire and sword throughout his dominions* 
But when he made all arangements to hold the Sayam- 
vara of his daughter, the Pandavas were exiles—^ 
wandering from place to place, 


* It fs related in the Adi Parva, Mahavarala, that the illus- 
*trious preceptor of that age, the cclcbraled Drona, was a great 
friend of king Dru(fada. But they finally (luarrellcd, and l)rona 
came to the heriditary enemies of the I^nchala.s namely the Kurus, 
Drona's brother-in-law, Kripa, was then the preceptor of the Kuril 
princes. When Drona came to Hastinapur, he was welcomed 
with all respects, and all the Kuru prince-s were placed under his 
charge. A few years after he marched with the Kurus and 
invaded Panchala. Dnipada was defeated and half of his king- 
dom was annexed to the Kuru dominions. Drupada then f>er- 
formed a gfreat sacrifice in order to have a son who would kill 
Drona. From that sacrifice rose two sons and one daughter,— 
the sons were Dhristadumna and Shikhandin and the daughter 
was Draupadi. , 
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MABXlIAaS OF DRAUPADI. 

King Drupada contrived to do something by which 
he was able to bestow his beautiful daugliler on the very 
person whom he selected for her. It would be better for 
us to quote the ancient chronicler * 

** The Panchala king caused a very stiff bow to be 
made, — a bow incapable of being bent by any man 
except Arjuna. He caused a machinery to be erected 
in the sky and set up a mark to be shot through that 
machinery. The king Drupada then proclaimed the 
Sayamvara with these words : — ‘ He, who will siring 
this bow^ and he who will be able to shoot the mark 
above the machinery^ will obtain my daughter/ 
Having heard this, all the chiefs and potentates arrived 
at the capital of the Panchala king/^ 

** The Sayamvara arena was built on an auspicious 
ground. It was surrounded by palaces and enclosed 
on all sides by a wall and a moat. It was ornamented 
with gales and arches, and covered all ov^er 'with 
a beautiful canopy. It resounded with the sounds 
of thousands of trumpets. It was scented with Aguru 
(black aloe), ornamented with garlands and sprinkled 
w^ith sandal-paste.^' 

* Henceforth we shall follow the Mahavarata in writing the 
account of Krishna's life, for there is nothing more of historical 
value in any of the Puranas. As the original story of the 
Mahavarata was written^ by a contemporary chronicler, shall 
try to adhere to its descriptions as much as possible^ always rejeti* 
ing those matters that wc have referred to in the fntroduciion. 
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'The assemblage ot kings and princes^daily increased 
in bulk, and tlie arena looked gay with the performances 
of the actors aad dancers. When, this grand assembly 
continued for fifteen days^ then on the sixteenth day, 
Draupadi, having bathed and having been attired in the 
best robes and adorned with all ornaments, entered the 
arena, carrying in her hand a golden dish, on which there 
were a garland of flowers and other oETcrings of the 
ArghyaC^^ 

“All the musical instruments being stopped, Dhrista- 
dumna came forward, taking hold of his sister's arms. 
Ife stood in the midst of the assenddy and spoke thus 
iiv a loud voice, 'Hoar, O yc assembled princes, this is 
the bow, that is the mark, and these arc tlio arrows. 
Shoot the mark through the orifice of the machinery. 
Truly do I say, he who possessing noble birth, beauty, 
a^id strength will achieve this great deed shall to-day 
obtain for his wife this my sister Draupadi.'f 

The five Pandu princes were present in that great 
Sayamvara assembly. They came there in di.sguisc and 
were seated amongst the mendicant Brahmanas J as 
one of them. They were eager to form an alliance 

* Arghya is a collection of a few thine It was always 
olTcrcd^o a /nan whom one specially w'anted to honour. 

^ t Mahavaratai Adi Farva, Chapter 187th. 

i In the Vcdic jyje in w'hich Krishna was liorn, the c.islc 
system, as it now exists in India, was not formed. Those that 
performed the sacrifices on behalf of the kings .and w'oaliliy men 
were called the Brahmanas. 'Fhey were paid for their labour, and 
consequently they held rather a lower position than, the ruling cLass. 
But if any of them were learned, as they often were, he was 
highly respected by ail. But there was no caste distinct ion ; all 
men had equal rights to study the Vedas, wield the arms or till 
the land. Vyasa was the son of a Brahmana, named Farasara, 
but his mother was a fisherman’s daughter, who afterwards became 
the wife of a ktijig. Drona was a Brahmana, but instead of being 
a great fschotaf, he was a great warrior. Our readers will find ihi; 
whole of the Mahavarala bears out our assertion. 
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with the pdwelful Panchala king, so that they might 
get back their just portion in their father’s kingdom/ 
I'hey were also desirpus to display their prowess in an 
assembly in which almost all the Aryan princes were 
present. Leaving their mother in a potter's house, they 
came to the assembly and sat apart amongst the 
Brahmanas who had come there in hundreds in expec- 
tation of receiving alms. 

Krishna was also present, but he did not go there to 
obtain the hands of Draupadi, for he made no attempt 
to get her. But he was the only man amongst the 
thousands that were present there, who recognised the 
Pandavas through their disguise. Though he never 
met his cousins before, yet through his great intelligence, 
he easily guessed that the five so-called Brahmanas 
were no other than the five Panda princes. He scruti- 
nised every man present there, as was his wont, and the 
Pandavas could not escape his penetrating eyes. 
Turning to his brother Rama, he told him his thoughts, 
adding, “ I liave heard the sons of Pandu escaped from 
the burining lac-house." To which Rama replied, “1 
am glad to hear that our father’s sister Pritha with her 
heroic sons are alive," 

The Kuru princes, Durjadhana, and others with, their 
great friend Kama were also present. The great 
Jarasandha and Sisupala wkh all the' allies and friends 
of the Kurus were there. Each and every one of them 
were eager to possess the beautiful princess, and if 
possible thus to wipe out by this alliance their ever-last- 
ing feud with the Panchala king. 

‘‘But," tlie ancient chronicler ad4s> “those kings 
could not even in their imagination string that bow. In • 
exerting with swelling lips to string it, each according 
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to'his strengthi education, skill, and energy, Acy were all 
tossed on the ground. Seeing this, that great bowman 
Kama went to the place where the bow was» He quickly 
raised it up, stringed it, and placed the arrows on the 
string. But Draupadi said in a loud voice, *l will not 
choose a Suta, (charioteers son) for my husband.’ 
Laughing in vexation, Kama threw aside the bow and 
came to his seat.” 

'When all the kings desisted from the attempt, Arjuna 
rose from among the Brabmanas. The Brahmanas cried 
out, 'How' can a stripling, unpractised in arms and weak 
in strength, string that bow which the celebrated princes 
have failed to do. If he fails to achieve success in the act, 
which he has undertaken by his boyish restlessness, the 
Brahmanas will be ridiculous in the eyes of the kings.’^ 
Arjuna came to the bow and stood there like a 
mountain. Walking round the bow in due form, he look 
it up. He stringed it in the twinkling of an eye, shot 
the mark, and brought it down on the ground through 
the orifice. A great uproar rose in the arena ; the 
Brahmanas waved their garments in joy, the assembled 
kings and princes uttered exclamations of grief and 
despair, the musicians struck up hundred of drums and 
trumj^ts, and the bands and the heralds chaunted the 
praises of the hero. Draupadi slowly walked up to 
Arjuna with a white robe and a garland of flowers,” 

But the disappointed clviefe rose in arms ; — they 
made an attempt to carry away the princess by force, but 
Arjuna was too strong for any of them. A battle 
ensued, which would have been fought to the bitterest 
end if Krishna had not risen to be the mediator. He was 


* Ibid, Chapter i^oth. 
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known by all the princes present there to be far superior 
to them both in arms and in learning. " Therefore when 
he rose and said, V This princess has been justly and 
in accordance with the ordinance won by the Brahntana/^ 
they ceased fighting, and peaceably w^ent away to their 
respective kingdoms. 

The Panchala princess Draupadi was finally married 
in due form to the five Pandu princes.* When the 
Pandavas had been married, Krishna sent to them 
v«arious golden ornaments set with pearls and gems* He 
made them many other presents of which they were in 
great need at the time in order to keep up their position 
as the princes of Kurujangala.f 

When they met, Judhisthira asked Krishna, "O 
prince, how have you been able to trace us, living as 


* Such marritigcs were comtnon in the age of which wc speak. 
Wc cjuoic the Alharva Veda, 9-5-27-28. 

^'The woman that accept a husl^and when her first husband is 
alive is never separated from him by giving away AJa Panchan^ 
dana. If the second husband gives aw'ay blazing Aja Panchau^ 
dana with Dakshina, he and his wife go to the same n^ion.*^ See 
also the Atharva Veda 5-17-8. 

The Pandavas passed their early life in Tibet. It is still 
A prevalent custom of that country for the women to have a plurality 
of hiisliands. This custom is still to be met with among some of 
the Hindu castes in many parts of India, especially in Orissa* 

f This custom disappeared with the Vedic age.^ It^^ecame 
then absolutely necessary for the writers of the Brahmanical periq^ 
I. e. when Brahmanical supremacy was cxt^'cme, to gloss it over. 
They could not hear the idea that such was the custom of 'their 
forefathers. Thus from C'hapters CXCII., to CCU Adi Parva, 
Mahavarata, had to be interpolated. In these chapters we find 
that when the Pandavas returned home, they cried from the door, 

other, wc have got splendid alms to-day.’’ The mother replied, 
Whatever it be, my sons, divide it among all of you.” So that 
their mother’s word might not become mlsCr t^v married the 
prinocss all together. Then Vyasa came and saici many extra- 
ordinary, ridiculous, and foolish things to remove the senipfes of 
all concerned. Wc need not dwell on these chapters, as only a 
cursory view of would show that they arc the works ol a 

poetaster. The great Vyasa could not write such nonsense. 
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we do in disguise ?’* KrishtVa smilingly replied, “ O 
Wng, fire, even if it is covered, can c;isily. be known. 
Who ^Ise among men except the i’^indavas can perform 
such feats ?'** 


* The Mahavarata, Adi Farva, Chapter %90th. Slukas 23*24. 
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INBBAPRASTHA. 

The news of the marriage of the Pandavas with the 
Panchala princess soon reached Hastinapur. It was a 
very serious news to the Kuru king. He was fully aware 
that if he declined to give the Pandavas their father's 
kingdom, then their heriditary and ever-lasting enemy, 
king Drupada, would make it a plea to wreak his venge- 
ance. Therefore Dhritarashtra first privately consulted 
with his son Durjadhana and his friends.* We shall 
<juote the ancient chronicler.f 

‘^Durjadhana and Kama came to the king, and they 
thus spoke to him, 'O father, you are not acting as you 

♦ K«*irna, Sukani, and Dusha!;ana were the three chief coun« 
scllors of i>urjadhana. They always supported him in both good 
and evil. Kama, as wc have alrctady said, was a Kantn son of 
Kunti, but he was not aware of it. He grew to be a great warrior, 
and Durjadhana eagerly welcomed him to his court in order to 
keep a balance of power with the Pandavas, for there was no 
other man in India who could withstand Arjuna except Kama. 
L)urjadli.ana made him the king of Anga, but as Ka^a was 
always present in the Kuru court, wc believe the titl/? waS only an 
honorary one. It is prob;ible Kama never ruled over Anga (mockp*n 
Western E^engal) which was then but a forest. 

Siikani was the prince of Gandhara. He was the brollMEir of 
Gandhari, and therefore maternal uhcle of Durjadhana. This 
prince always lived in Hastinapur and was in fact the evil genius 
of Durjadhana. Dushasana was one of the brothers of Duijadhana 
and was a great supporter of all his evil acts. Out of the 
numerous sons of Dhritarashtra, only Vikarna kept himself al^ 
from the evil designs of his brothers. 

w t The speeches that we quote are long, but we give only 
portions of them. We purposely jquote them, for they would give 
our readers a lair idea of the various men with whom we shall have 
to come in contact all through this work. Seo Mahavarata, Adi 
P2^a, Chapter, 103113 to roqtri. 
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*stiott1d« You ought to act in a way so a* to weaken the 
"^wer of the Pandavas/ Dhritarasbtra, ever weak and 
^ver fond of his sons, said, Durjadhana, tell me what 
is in your mind and in the mind of Kama The wicked 
Ourjadhana then thus addressed his father, "'Let us by the 
help of trusted and skilful Brahinanas privately create 
dissensions amongst the Pandavas. A quarrel between 
the sons of Kunti and Madri is not improbable. Or let 
the king Drupada with his sons and all his ministers of 
state be tempted by the offer of vast wealth, so that 
he may abandon the cause of the Pandavas. Or let 
our spies speak to each of the Pandavas separately the 
the inconveniences of living in flastinapur. Let them 
induce the sons of Pandu to live in Panchala. O father, 
employ any of these means which appear to you faultless. 
Time passes away. VVe should not make any further 
delay. 

**Karna said, ‘O Durjadhana, in my opinion, your 
reasonings arc not well-founded. No machination would 
succeed against the Pandavas. You have formerly tried 
to accomplish your desire by various subtle means, but 
you were not successful in your attempts. In my opi- 
nion, this is what is good and advisable ^or us, namely, to 
attach and fight with them till they afe extirpated/ 
Having heard what Kama said, the great king Dhrita- 
rashtra gave him hTgh praise, and he then thus addressed 
him, ‘You are gifted wS!h great wisdom. You are highly 
accomplished in arms. Such words, breathing the spirit 
of heroism, are surely worthy of you. But let Bhisma; 
Drona, and Vidura and you all consult together* 
Then adopt that means which will be to our good.* He 
tii^n summoned to him all his ministers and counsellors.^ 

**in the coiincU the old patriarch, the ever wise 
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Bhisma thus ipoke : — ‘O Dhritarashtra, I can nevlcrr 
consent to a quarrel with the sons of Pahdu. Pahtiii 
was to mo as you are to me. The sons of Gandhari ate 
as dear to me as those of Kunti. Conclude a treaty 
with those heroes and give them half of the kingdom. 
O Durjadhana, as you consider this kingdom your 
paternal property, so do the Panclavas. Therefore I 
ask you not to quarrel with them.*' 

*T)rona said, King, friends summoned forconsiulta- 
tion should alvv.iys .speak what is right and conducive to 
f.ime. O Sire, my opinion is the same as that of the 
illustrious Bhisrna. Ixt the sons of Kunti have a share 
in the kingdom.** 

“Kama rose in anger and said, ‘O king, these two ofd 
men arc supported by your wealth. They arc supposed 
to be your best friends. What can be more surprising 
than that they should give you advice that is not for 
your good ?** 

“The great preceptor, Drona, mildly said, ‘O Kama, 
know that what I have said is good for all. This w^ould 
be for the pros[)crity of the Kiiru race. If you consider 
it as productive of evil, .say what would Ue to our good.** 

“Vidura said, “O king, your friends have .spoken to 
you what Mould be for our good, but it appears Jteu do 
not accept it. Knowing that the claim of the Pandava/; 
to the kingdom oven prior to yours^ behave virtuously 
toM*ard$ them. I'he stain of Calumny is on you on 
account of the act of Purochana.* Wash yourself off it 
by kindly behaving towards the sons of Pandu. O king, 
we have not very long ago waged a great war M*ith 
\ing Drtipacla. If we can now secure him as an ally, it 


This refers the burnii^ of the lac»lK>uic» 
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will strengthen our power. The Yadiw are numerous 
and powerful. They will ail be there where Krishna 
will be, and where Krishna is, Victory is certain. 1 have 
not the least doubt that the great Vrisni prince will 
stand by the Pandavas. O Sire, having heard that the 
sons of Pritha arc alive, the men of the city and the 
kingdom have become exceedingly glad. They are 
all eager to see them. Do what will be agreeable 
to them.*' 

*^King Dhritarashtra then said *0 Vidura, the learned 
Bhisma and the illustrious Rishi Drona and you yourself 
have said the truth, and what is good for me. As the 
heroic sons of Kunti arc the sons of Pandu, so are they 
also my sons. As my sons are entitled to this kingdom, 
so certainly are the sons of Pandu. Go, Vidura, and in 
due affection bring the Pandavas here along with their 
mother. Bring also with them the Panchala princess 
Draupadi of celestial beauty.”' 

‘‘Thereupon Vidura at the command of Dhritarashtra 
went to king Drupada and to the Pandava.s. He took 
with him numerous gems and jewels and various other 
riches to be presented to the Panchala king, the 
Pandavas, aivi to Draupadi. Having/ arrived at the 
Pan^iala city, he w'aited upon king Drupada who 
*received"him in proper form. Tht:y both enquired after 
each other's healfh. Vidura then saw the Pandavas and 
Krishna, embraced them in affection, and enquired after 
their health. He then presented to the Pandavas, to 
Kunti, Draupdi, Drupada^ and Drupada's sons,^ the gems 
and jewels and various kinds of wealth sent to them by 
the Kurus, and thus addressed the great Panchala king, 
‘OSirc, Dhritarashtra with his ministers, sons, and friends 
has again and again enquired aftjr your welfare. He 
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has been highly honoured by no alliance witfi you* Ait' 
the Kurus regard themselves greyly blessed by tbisT 
alliance. This alliance with you has made - them happiec 
than if they have acquired a new kingdom. O Sire» now t 
permit the Pandavas to return to Hastinapur. Thei.' 
Kurus are exceedingly eager to see the sons of Pandu. 
They are long absent from their home, they too must, 
be very eager to see their own city. All the Kuru ladies* 
all the citizens, all our .subjects are eagerly waiting to 
sec the Panchala princess, Draupndi.'” 

“The Panchala king replied, ‘O Vidura, I too have 
been exceedingly happy by this alliance. It is proper 
for these illustrious princes to return to their ancestral 
kingdom. But it is not proper for me to say this myself*. 
If Judhisthira, Bhima, Arjuna, Nakula* and Sahadeva, if. 
Rama and Krishna, who are highly learned in the precepts 
of religion, wish it, then let the Pandavas along with my 
daughter go back to Hastinapur.’" 

“Judhisthira said, *0 Sire, I with all my brothers are 
dependent on you. We shall all gladly do what you will 
command us.’’’ 

“As king Drupada looked at Krishna, he said, 'I am .. 
of opinion that they should go. But we iqpst all abide 
by the opinion of king Drupada who is highly learned 
in the precepts of virtue,”’ ' 

“The Panchala king then said, 'Having considered 
all the circumstances, I agree with this foremost men, 
this heroic and mighty armed Vrisni prince. They should, 
return to their own ancestral kingdom.’” 

Having been commanded by the illustrious Panchala. 
kkig, the Pandavas with Draupadi and Kunti started 
with Vidura for the city of their forefathers. When king- 
l^tarashtra learnt ^|hat they had arrived, h« ceai 
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Kuru priacee and hU great ministers receive them. 
The city became radiant with sight-seers. Thou- 
sands of men, women, and children {lastened towards the 
palace to see thmr beloved Pandu princes returned to 
their city." 

“The Pandavas then went to the palace and worship- 
ped the feet of Dhritarashtra, as also those of Bhisma and 
also the feet of all else that deserved the honour. They 
enquired after the health of all, and they then entered 
the palace assigned to them.” 

"When they had taken some rest, they were summoned 
by the king, who thus addressed them, *0 Judhisthira, 
listen with your brothers to what 1 say. Go to Khan- 
davaprastha*, so that no differences may again arise 
between you and my children. It you live there, none 
shall be able to injure you."’ 

“Agreeably to the king’s injunctions, the Pandav.as 
started for Khandavaprastha. It was a fearful forest, 
but they founded a great city there and named it 
Indraprastha. They received -only an extensive dreary 
land for their kingdom — an wild tract covered with dense 
woods. But they did not complain ; they began to build 
up there a*great kingdom, wliich soon bet rmc the greatest 
in wh^lc India. Having settled them in their new city, 
j^isbna with’ their permission returned to Dwarka. 


• As Hastinapur stood on the banks of the Ganges, so was 
. iChiutdavaprastha situate on the banks of tha yemtiHa, 
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MABBIAGS OF SUBHADRA. 

SOMK TIME after when the Pandavas comfortably settled 
down in their new city, Arjuna went to pay a visit to 
the Vrisni prince Krishna in his own city Dwarka.* 
We shall again quote our historian : — ^ 

“When the invincible Arjuna came to the holy and 
charming FVovasa, t Krishna heard of it and went to 
meet his friend. Embracing each other, they enquired 
after each other’s health. They spent some time in the 
Provasa and then went to the Raivataka hill. Before 
their arrival, the hill was, at the command of Krishna, 
decorated in various ways by many artificers. Various 
sorts of eatables were collected for the reception of the 
Pandu prince. Enjoying everything that w^as provided 
for him, Arjuna sat dowm to witness the performances 
of actors and dancers. After dismissing them all with 

* Chapter, CCXX, to CCXIX., Adi Parva, Mphavarata are 
interpolations to ji^loss over the marriajjj’e of Draupadi. They relate 
the arrival of Narada in the Pandava Court. He asked^them to 
make an arran^irement amongst themselves, so that they might not 
quarrel over their wife. P nder his advice, the Pandavas look 
vow that if any of them would approach Draubadi when one of them 
would be with her, then he would go to exile for twelve years. 

One day when Judhisthira was with Draupadi, a Brahmans 
piteously appealed to Arjuna to rescue his kitie from the rofalmrs. 
Arjuna faced the dire calamity of exile and entered the room in 
which Judhisthira was with Draupadi at that time, fur in' th«at 
room he had all his weapons. Having rescued the kine, he 
returned to his brothers and asked their permission to go away to 
Vxile. He left Indraprastha and roved about many places till at 
fast he came to the Provasa. 

t This was the most sacred pilgrimage of that age. It was in 
Guzerat, very near Dw^rka. ' ^ 
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proper respect, the Pandava hero tht>n retired for 
the night." 

“He rose in the morning, aw^ikcned by the swe^t 
songs and melodious notes of the Ftna* and by the 
panegyrics and benedictions of the bards. After he had 
performed the daily rites, he was accosted with affection 
by the Vrisni prince. Then ascending a golden chariot 
he started with Krishna forOwarka.” 

'The citizens of the Vrisni city came by hundreds and 
thousands into the public streets in order to see him. 
Dwarka with its gardens, houses, and streets was well 
decorated to give a grand reception to the Pandu prince. 
He was respectfully welcomed by all the Bhojas, the 
Andhakas, the Vrisnis, and the whole Yadu race. He 
in return worshipped all that deserved his worship 
and received their blessings# He was accorded a 
hearty welcome and affectionate reception by all tho 
young men of tlie Yadu race. He too again and again 
embraced them all. He then passed many days in tho 
delightful mansion of Krishna.'' 

**A few days after, a great festival was held by the 
Vrisnis on the Raivataka hilLf In this great festivity in 
honour of the hill, Arjuna gave away much wealth to the 
hundreds, of Brahmanas that assembled there. The 
{taivataka* whs in a sea of merriment; the muscians 
played in coiKcrt on all their musical instruments, the 
dancers danced, and the songstet»s sang. The effulgent 
youths of the Vrisni race, adorned with ornaments, looked 
handsome everywhere. Intoxicated with drink, adorned 

* Vina i.H a stringed musical instrument. 

+ Our readers will find that Krishna introduced his festmty 
in honour of the hill c\*en amongst his own clansmen. We ne^ 
not remind OMr readers that he hrst held il in the Vrindavana in 
honour of the hill Govardkanu. 
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With beautiful |^rlands, attired in costly* robes, accom-^ 
pained by their wives and followed by the niusciaii«^» 
they sported about li||;e the celestials in heaven/’ 

^‘When thus walking about, Krishna brought' Arjuna tfr 
the place where his sister, the beautiful Subhadra, was 
sporting with her companions. As soon as Arjuna 
saw her, he was struck with her extraordinary beauty^ 
Having seen that Arjuna was looking at her with 
Inarked attention, Krishna smilingly asked, ‘How is it 
that the mind of one who roams about in the forest is' 
thus agitated by seeing a girl ?* Arjuna asked who the 
maiden was, and Krishna replied, ‘She is my sister, 
Subhadra. She is the most beloved daughter of my 
father. If your mind is really set upon her, 1 shall speak 
to my father.” 

“Arjuna said, ‘She is the daughter of Vasudeva and 
sister of Krishna, she is matchless for beauty, — whom 
can she not fascinate ? If your (this) sister become my 
wife, I shall then consider that I have gained all the 
prosperity of the world. Tell me the means whereby I 
may obtain her.” 

“Krishna replied, * Friend, Sayamvara is no doubt 
the form of marriage prevalent amongst the ruling class ; 
but it would be very doubtful, for wc do not knci|v her 
temper and disposition, she may not chose'you. Inth^ 
case of heroes the forcible taking 4way of a maiden 
for the purpose of marriage is praiseworthy. Therefore 
if you are eager to marry her, carry her off.”’* 


It in quite ap^rent Krishna was all along eager to marry 
his sister to Arjuna. But he was aware that his proud kinsmen.. 
%ould not agree to bestow a Vrisni princess on a Pandava, for 'as 
we have already said there was a.grMt doubt about the legitimacif. 
vf their birth. It is for this reason that he advised Arjuna to carry 
Subhadra away. • . r 
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Having settled everything about \vhat sliouKl be. 
done. Krishna and Arjuna sent some swift nicssengens 
to Judhisthira at Indraprastha. When in due course oi 
time Arjuna got his brother’s assent, he decided in 
consultation with Krishna all that was to be done, 

‘^Learning one day that tiu* Vrisni princess had gone 
to the Raivataka hill, Arjuna st*! out on Krishna’s chariot 
as if in a hunting excursion. He waited on the way by 
which Subhadra wouhl return. As soon as he saw luu% 
he suddenly rushed lowaids her and took her upon his 
chariot. He tlien drove fast away towards his own city 
Indraprastha.” 

“In the meaiiwliile the armed attendants of the 
princess ran towards Dwarka to give information of 
what had happened. They rushed into the Yadava 
court and represented to the SfUfapa/a^ that the princess 
Subhadra had been earric^d away by the I'andu prince. 
Having heard this, the Sampn/a immediate ly blew his 
golden trumpet, calling ev(Ty one to anus. Alarmed 
at that sound, the Hhojas, th<^ Vrisnis, arul the Andhakas 
poured in from all directions. When they heard what 
had happened, they all cried» “ Yoke your cars, yoke* 
your cars. We must punish the impiid nl Kuril.” But 

Valarama asked them to have patience and addressed 

• * 

them thus*“ O senseless men, what are you doing, when 
Krishna does say nothing? Let Krishna speak out 
what he proposes to do.” 1'hert he turned towards his 
younger brother and thus spoke to him, “ Why do you 
not speak 9 W'hy are you silent ? It was for your sake 
that Arjuna w-as welcomf’d and recidved with all 
honours by us. It now appears that wretch, that fool does 
not deserve our welcome and honour. By insulting us all ^ 

* Savapala was the chief oHiccr ihe ctmrt. 
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he has rrrried «i\vay Subhadra by he has placed 

his foot on our head. Never shall I put up with the insult 
offered by Arjuna.” 

Krislina with great calmness said, ** Arjuna has not 
insulted our family by what be [has done. Rather he 
has enhanced our glory. Arjuna knows that we are 
not mercenary and wc shall not give away Subhadra to 
him by receiving wealth. He regarded the SayamvarA 
doubtful in Us consequences, for Subhadra might make 
some other choice. He is not a man that w'ould accept 
a bride as a gift as if she were a cattle. He knew 
that there was none who would sell to him his own 
daughter. Under the circumstances Arjuna had no 
other alternative than to carry away the maiden. He 
has done it according to custom and ordinance*. This 
alliance is a very proper one. Arjuna is the fittest 
husband for Subhadra. He comes of the illustrious 
Bharata race ; he is also our cousin, the son of our 
father’s sister, he is the greatest warrior of our age. 
Who could be a better match for our sister than Arjuna? 
I would therefore ask you to go to him and stop him 
by conciliation. If we go to fight with him and if we 
are defeated, our fame will be destroyed for ever. 
There is no disgrace, however, in reconciliation/’^ 

Having heard these words of Krishda, *the Yadi^ 
thought that he was right. They then all went and 
stopped him. Then bringing him back in great honour, 
they bestowed their beloved princess Subhadra on hiin 
with great pomp and grandeur. 

* We have already said in our footnote in page dS, that the 

Carrying away of a maiden was thought by the Atyans to be 
>he best way of marrying a bHde« Knslma himself has point^ 
out his reasons for not^isapprovlng the conduct of A^una. 
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THE GBEAT ASSEMBLY HALL. 

After the marriage of Subhadra, the pcv)|)le of Dwarka,* 
with Rama and Krishna at their head, started according 
to custom for Indrapraslhra to pay a complimentary 
visit to the Pandavas. When they all arrived, the 
Pandu princes desired to clear a larger tract of land 
than what they possessed by burning down the great 
Khandava forest.* The order was issued, thousands of 
men were collected and every arrange nient was mad(% 
When everything necessary was done, Krishna and 
Arjuna with all the people set out from their city, 


* After the marriage of Subhadra follow Chapters f'C’XXI 11 
to CCXXVl. ; those are the last Chapters of the Adi Parva, 
M aha vn rata. They are called the KhandoiHidnUa Parva, op iWp 
burning of the Khandava forest 'rhere is hardly anything of 
historical value in these Chapters, 'I'hey are c)f»vious after-lnier- 
polaiions, added by later poets who based their desrription on the 
burning of the Khandava by ihe Pandavav. Pe rhaps it was this 
fact only that was mentioned by Vyasa in the < iginal Mahavarata. 
At the age of which we speak, "the Aiyans .settled in India by 
burning dovn tj^e forcsts with which the whole oaintry w'as covered. 
A few Chapters higher up w’c find that the Panda\'a.s obtained only 
^ fearful forest to found their city upon. It w'as ciniie naiiiral, there- 
fore, that they w'ould burn down this h^rcst lo clear ihe trait. Per 
haps the great Vyasa wrote this much, but the laler poets add'^d that 
one day when Krishna and Arjuna were siiiing on the banks of 
the yamuna, the fire-god, Agni, came to llu'in in the disguise of 
Ji Brahniana and asked them to give hitn some food. VV'hen asked 
what food he desired toliavc, he then introduced himself as the fire- 
god and told the two heroes that he wanted lo consume the Khatf 
daiHi forest, for he had got dyspepsia bv eating too much of sacri- 
ficial ghee^nA the consumption of the Khandava was its only remedy. 
Krishna and Arjuna promised to help him in the matter and thus 
ihe Khandava forest came to be burnt down. The^ de.%Tiptiotiii 
are loo p^pable fictions to be taken into serous consideration. 
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and on reaching the forest they set fire to it. Soon did 
the all-destroying element fearfully rage and foam and 
roar, consuming everything that came in its way. It 
was an awful sight. Thousands of birds flew up and 
dropped down into the raging fire with their wings and 
feathers burnt down. Innumerable wild beasts piteously 
.screamed and roared, and ran in all directions, but none 
of them was able to get out of the reach of the fearful 
fire that enveloped them like a fiery demon, licking his 
tongue to taste their blood. A Danava* named Moy, 
who used to live in this forest was at the point of being 
burnt down, but Arjuna hastened to his rescue and 
saved his life. When the forest was completely burned 
down, Moy came to Arjuna and thus addressed him. 
Hut it would be beU<;r for us to quote the ancient 
chronicler.t 

Moy said, “ O son ol Kunti, I have been saved by 
you from tins angry fire-god, w ho desired to consume 
me. 'Tell me what I shall do for you/’ 

Arjuna replied, “() great Danava, you have done 
everything. You have nothing more to do. Go wherever 
you like. Be always well-disposed towards me as we 
arc always well-disposed towards you.*' 

Moy said, “O lord, what you have said is fully 
w'orthy of you. But, O di'scendant of Bharata, I gladly 
desire to do something for you. I am a great artist, — 

• The original inhabitants of India. See our note in p. 4. 

^ t See Sava Parva, Mahavarata, Chapter i . The major portion 
of the Sava Parva \b evidently a portion of the original 
Mahavarata. As die story of Moy Danava is found in it, we 
accept it as a fact. Another CTOuhd for our acccpiing it is that 
the (»rc;u Assembly Hall that Kloy built was the axle on which 
the whole story of the Mahavarata rolled. 
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in fact I am the Viswakarma* of the Danavas* O son, 
of Pandu, allow me to do something for you. 

Arjuna said, ** O Danava,. j^u consider that your 
life has been saved by me. Such being the case, 1 
cannot make you do anything for me. Hut 1 am not 
willing to disappoint you. Do something for Krishna. 
That will be sufficient requital for my services to you.” 

Moy turned to Krishna and pn^ssed him to .say what 
he could do for him ; but Krishna did not ask anything 
to be done for him. He said, ** O best of artists, if you 
desire to do some service to me, ihc'ii build a large 
Assembly Hall for king Judhisthira. Build such an 
Assembly Hall thiit mortal men may not !)e able to build 
another like it,” 

Then Krishna and Arjuna^ having told everything 
to Judhi.sthira, introduced Moy to him. 1‘he king 
received him witli all honours, and .Moy too accepted 
them with due respect and humility. 

Then at the request of Krishna, Moy in courst: 
of time built a inagnilicent and w()iuh*rful Assembly 
Hall for the Pandavas. The people gazed al it in wonder 
and astonishment, but none of them v(*r dreamed what 
would be the outcome of its conslruaion m their city. 
It n*cves crossed their brain why out of thousands of 
things Krishna ^sked the Danava to build an .Assembly 
Hall for the Paiidu princes. • 

This beautiful and matchle.ss Samf at no di.siant 
date produced two very important hut contrary results. 
It led king Judhisthira to perform the groat Raj$ht4ya 

• Viswakarma literally means 'the maker of the universe.* 
But here it refers to the Knginerr-in-(Jhief of the Celestials. 

t Sava is an Assembly Hall. Here it means the hall wheie 
the king held his court and performed all his public and rnyal 
functions. * 
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bacrifice in which he assumed the imperial digpit/ 
His magnificence, po^er, and wealth filled the minds 
of his cousins, the Kurus, Durjadhana, and others ^ith 
great jealousy. They challenged him to a game of 
dice, and winning from him all tliat he possessed, made 
him take a vow to go to exile for thirteen years 
Dissensions and fraternal quarrels finally ended in the 
great bailie of Kurukshetra in which almost ay the 
chiefs and potentates of India, nay half the people 
of the Aryan race lost their lives. 

But in this sanguinary field of battle where millions 
of men fell fighting, where hlood streamc‘d forth and 
where death danced like a fierce demon/ Kiishna preach- 
ed his great religion On this fearful field he preached 
to the human race the Words of God In the midst of 
the dead and the d}ing he niised Ins lingtT and pointed 
to mankind the way to the land of everlasting bliss. 

Thus did he establish in the world the Kingdom of 
Righteousness — not in mere words, but in living reality 
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